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SUNDAY SERVICES 

Worship Service ............................................................................ 9:00 am 

Fellowship Time .......................................................................... 10:00 am 

Sunday Studies (all ages)  ........................................................... 10:00 am 

Worship Service  ......................................................................... 11:00 am 

PASTOR PAUL’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 am—1:00 pm, and by appointment 

Fridays are Pastor Paul’s Sabbath 

217.697.4652/pdinges@sugarcreek.org 

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 am—3:30 pm Friday 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

217.483.2270/www.sugarcreek.org/office@sugarcreek.org 

Facebook—Sugar Creek UMC Chatham 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 

September through May 

Meal & Fellowship—5:30 PM     Small Groups—6:30 PM 

 

ONLINE GIVING MADE EASY! 
 

Scan the QR Code to make a contribution with a 
Smartphone, or visit our website (www.sugarcreek.org) 
to have your offering debited automatically from your 
checking, savings, credit or debit card.  You can set up 
automatic payments, or do a one-time donation, the 
choice is yours! 

Welcome to Worship & Picnic in the Park! We only have one service this 
Sunday, September 26 at 11:00 am @ Center Park (across from the Henson 
Robinson Zoo). There will not be a live stream of this service on Facebook. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
Welcome 

 

Hymn “I Sing the Almighty Power of God”    
v. 1 

I sing the almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and build the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the days; 
The moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 
v. 2 

I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food,  
Who formed the creatures thru the Word, and then pronounced 
them good. 

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where-e’er I turn my eye,       
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 

v. 3 

There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes thy glories known, 
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne. 
While all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care; 
And every-where that we can be, thou, God art present there. 



Hymn “To God Be the Glory”  
v. 1 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

Who yield-ed his life an atone-ment for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

Chorus: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

v. 2 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,  
To every believer the promise of God; 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Chorus: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

v. 3 

Great things he hath taught us, 
Great things he hath done, 
And great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son, 

But purer, and higher, and great will be, 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 

Chorus: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

Children “Taking Care of the Earth” 

Prayer “We Confess” 

 

 
 

 

OUR VISION—Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus 
by Reaching Out to Show God's Love. 

 

OUR MISSION—To Bring People to Jesus 
Christ Through Worship, Connection, and        
Service. 

v. 3 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 

Chorus: 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Blessing “Meal Blessing” 

Don’t forget after the picnic is over, anyone 

who wants, can go to the zoo. Simply tell the 

cashier how many people you have and that 

you are with the Sugar Creek group. You will 

be entitled to: admission to the zoo, any goat or 

fish food you want and a train ride token for 

each… at no cost to you. At a designated time, we will meet in the 

"Children's Garden" (map provided) for a little devotional on "the 

third day of  creation."  

Next Sunday, October 3 the Mission’s team will have a cinnamon roll, 
apple and juice packed and ready to pick up for a free-will donation. 
Blueberry muffins will be an  alternate choice instead of the cinnamon 
roll. Proceeds will go towards the Mini Pantry. 

Cinnamon Roll Sunday 



People: Empower us, Holy Spirit. 

Leader: We turn to the North for a blessing to the Spirit of Integrity: 
give us Your strength and the courage to endure all the problems we 
may face, we pray: 

People: Empower us, Holy Spirit. 

Leader: We turn to the East for a blessing, to the Spirit of illumina-
tion: open our eyes to the sacredness of every living thing, we pray: 

People: Empower us, Holy Spirit. 

Leader: We turn to the South for a blessing, to the Spirit of 
Transformation: help us to grow in wisdom and grace and the 
goodness of the ages, we pray: 

People: Empower us, Holy Spirit. 

Leader: We look to the Heavens, to the Spirit of Openness: 
fill us with a breadth of vision to see that Your love embraces 
all, we pray: 

People: Empower us, Holy Spirit. 

Leader: We touch the Earth for a blessing, and thereby touch 
the Spirit which lives among us and within us: help us to be 
more human and to praise you through the work of our hands, 
we pray: 

People: Empower us, Holy Spirit. 

Leader: Let us go from here blessed and renewed in the 
Spirit of Peace, in the Spirit of Integrity, in the Spirit of Illu-
mination, in the Spirit of Transformation, with hopes lifted 
high to the heavens and with hearts loving the earth in the 
name of our loving, creating, nurturing God. 

People: Amen! 

Hymn  “Blessed Assurance” 

v. 1 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a fore-taste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Chorus: 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
 
 
 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you 
have given them to us.  

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied,  but ignore the cry 
of the hungry.  

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have 
made.  

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and 
no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom  that 
cannot be destroyed, forgive  us our  sins, open our eyes to God's 
truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his king-
dom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer “Prayers of the People”  
 (From St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Medina, Washington) 

We give you thanks and praise, 0 God of creation, for the grandeur 
of all that you have made, saying: We thank you, God.  

For the healing waters of creation, which bring pleasure and health, 
purity and life: We thank you, God. 

For the richness of the good Earth that brings forth fruits and flowers, a 
pleasure to taste and a joy to behold: We thank you, God. 

For the soaring birds of the air, the crawling creatures on the Earth, 
the gliding fishes in the seas, for all creatures great and small with 
whom we share this precious web of life: We thank you, God. 

For the invigorating sunlight of day, the deepening mystery of 
night, the wonder of the stars, and the call of the unknown in the 
universe: We thank you, God. 

From heedless misuse and dishonoring of the wonders of your hand: 
Good Lord deliver us. 

From squandering resources, abusing our companion species, and 
polluting the habitat we all share: Good Lord deliver us. 

From the folly of imagining ourselves free from the fate of your 
whole creation: Good Lord deliver us. 

For the courage and wisdom to confess how little we have cared for 
your gifts: Strengthen us, 0 Spirit. 
 
 
 

 

 



For the conviction that you have called us to love and restore the 
Earth:  Strengthen us, 0 Spirit. 

For repentance and the determination to begin our stewardship 
anew: Strengthen us, 0 Spirit. 

0 merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the  needs of 
every living creature: Make us always thankful for your loving 
providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we 
must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever, Amen. 

Prayer  “The Lord’s Prayer Liturgy” 
(From Limestone Presbyterian Church, "The Lord's .Prayer and Creation Care: 

A Litany of Confession ."  Written by Revs. Bruce and Carolyn Gillette.) 

Loving God, we remember that Jesus taught us to pray saying, 
"Our Father..." 

You created us, you made this world, and you called your crea-
tion very good. Yet often we forget that you are our loving Par-
ent who continues to bless your world. 

Jesus told us that you are "...in heaven..." 

Yet we fail to live in awe of you. We take you for granted, and 
we don't see the awesome beauty of the world you have made. 

We pray, "Hallowed be your name..." 

We confess that our reverence for you does not always lead 
us to care reverently for your earth, sky and sea. 

We pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven…” 

We confess that we often put our own interests first exploiting 
your creation, and living for our own convenience and self-
interest. 

We pray, "Give us today our daily bread." 

We confess that we consume more than our share of 
the world's resources, while billions go hungry every 
day and your whole creation suffers. 

We pray, "Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us." 
We confess that we see these words only in spiritual terms, 
while the Bible is filled with teachings about economic justice 
and creation care. 

We pray, "Save us from the time of trial." 

Help us to resist the temptations of spending more, using more, 
acquiring more, and wasting more. 

We pray, "Deliver us from evil..." 

Free us from greed and self-centeredness that separate us 
from you and others. 

We pray, "For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever." 

Help us to know that in caring for your wonderful world, we 
are working for your kingdom, being good stewards of your 
creative power, and giving you glory. 

We pray, "Amen." 

We end our prayers with "Amen," a word that means "let it be 
so." We know we can be faithful disciples by your grace. Amen! 

Offering  

Hymn  “The Gift of Love” 

v. 1 
Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
And have the gift to all inspire, 

And have not love, my words are vain, 

As sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

v. 2 

Though I may give all I possess, 
And striving so my love profess, 

But not be given by love within, 
The profit soon turns strangely thin. 

v. 3 
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
Our spirits long to be made whole, 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

By this we worship, and are freed. 

Choir  “Make Us One Lord” 

Scripture Genesis 2:15-25  

Message “The Cause for Global Warming”  

Response “Litany of Six Directions” 
(Source unknow; inspired by a tradition Native American blessing.) 

Leader: We turn to the West for a blessing to the Spirit of Shalom, 
Peace: make us whole, make us holy, help us to love You and one 
another with our whole heart, our whole mind, our whole being, 
we pray: 


