
Matthew 27:46                                   Good Friday; April 10, 2020 

 

“Cross Fire” 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

Christ, the life of all the living, 

Christ the death of death, our foe, 

Who, thyself for me once giving 

To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through thy suff’rings, death and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 

 

Thou hast borne the smiting only 

That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 

Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, 

Blessing unto me securing. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 

 

 

 

 

Thou hast suffered great affliction 

And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 

 

The Old Testament:  Isaiah 50:5-10 (look up/read at home) 

 

Your soul in griefs unbounded, 

Your head with thorns surrounded, 

You died to ransom me. 

The cross for me enduring, 

The crown for me securing, 

You healed my wounds and set me free. 

 

The Epistle:  Galatians 3:10-14 (look up/read at home) 
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The Gospel:  Matthew 27:45-54 (look up/read at home) 

 

Alone, the sinless Son of God 

Dies in the sinner’s place; 

And in his sacrifice God turns 

To us in love and grace. 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Matthew 27:46 

“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 

“Cross Fire” 

 

Perhaps you’ve heard wartime stories.  Perhaps a few of you 

lived the stories.  Stories of great terror and danger.  Stories 

of equally great courage.  Stories of soldiers who willingly, 

intentionally, place themselves in danger to save others.  If a 

soldier is wounded or killed, a fellow soldier will risk the 

gunfire and explosions to bring back a fallen comrade.  

Throughout history, this is a familiar scene on the battlefield. 

This is the kind of scene that played out on a very different 

kind of battlefield some 2,000 years ago, at an execution site 

just outside the city of Jerusalem.  There were no explosions 

or gunfire, just darkness and pain—as Jesus, the Messiah, the 

Son of God, hung on the cross.  Willingly, intentionally, placing 

himself in the “cross-fire” between God’s wrath and sinful 

human beings. 

 

Isaiah spoke of the promised Savior’s determination to save 

us: “I turned not backward.  I gave my back to those who 

strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid 

not my face from [shame] and spitting.  But the Lord God 

helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 

have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put 

to shame.”  Very soon after the Transfiguration, Jesus set his 

face to go to Jerusalem.  There, Jesus suffered betrayal and 

beating; ridicule and disgrace.  Taking up his cross and carrying 

it just outside the city, he took onto himself the death our sin 

deserves. 

 

Within  decades of Jesus’ death on the cross, Christians from 

the church in Galatia lost sight of what had happened there; 



 3 
what Jesus had accomplished for them at his cross.  They had 

drifted off into the belief that they could save themselves 

from God’s wrath by other means.  The Galatians falsely 

believed they could satisfy God’s wrath by their own 

obedience to his law.  They were dead wrong.  And all too 

often, we join them in thinking we can work our way into 

God’s favor. 

 

Have you ever tried to make a bargain with God?  “Please, 

God, if only you’ll do this—just this once—I promise I will . . . 

read the Bible more often; be a better husband/wife/parent, 

giver; (or, you fill in the blank:) _________________. 

 

Maybe you’ve tried to excuse yourself.  As if you’re really not 

such a bad sinner.  “I try to keep the commandments.  I do the 

best I can at not taking the Lord’s name in vain.  I try to always 

honor my parents and do my best not to criticize any 

president.  Do I really need to speak well of each one of them, 

and put the best construction on everything?” 

 

A couple of questions:  What can you do to impress God?  How 

good is good enough?  Trusting in our own work and effort to 

“earn God’s favor” can only ever result in one outcome—

eternal death and separation from God forever.  The apostle 

Paul wrote to the Galatians (and it still applies to us):  “For all 

who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 

written, ‘Cursed be everyone who does not abide by ALL 

things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.’”  God 

demands perfect obedience.  It is not enough to “try to do 

good” or to follow “most of the commandments.”  God’s 

demand is absolute.  As he said to the people of Israel, “You 

shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.”  (Leviticus 19:2) 

Jesus repeated the demand: “You therefore must be perfect, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  (Matthew 5:48) 

 

That’s a high standard; an impossible standard.  Where does 

that leave us?  Well, if we live only according to the Law, for 

all intents and purposes, it says: “Bang!  You’re dead!”  It 

leaves us under a curse; under the demanding, unforgiving 

curse of the law.  And it is exactly there that Jesus stepped 

into the “cross-fire” for us.  Paul explains, “Christ redeemed 

us from the curse of the curse of the law by becoming a curse 

for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged on 

a tree.’”  Hanging on the tree of the cross, the innocent Son of 
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God—who was holy; perfect as his Father is perfect—took the 

curse onto/into himself.  We could not, we cannot, keep the 

Law of God perfectly.  We cannot meet its demands.  We fall 

short, no matter what excuses we try to make.   

 

And so, we need a Savior.  We need our Savior, Jesus.  Jesus 

met the Law’s demands on our behalf.  Jesus suffered the 

punishment we all bring upon ourselves by our own fault; our 

own, most grievous fault.  Because our Savior Jesus took our 

sins upon himself, we are forgiven.  Free.  As Paul describes it, 

God forgives our sins “cancelling the record of debt that stood 

against us with its legal demands.  This he set aside, nailing it 

to the cross.” (Colossians 2:14) 

 

Forsaken and alone, Jesus stepped into the “cross-fire” and 

saved us.  He cancelled the debt of our sin.  He paid that price 

with his own life.  In our place, he was cursed—even by his 

Father.  That is what’s behind his cry, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?” 

 

Luther talked about Jesus on the cross as the “worst sinner in 

history.”  What he was getting at is this:  everything; from 

everyone; throughout the world; for all of history.  All of that, 

Jesus soaked up into himself.  And so, the perfect holy Father 

in heaven, had to turn his back on such a Sinner. 

 

It was a battlefield, but not of explosions and gunfire! It was a 

battlefield of darkness and earthquake and dead raised up—

a battle of life and death: Jesus’ God-forsaken death for our 

eternal Life! 

 

Those who were watching did not understand all that they 

were seeing, but one soldier got it right: “Truly, this was the 

Son of God!”  Which, when you get right down to it, means 

this: “Only God would do it that way!” 

 

Only one other thing for now.  Note, too, that even though 

Jesus cries out in never-more-alone aloneness, “Why have 

you forsaken me?”, it is still a cry of faith.  He cries, “MY God, 

MY God . . .” and in faith gave up his spirit. 

 

To be continued J  . . . 

 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
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The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds faithful in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

We pray: 

Jesus our Savior, you suffered and died to pay the debt of sin 

that we owed.  Lord Jesus, you were forsaken on the cross for 

us.  Through your sacrifice the Father tuns to us in love. 

 

Jesus our Savior, you overcame the curse of sin through your 

saving death.  Lord Jesus, you were forsaken on the cross for 

us.  Through your sacrifice the Father turns to us in love. 

 

Jesus our Savior, we give you thanks and praise for your 

redeeming love.  Lord Jesus, you were forsaken on the cross 

for us.  Through your sacrifice the Father turns to us in love. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

(After singing/reading the closing hymn, 

you may choose to sit alone in silence for a time) 

O perfect life of love! 

All, all, is finished now, 

All that he left his throne above 

To do for us below. 

 

No work is left undone 

Of all the Father willed; 

His toil, his sorrows, one by one, 

The Scriptures have fulfilled. 

 

In perfect love he dies; 

For me he dies, for me. 

O all-atoning Sacrifice, 

I cling by faith to thee. 

 

 


