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Sharing the love of Jesus with all peoples.
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“Where Two or Three
Gather…”
Although we cannot physically meet together for worship, Don’t let that stop you!
There are alterna ve ways for us to gather together in the Name of Christ, “For where
two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Ma%. 18:20) Even remotely!

•

Check us out at Grace Lutheran Church, Visalia YouTube

•

DirecTV Channel 377 - Sundays @ 8:30am Paciﬁc Time, “Worship Anew”

•

KFUO.org – online radio (AM 850, St. Louis)

•

KMJ AM 580 – The Lutheran Hour, Sundays @ 7am

•

Sirius XM 131 – Sundays @ 7am

•

SENT Radio – From the Lutheran Hour Ministries, listen online 24 hours a
day at h%p://www.lhm.org/sentradio/
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Dear People of God at Grace!
Perhaps you’ve been asking some ques ons lately . . . Why? Why, God, this? Why, God, now?
Perhaps you’ve read in my sermon notes or seen and heard me ask the following ques ons on video . . .
“Have you ever gone through something you’ve never gone through before?” And then, the follow up:
“In the middle of something you’ve never gone through before, have you ever forgo>en who Jesus is?”
I’ve always been fascinated and intrigued by the Easter morning account that was inspired by the Holy
Spirit and wri>en down by Mark, in chapter 16:1-8. There we are told of three women who, once the
Sabbath was over, went shopping for spices so they’d be ready to go and anoint the body of a dead Jesus. Then, very early on the ﬁrst day of the week (Sunday, the ﬁrst Easter), they head toward the cemetery. They suddenly remember they’ve completely forgo>en about what to them was now a pre>y important detail: “Who will roll the stone away?” In other words, “How are we going to get in? We’ve got
important work to do. We’ve got to get in to care for the body of our cruciﬁed, dead, and buried Jesus!
When will someone show up to let us in?”
Upon their arrival, while they are s ll asking, they look up and the stone,
which was very large, had already been rolled away. They go in and are
surprised. “Alarmed.” The young man dressed in white (God’s angel/
messenger) as paraphrased, says: “No need for alarm. You’re looking for
Jesus—the one who was cruciﬁed. He was over there, but he’s not! He
is risen!”
Now to the part that has always fascinated and intrigued me, recorded in verse 8 of Mark 16:
Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and ﬂed from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.
That’s it. That’s “the ﬁrst Easter” from Mark and the Holy Spirit. These words make more sense to me
this year than they ever have before. They are going through something they’ve never gone through before. In the middle of something they’ve never gone through before, they have forgo>en who Jesus is.
Other years, perhaps it has been easy to point a ﬁnger and say, “I would have never reacted like that!
What’s their problem? He is not here! He is Risen! Why don’t they get that?!!” Maybe this year is
diﬀerent for us. Maybe this year, just maybe, we are asking: Why? Why, God, this? Why, God, now?
We are in the middle of something we’ve never gone through before. In the middle of this, today, have
we forgo>en who Jesus is?
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Glad you asked. We all can some mes forget who Jesus is. We all some mes do. Our Jesus understands
us completely. From the cross he said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Then in
order to secure our forgiveness he said, “It is ﬁnished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit. That’s what Jesus did. That’s what Jesus said. That’s who Jesus is. For us. Amazing!
Even so, we can and some mes do forget who Jesus is. Seems to me he understood that, too. And his
remedy? Glad you asked that ques on too.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also he took the cup aNer supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood of the
new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as oNen as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.
If you’re like me, you’ve really been missing these par cular words of Jesus. And his giN of his body and
blood for our forgiveness at his Supper. Rest assured; the me to hear, be given, and receive together in
person will come again soon. For now, we hunger and thirst, in an cipa on.
Thankfully, other words of our Lord sa ate too, bringing us refreshment diﬀerently. A few weeks back
we heard our Lord Jesus say to the woman at the well, “If you knew the giN of God and who it is that asks
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” Just a moment
later he adds, “Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.” (John 4:10, 14)
Jesus’ words alive with his Spirit refresh us also in our day. A favorite verse of mine, whether in the middle of something I’ve never gone through before or not, is found later on in the Gospel of John (16:33).
And, considering what we’re going through (but s ll in the middle of), the verse just previous, 16:32a,
could be more per nent to us than ever before.
A me is coming, and has now come, when you will be sca>ered, each to his own home… I have
told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! I have overcome the world.
Nothing we face can ever change what our Lord Jesus said. Nothing can ever change what our Lord Jesus
did. Nothing can ever change who our Lord Jesus is. Nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing!
Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor Allen Steinbeck Interim Pastor
,
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A Message from

Grace
Stewardship
Hello Members and Friends of Grace,
For those of you who may not know me, my name is David Shoenhair, and I am the current Stewardship
chair at Grace. I will be the ﬁrst to admit that I have not been the most proac ve in providing ac ve leadership on the topic of stewardship to our congrega on and school/preschool families. One of the posive things coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic is that it is spurning churches and their lay leaders to
ac on and bringing them together. For example, Grace just recently posted their ﬁrst set of videos on
our own YouTube channel for sharing our church services. Livestreaming services or recording our services is something that has been on our church to-do list for years…and here we are doing it now, and
only on the second Sunday aNer church services were cancelled due to the shelter-in-place order. God is
good!
And I have likewise seen this same pa>ern all throughout the
Church. People coming together (not necessarily in person, but in
spirit and eﬀort) to meet the various needs of God’s people.
James 1:2-4 tells us: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know
that the tes ng of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance ﬁnish its work so that you may be mature and complete,
not lacking anything.” These things and the many others that
God’s people are doing in response to the COVID-19 pandemic
are evidence of this.

“Let perseverance
ﬁnish its work so
that you may be
mature and
complete, not
lacking anything.”
James 1:4

The reason I am wri ng to you now is that though our church, school, and preschool are currently closed,
God’s work con nues every day at Grace. His people are at work execu ng their respec ve ministries.
The campus is closed, but Grace s ll has the responsibility of taking care of its staﬀ and facili es. Addionally, because of the closure, revenue streams that could previously be counted upon are diminished,
while costs have not decreased accordingly. Church leaders are doing their best to take ac ons to care
for our Grace family, while also facing the stark reality of the current situa on.
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We understand that this scenario is not unique to the church. Church and school families alike are struggling with similar issues: loss of a job or income, lack of childcare, and struggling with the general loneliness and restlessness of “social distancing”. Joshua 1: 9 says: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever
you go.” Or in our case of late, wherever you are not going in person, but rather the dark places fear or
anxiety may be leading you right now, or the sickness or loss you or a loved one may be experiencing.
Have faith that God is there for you, and likewise demonstrate your faith through your daily ac ons.
While we are all struggling with various diﬃcul es, we must s ck together and take up each other’s burdens. One way that we can do this and demonstrate our faith during this diﬃcult me is con nued faithful giving. I want to encourage church members to con nue to give their thes and oﬀerings faithfully.
And for school and preschool families, please consider giving as well. Whether it is through your con nued mely school tui on payments, or in the case of the preschool families, making an oﬀering in the
amount of your typical tui on payments, everything helps. And for those of you that con nue to give in
these ways, and others, thank you, thank you, thank you!
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There are also measures occurring in our government now that may bless some of your families with
some measure of ﬁnancial relief in various forms. I men on this speciﬁcally because some of you already
live on a ﬁxed income, or may serve in an “essen al industry”, and so are blessed with con nued work. I
ask that you prayerfully consider passing on this unexpected blessing to God’s work at Grace as you are
able.
For those of you that tradi onally give in person (like me), there are other ways of giving. The church
and school oﬃce remain open, so checks may be mailed or dropped oﬀ. And there is a portal on Grace’s
website for giving online. To make this process easier, we even created a tutorial for online giving that is
posted on our website.
Everything belongs to God; we are but stewards with whom he has trusted his resources. And while God
does not guarantee that we will prosper because we give, he does tell us that we are blessed to be a
blessing. Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together
and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
and Proverbs 11:25 “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” Giving
changes us to be more like God’s Son Jesus Christ. He is the greatest giver of all me! Giving us the ul mate giN of his life for the forgiveness of our sins.
Please keep Grace and its people in your prayers. God knows our needs, but he sure loves it
when his people call home and talk to him. Philippians 4:6 "Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplica on
with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God." God hears you, and just talking
with him heals your heart and soul and calms
the tempest of our minds.

"Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplica on
with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known
to God." Philippians 4:6

Thank you for taking the me to read this le>er. I pray that these words of supplica on do not weigh on
you, but instead encourage you to take ac on as the body of Christ, as each of you are giNed and called
to do. I leave you with the words from the Benedic on prayer: “The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord li1 up his countenance on you, and give
you peace.” Amen!
Your Brother in Christ,

David Shoenhair
Stewardship Chair
Grace Lutheran Church
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Palm Sunday: April 5, 2020
Maundy Thursday: April 9, 2020
Good Friday: April 10, 2020
Easter Sunday: April 12, 2020
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“Let the WORD of Christ dwell in
you richly… with gratitude in
your hearts to God.”
Colossians 3:16 (NIV)
’19-’20 Theme Verse

Sun. April 5
Palm Sunday - triumphant entry of Jesus to Jerusalem
Mon. – Fri. April 6-10 Holy Week – Easter Week NO SCHOOL – no long-distance learning Easter
week
Office Open Mon.- Thurs. Office Closed on Good Friday, April 10
Sun. April 12
EASTER- He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
Mon. April 13
Easter travel Monday, NO SCHOOL and office is closed.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE- watch for updates
Please note events that have been Cancelled
Tues. April 14
Wed. April 15
Fri. April 17
Sat. April 18
Tues. April 21
Wed. April 22
Sun. April 26
April 27-May 1
Tues. April 28
Wed. April 29
April 30–May 1

Booster Club Meeting 6-7PM
Chapel 8:40 AM
Board of Christian Education meeting 5:15 PM
TRACK MEET 9:30AM – 2:00 PM - Cancelled
Church Council Meeting 6:30 PM
Chapel 8:40 AM
Annual Congregation Budget meeting
1st & 2nd Grade Iowa Basic testing
Kindergarten @ Chaffee Zoo Field Trip- Cancelled
Chapel 8:40 AM
5th / 6th Grade Y.E.S. Disney overnight Field Trip- Cancelled
7th / 8th Grade San Francisco overnight Field Trip- Cancelled
Wed. May 6
Chapel 8:40 AM
Fri. May 8
Growing in Grace Annual “Mommy & Me” event Fellowship Hall 3-5PM
Sun. May 10
Mother’s Day – Join us for worship at 8 or 10:30 AM
May 11- May 15 3rd – 8th Grade Iowa Basic Achievement testing
Tues. May 12
Booster Club Meeting 6-7PM
Wed. May 13
Kindergarten hosting chapel @ 8:40 AM
Thurs. May 14
2nd Grade Adventure park- afternoon
Fri. May 15
Board of Christian Education meeting 5:15 PM
Sun. May 17
Stage Prep Volunteers NEEDED 12:30-4:30 PM
Tues. May 19
Church Council Meeting 6:30 PM
Thurs. May 21
3rd – 8th Grade perform scenes from High School Musical 6:30 PM
Fri. May 22
Kindergarten Chuck-e-Cheese
Mon. May 25
Memorial Day Nat’l Holiday – NO School & Office is Closed
Thurs. May 28
Last Chapel w/ end of the year Awards presented 8:40 AM
Thurs. May 28
6th Grade Promotion & 8th Grade Graduation 6:30 PM
Fri. May 29
Kindergarten Promotion 10 AM
Fri. May 29
’19-’20 School year ends at 11:30 AM
Fri. May 29
Booster Club hosts BBQ & water fun 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM all families welcome
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We are children of the
Risen Savior!
Holy Week & Easter
Palm Sunday, April 5
Maundy Thursday, April 9
Good Friday, April 10
Easter Sunday, April 12

EASTER BREAK
April 3 – April 13
No School, No Childcare,
No Preschool
Office Closed Fri., April 10 and Mon. April 13
Watch for further updates.

Cancellations:
•
•

Field Trips scheduled for April and May have
been cancelled.
The ANNUAL TRACK AND FIELD MEET - scheduled for Saturday,
April 18, 2020 has also been cancelled.
Watch for updates.

Consider putting these dates on your calendar
Family Vacation Bible School
WHEN:
TIME:
WHERE:
WHO:
HOSTED BY:

Tuesday, June 16- Thursday, June 18
6:00 – 8:00 PM
Grace Fellowship Hall
ALL ages!
Grace Lutheran Education Ministry group

Includes a delicious meal at 6PM. Crafts, singing, Bible lesson etc.
Advance sign up required to allows us to prepare enough food.
Watch for sign-up information.
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Grace Christian School
2nd Trimester Academic Excellence Breakdown
4th – 8th Grade Total number of students enrolled, 43 students.
Of the 43 students in 4th – 8th Grade 37 students received
An academic excellence award at the March 11, 2020 Chapel.
Therefore, 86% of the 4th – 8th Graders at Grace Christian School had at least a 3.00 GPA

Academic Achievement (10 students)
Honor Roll (9 students)
Principal Honor (18 students)

GPA 3.00-3.32
GPA 3.33- 3.66
GPA 3.67 – 4.17

27%
24%
49%

A big thank you to the teachers for all their work in providing the students of
Grace Christian School with incredible education opportunities and to the
parents for their support.

FREE Academic Resources
Grace Christian School and Growing in Grace Preschool subscribe to an
annual service allowing students to gain access to a vast online “library” of
information, learning games, books etc.
Tulare County Office of Education - ERS (Education Resource Service)
Site:
Username:
Password:

kids.erslibrary.org
grace.student
brain
Check it out!
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ANNUAL 1st – 8th GRADE ACHIEVEMENT ASSESSMENTS
Grace Christian School normally uses Iowa Achievement
Assessment that the 1st – 8th Grade students normally
participate in during late Spring Test has been postponed.
We will keep you posted on date and times.

Watch for Updates
AWARDS CHAPEL
Thursday, May 28 @ 8:40 AM
Doors open at 8:15 AM
-

Attendance Awards for Kindergarten through Seventh Grade Students
Academic Awards for Fourth – Seventh Grade

SIXTH GRADE PROMOTION

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION

Thursday, May 28 @ 6:30 PM
Doors open at 6:00 PM

Thursday, May 28 @ 6:30 PM
Doors open at 6:00 PM

Presentation and special acknowledgements for:
Attendance Awards / Academic Awards / Slide Show, etc.

KINDERGARTEN PROMOTION
Friday, May 29 @ 10:00 AM
Doors open at 9:45 AM

SCHOOL YEAR OFFICIALLY ENDS ON FRIDAY, MAY 29 @ 11:30 AM
ANNUAL END OF THE YEAR BBQ & WATER EVENT
Friday, May 29 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Hosted by the Booster Club
Check out the flyer that was sent home or on the school website.
BBQ hot dogs, chips, snow cones, popcorn, water slides, tattoos, music, lots of fun for everyone!

The whole family is invited to attend from siblings to parents to grandparents of all students
& future students of Grace, free of charge.
Tons of fun! Prepare to get wet, laugh and enjoy!
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LWML GRACE MITES
February: $ 136.00
Thank you for keeping the mites coming! They are constantly being used for our district and national LWML projects.
This month, if all goes as planned, some of us will be attending our yearly Zone 15
spring rally in Dinuba as guests of First Lutheran Church's LWML. Vicar (soon Rev.)
Travis Wright and his team will share about their mission trip to Guatemala.
In our most recent Lutheran Woman's Quarterly, on the front cover and inside, we
meet Mollie Hemingway (maiden name Ziegler), who is the daughter of a retired Missouri Synod Lutheran pastor, and spent some of her young years in our Lutheran
School in Terra Bella.
She started a web magazine, The Federalist, works at Fox News and Hillsdale College
in Washington, D.C., and she is strong in her Christian faith. She and her husband
have two children.
When she was asked, "How do you encourage other Christian women to be involved in
their own communities?" She answers, "Whatever stations in life you have already –
wife, mother, parent at a school, employee, neighbor – that's how you should be involved in your community. If you have more time, by all means, go out and do more
things or seek our new vocations, but really taking care of the people whom God has
given us to take care of – that's how to do it."
+

+

+

Please remember in your prayers the following who are
serving in our military:

P Sell, E Holm, M Merritt, T Bertel,
S Ficken, T Henneman
Please help keep this section updated. If you know members or relatives of members currently
serving in the military, please contact the office (559) 734-7694 so that their service can be
recognized and their name and branch of service can be included in the next newsletter. Thank you.
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We Want to Thank All of Our:
Fire Fighters
First Responders
Healthcare Workers
Grocery Store Workers
Post Office Workers
Restaurant Staff
Armed Forces
Truck Drivers
Teachers
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Dianne’s Top Three:
Grace Christians School:
Steve H, Olivia W, Hannah E,
Jameson E, & Henry S
Happy Birthday!

Young Artist’s Corner
This month’s cover art features
our Young Artist, Samantha, who
attends our Grace Lutheran
Sunday School!
She is in the First Grade and her
favorite subject is Science.
Her favorite color is Pink and she
enjoys drawing, reading, singing
& dancing, and playing outside.
When she grows up, she would like
to be a Puppy Cuddler.

Did you know that April is National Poetry
Month? It was started in 1996 by the
Academy of American Poets “to remind the
public that poets have an integral role to
play in our culture and that poetry matters” (poets.org). So of course, this
month’s topic will be Poets! And as a bonus,
I will add in my favorite literary works by
these poets!
3. Walt Whitman: Thoughts, 1866
2. Kobayashi Issa:
のら猫が仏のひざを枕哉, 1812
Translation: the stray cat makes
Buddha's lap its pillow
1. Edgar Allen Poe:
The Black Cat, 1843
Honorable Mentions:
- Emily Dickenson
- T. S. Eliot
- Murasaki Shikibu

We would like to thank the many church members and neighborhood merchants who are
generously supporting our newsletter with their advertising message. We ask that you regularly
patronize these businesses whose faith in this medium of advertising make this publication
possible at no cost to our church. Please give them consideration whenever you can, and let them
know where you saw their ad. If you have a business and desire to reach your church families with
your message, please contact C&M Publications directly at (951)776-0601.
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Check us out at Grace Lutheran Church, Visalia YouTube
Listen to The Lutheran Hour: Sundays @ 7a.m. on KMJ AM 580

APRIL OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 7:30AM – 4PM
Please continue to pray for our Shut-ins, First Responders, Healthcare
Workers, Members of our Armed Forces, and their Families.
If you have a prayer request or would like to be added to our prayer chain, please contact our
church office: (559) 734-7694 or email info@gracevisalia.org

