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Sun
1

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3
Elders Mtg
@6:30pm

4

5
Youth Game
Night @6pm

6

7

9

10
Ice Cream
Social
@6pm—7pm

11
Board of Ed.
Meeting
@5:15pm

12
First Day of
School

13
Preschool
Chapel
@10am

14

15
*Regular
Worship
Services

16

17
Church
Council Mtg
@6:30pm

18
Day School
Chapel
@8:40am

19

20

21

22
*Regular
Worship
Services

23

24

25
Day School
Chapel
@8:40am

26

27
Preschool
Chapel
@10am

28

29

30

31

*Regular
Worship
Services

8
*Regular
Worship
Services

Combined
Worship @10am
& 5th Sunday
Fellowship
Luncheon

*Regular Worship Services
8:00am—Traditional Worship
10:30am—Contemporary Worship
1:00pm—Lahu Worship

Preschool
Chapel @10am
Youth Game
Night @6pm

Birthdays at
Growing in Grace Preschool:
July

August

Grace Christian School:

July

Grace Cookbook
There is still time if you want to be a part of the Grace
Cookbook project. Any part big or small will be a huge
help. I have decided to change the date for the recipes
to be turned in to September 1, 2021. I am hoping
when school starts up again there will be more interest
in submitting recipes and being a part of the project.
Areas we need help in are:
Submitting recipes-This is something everyone can
participate in and the most important part. If you
need help please let us know. We need the recipes
by Sept 1, 2021. So far we have only received recipes from just a few families.
· Being a part of the committee
· Typing recipes
· Proof-reading the recipes
· Submit ideas for titles for the cookbook
Any questions or ideas please contact Pam Eide at 559723-1855.
·

August

Church Library—
JULY/AUGUST
A DVD in our library, # 228, is very fitting for this month--REDISCOVERING
GOD IN AMERICA--a visit into Washington D.C. showing where "God" is not
left out in our historical government
buildings.
At one time we also had a DVD entitled
FAITH OF OUR FATHERS. It disappeared from our collection. If you
know of its present home, please help
us have it available for others. It was
# 213

If you are interested in being on the Fellowship committee
or just helping out with events we need people of all ages.
Fellowship opportunities such as reaching out to the school
families and being involved in community outreach events
are just a couple of our goals and what we do. If you have
any ideas for fellowship events, want more information
about Fellowship, or want to be involved please contact
Pam Eide at 559-723-1855.

For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am I among them. Matthew 18:20

Mary/Martha
Craft Meetings
Every other Tuesdays
Where: Home of Carole Sell
3845 W. Victor Ave, Visalia
Time: 1:00 pm
Please join us as we continue on our quest to
make crafts for the Boutique in November.
New crafters and craft ideas always welcome.
Any questions, please phone 559 623-9588.
In Joyful Service,
Carole

Mites given in May: $ 194.59
A NICE UPDATE from our district LWML office------------#7 for $ 10,000 – completely funded
#8 for $ 3,000 – nursing student mercy medical
team scholarships--completely funded
#9 for 5,000 is already at $ 4,829 as this is being
written the middle of June
LEADERSHIIP LUTHERAN CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY--sponsored by our own Missouri Synod –
based in Washington D.C. – It has been formed to
protect "First Amendment rights and equip Lutherans
and Lutheran organizations to educate future generations about serving God through vocations in government, law, and public policy." Also to "ignite and fuel
a Lutheran response to increasing intrusion by the
government in the realm, of marriage, life and religious liberty. (LCRL) fills the gap in educating leaders,
congregations, and students attending Concordia
Universities."
– Executive Director of this mission is Pastor Seltz,
former Lutheran Hour speaker.
Here is # 10, also – BRINGING GOD'S WORD TO THE
VISUALLY IMPAIRED IN PRISONS for $ 7,000 sponsored by Lutheran Braille Workers – The mission of
Lutheran Braille Workers is to provide the message
of salvation to people who are blind or visually impaired including those incarcerated. Inmates are
reported to have visional disabilities at a rate of four
times higher than the general population. LBW receives requests from visually impaired inmates every
week. This grant request is to help with start up
costs, paper and equipment, for a CNH congregation
to be able to provide the specialized printed Bibles
for prisoners.
IMPORTANT NOTE: THE ONE CNH LOCATION THAT
WAS DOING THIS PROJECT BURNED DOWN IN THE
CAMP FIRE IN PARADISE, CALIFORNIA.
"Now Thank We All Our God"-- and all at Grace Lutheran who help

Dear People of God at Grace,
There’s a chance that some of you have wondered when this next newsletter would finally arrive in your mailbox. Since this is our planned
July/August summer edition, I asked Dianne to
hold it back until I would be able to reflect upon
our last Sunday together. I’m writing early in the
morning on Monday, July 26, 2021.
My heart is full. In my recent reports to Grace Elders and to Council, I quoted the Apostle Paul’s
words to the saints in Philippi. Those same words
are well-fitting here:

I thank my God in all my remembrance of
you, always in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day
until now. And I am sure of this, that he who
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right
for me to feel this way about you all, because
I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace … (Philippians 1:3-7a
ESV)

What an amazing adventure we’ve lived
together during this last year and a half!
It all began with the retirement of beloved Pastor Bob and your farewell to
him and to Sue. As always, only the
Lord knew what was just around the
corner. At first, only rumblings of a virulent virus. But soon after, shutdowns
and lockdowns and quarantines and
death. Fear. Confusion. Anger. Accusation. Mistrust. Flat out Blame. Perhaps a World War, so to speak, but
against an invisible enemy. And the
resulting temptation to spew in any direction, hoping maybe to hit the invisible target. But worldwide, nationally,
statewide, regionally, locally, much collateral damage.
In the middle of all of that, much scrabbling by many for the good of as many
as possible. For those who would be
trained and taught by a “pandemic” and
all that surrounded it, there has been
stretching and growing and new-found
flexibility. At the same time, there is at
least as much need as ever for friends,
neighbors, acquaintances, family too, to
know of, hear of, see Jesus, active in us.
In yesterday’s sermon, I held up that
Cabernet-stained cross made of wine
barrel staves. We saw all four points of
that cross leaning forward, as if reaching. Reaching to gather still others into
our Savior’s waiting arms.
That Savior Jesus does not change.
Neither do his ways of doing things. He
never said: “Build it and they will come.”
That’s an often misquoted line from a
movie. Jesus said, “Go …” In Matthew
28:18 Jesus uses an interesting form of
the word “go.” He says “go” in the sense
of “when you get to where you are going.” Seems to me, there’s a lot of free-

dom there. Whatever your day holds,
whatever you happen to be doing to the
best of your ability, he is with you. Always. Everywhere. Jesus is with you
and in you and though you reaching toward others for their good wherever
they are. Their good here and now.
Their eternal good.
At Grace I see a growing kindness. A
growing togetherness. A growing trust.
A growing hope. A growing excitement.
A growing care in how we use pronouns.
I once heard someone say:
“I” does not get much done. “We”
does.
We can do this! We can support each
other in whatever it is that we do! We
can build each other up! The Apostle
Paul words it this way (Ephesians 2:1921 ESV):
So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God,
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone, in
whom the whole structure, being
joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. In him you also
are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Not a church-building or an organization. Rather, a living organism; the
body of Christ. You are all aware of
this, but I’ll put it on paper. This does
not happen automatically. It takes a
lot of hard work. Hard work done by
more than just a few. This hard work
takes the effort of all; you, included.

“I” does not
get much
done.
“We” does.
We can do
this! We
can support
each other
in whatever
it is that we
do! We can
build each
other up!

So, what does this look like? You will probably have to decide that for yourself. The only
person you are able to have some control
over is you. I’m going to share some “oneliners” with you. These have grown in importance for me over the years. In a way,
statements that are one line long, or perhaps more accurately a single sentence, are
a lot like Jesus’ parables. You can hear
them or read them and say “I don’t get it!”
and choose to move on. Or you can hear
them, read them, inwardly digest them,
choose to be challenged by them, and be
blessed when you “get” what it being said
and “see” what it might look like for you in
your life. Here are some favorites of mine (a
couple of them I’ve picked up from one of
you here at Grace.

I’ve shared the above with staff, with Elders,
with Council, and with a few others of God’s
people at Grace. Something else I have
shared with each of those just mentioned, I
also share here. It is a single-page summary
of something called “Emotional Triangles”
and it is more simply, picturesquely labeled
with a coworker’s help. This too, can be
passed over or ignored. But those who will
be taught and trained by it, will see so many
things so much more clearly in every aspect
of life (family, society, church, you name it).
If you’d like a heavy-duty dose of “triangles”
talk, you can check out chapter seven of Dr.
Edwin Friedman’s book, A Failure of Nerve:
Leadership in the Age of the Quick Fix.

® Assertive; not aggressive.
® I want to be a thermostat (sets temper-

ature in a room); not a thermometer
(reflects temperature in a room).
® If you’re looking to be offended, you

probably will be.
® A number of us like to get exercise by

jumping to conclusions.
® You’ve got to learn to share.
® We’ve got to trust that they care as

much as we do.
® You can’t always roll with the flow;

sometimes, you’ve got to shape the current.
® I distinctly remember forgetting that.
® I spent a lot of years being concerned

about what we couldn’t do; I’d rather
focus on what we can do.
® Never forget who you are. (You are a

redeemed child of God.)

At such a time as this, a very destructive Triangle could easily be formed/built. I will
name it, so that we may all do our best to
intentionally avoid being part of any such
activity. July 25, 2021 was my last Sunday
morning as your Intentional Interim pastor.
For any of us to take the pastor/people
sheep/shepherd partnership into the future,
would serve only to set up a destructive leg
of a very avoidable triangle with your newlycalled senior pastor, Pastor David Jung. Another way to think about it. After Pastor
Jung’s Installation on Sunday, September 5,
at 4:00 p.m. he is your pastor, your lead
shepherd. As of July 31, I am not. The
weeks of time between us are also
“intentional.” That time is built into the process to help you/me/us avoid the temptation to drive a dividing wedge between Pastor Jung and you. Build what’s next just between you. Don’t drive a wedge. Don’t build
a triangle.

There are other examples, too. A big one,
and probably one that will take a lot of intentional hard work on an ongoing basis, is the
transition between principals. When someone has served for 23 years in several roles
and continues on as part of the same congregation, there is always and everywhere, the
hard work of what was and what now is. Miss
Sandy is no longer principal. Miss Sandy has
retired. Miss Sandy deserves to be retired.
Mrs. Swarthout is now principal. Mrs.
Swarthout deserves to be recognized and
seen and treated as such. Mrs. Swarthout
deserves to be honored and approached as
such. The better you all can be (and sometimes help others be) at not building/allowing
triangles, the better Grace will function as the
body of Christ in this place at this time. Our
Lord deserves that. Also deserving of that
are those the Lord desires to reach through
Grace.
Another example could be a transition between 3rd/4th grade and kindergarten. Mrs.
Cook is no longer teaching the 3rd/4th combination class. Mrs. Cook is now the kindergarten teacher. She will do that well with a
great heart. The new teacher for grades
three and four is Miss Galvan. Miss Galvan
will do that well with a great heart. God’s children and their families will continue to be
taught and served well.
Yet other examples can be found among
elected leadership at Grace. For various reasons, some have stepped down. Others,
have been elected and Installed. Differentiating between the two can be really helpful in
building and preserving well-functioning life
together as God’s Grace people.
You’ve probably noticed that children can
sometimes play off Mom and Dad against
each other. Dad didn’t give me what I wanted, so I’ll ask Mom. Or, the other way around.
Either way, the child is working to build a triangle. If Dad and Mom are not working to-

gether, that is easy. If both parents are working together, a destructive triangle can be
more often avoided. But they’re always
tempting, right? Who among us does not
want to be liked? Who among us does not
enjoy playing a hero by swooping in and giving someone something for which he/she has
asked? But it is not always our job to be
liked. And some things are not ours to give.
Understanding all of this and taking it to
heart and building it into our lives builds
strong foundations and lasting peace.
Strong foundations. Lasting peace. How
‘bout that “Sending Song” on Sunday, July
25?
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus'
blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly trust in Jesus' Name
Christ alone, Cornerstone

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love
Through the storm He is Lord, Lord of all
When darkness seems to hide His face I
rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale my anchor
holds within the veil
When He shall come with trumpet sound,
oh may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone; Faultless stand before the throne
In the name of Jesus. Amen.

pastor Allen

English Service @ 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Lahu-shi @ 1:00 PM

Sundays @ 7a.m. on KMJ AM 580

Available Sunday Mornings
Grace Lutheran Church, Visalia YouTube
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