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In Christ Jesus... The life in front of you is far more important than the life behind you.

Help us harvest the “bushels of blessings”
from our community garden Tuesdays
from 6:30 pm—7:30 pm. Also, If you
have excess from your garden, please
bring your produce to add to our harvest
to be distributed.

COMMUNION SUNDAY
If you follow the service online,
please have your bread and juice
ready on September 6th!

Don’t be a “part-time” Christian,
who demands a full-time God.

Sugar Creek UMC has reopened for in-person
worship! As long as we remain in Phase 4 we will
offer one worship service Sundays at 10 am that
you are welcome to attend either in-person with
certain restrictions or online via Facebook Live
(Sugar Creek UMC Chatham) or a YouTube
recording.
Contact Sheila in the church office (697.4643/
office@sugarcreek.org) to sign up for in-person
worship, or look for the weekly email with the link
provided to sign up.

The annual Fried Chicken Dinner scheduled
for September 12th has been canceled due
to the current restrictions that prevent us
from serving and sharing food and having
large gatherings of people during Phase
Four of the Covid-19 restoration plan.

Get in God’s Word until God’s
Word gets in you.

TAKE HEART

JUST A THOUGHT

“I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace. In this
godless world you will continue to experience difficulties. But take heart! I’ve conquered the
world.” (John 16:33 MSG)
NOTE: This month’s article is from my May 2nd “Word-Picture Reflection” Facebook post. While we are no
longer under the shelter in place at home mandate, the message still is timely and important.
Here it is May 1, and what was supposed to be the first day of freedom from the Covid-19 shelter in
place at home mandate. But alas, the mandate has been extended for another thirty days! And, I fear this
will not be the last extension. Even if the mandate ends on the first of June, however, we will still be a long
way from returning to a normal way of life. In fact, I believe there is no going back to life as we once considered normal. Instead, we will be forever living in a “new normal,” whatever that turns out to be. (Perhaps,
including facemasks as part of our everyday wardrobe!)
With all this bad news and the sad thoughts bouncing around in my head, it’s not surprising that I’m
feeling anxious, frustrated, impatient and sad (even a little depressed). I’m guessing that many of you are feeling the same way as I feel. Of course, whenever I get these feelings, for whatever reasons, I usually turn to two
sources for comfort, assurance, peace and even joy: scripture and song!
In this case, I discovered the song before the scripture. Included in the song was a reference to the
scripture above. So, after listening to the song, I looked up the scripture and reflected on it. In this verse
from John’s gospel, the Message translation gives us some wonderful assurances from Jesus that will help
us endure this difficult time and overcome our feelings of anxiety, frustration, impatience and sadness.
Jesus says that when we trust him, we will be unshakable, assured and at peace - not just at peace but deeply at peace. What wonderful assurances! To know that no matter what we face in life - including the Coronavirus pandemic - we will stand as strong as the solid ground upon which our faith and assurances are built.
If we trust in Jesus, the Cornerstone, we will remain a strong fortress amid the mightiest of storms - no
matter how long they last! Even more, we will enjoy a deep peace. Now, let me ask you: When was the last
time you felt a deep peace within you? If it’s been awhile, especially considering your present circumstances, then I encourage you to place your whole faith, hope and trust in Christ alone, and you will experience
deep peace.
Jesus’ words of assurance continue when he reminds us that in the fallen world in which we live, we
will continue to experience difficulties like the current pandemic. BUT - and thank God there’s a but! - take
heart because he has already conquered the world. This means that no matter how bad things get or how
much heartache, suffering, sorrow and pain the world seems to throw at you, it’s not the end because Christ
alone will always have the last word. Although all the suffering, heartache, sorrow and grief - as well as
anxiety, frustration, impatience and sadness - seem to have you in a stranglehold and fighting for your very
survival, you will be victorious in the end because Christ has already conquered them all!
No matter how hard I try, I can’t say it better than the words from this song by Matthew West, titled,
“Take Heart.” Just seeing the words written here doesn’t do the song justice. So, please be sure to look up a
video of it or download a version of the song. When you do, listen carefully to the words of assurance God is
speaking to you and give thanks to the Lord as I did.
And, whenever you are feeling the way many of us are during this Coronavirus pandemic, remember to
turn to scripture and song for the message of love and hope God desires to share with you. Just a thought . .
Woke up this morning / And life as you know it / Looks nothing like the kind of life you knew before / All
of a sudden / Fear stole the headlines / And it don’t feel safe to even step outside your door // In this
world you will have trouble / But I have overcome the world // So take heart / Take a breath / Let Me lift
that heavy weight up off your chest / Take my hand / I know it’s looking dark / When the world falls all
around you / I won’t let you fall apart / Take heart / Take heart.
Continued on next page

Take Heart continued
Do you remember singing / Back when you were younger / He’s got the whole world in His
hands / Well, that’s still true // I hold your family, all your friends, and all your loved ones /
And even when you’re barely holding on / I’m holding you // So take heart / Take a breath /
Let Me lift that heavy weight up off your chest / Take my hand / I know it’s looking dark /
When the world falls all around you / I won’t let you fall apart / Take heart / Take heart /
Oh, take heart / Just take heart.
In this world you will have trouble / But I have overcome the world // Oh, in this world you
will have trouble / But I have overcome the world // So take heart / Take a breath / Let Me
lift that heavy weight up off your chest / Take my hand / I know it’s looking dark / When
the world falls all around you / I won’t let you fall apart / So take heart / Child, take heart.
Agape!
Pastor Paul

Tuesday Morning
Book Study
Please join us at the Chatham Café (414 North
Main) on Tuesday mornings at 7 am for this
book study on the Gospel of Luke.

September 7th
Church Office closed.
I just wanted to take a moment
to thank my Sugar Creek family
for the cards, and phone calls
I received during my recent illness. I’m happy to say I’m back
to work and feeling much
better!
Craig Dickey

Meetings
Attention all team members! Your
team chair will contact you if and
how your team will be meeting for
the month of September.

Fall kicks off September 22nd.

The Bible is the only
book where the author
is in love with the
reader.

September Birthdays

3rd
3rd
4th
4th
6th
9th
10th
13th
15th
16th
18th
18th
20th
21st
25th
27th
29th
30th

Phyllis Fairchild
Carolyn Allen
Marsha Johnson
Alaina Brockway
Virginia Daugherty
Caden Forbes
Sandy Freitag
Steven Chase
Adam Chase
Dave Dickey
Diann Gragg
Laikyn McGuire
Karen Dozier
Tom Hale
Mason Brockway
Susan Perko
Carol Koch
Madison Bearden

6th

Bill & Lovell Legg

6th

Dale & Mary Elenberger

17th

Mark & Dolores Mobley

23rd

Wayne & Debbie Sisk

28th

Richard & Carolyn Halford

28th

Bill & Rachel Shea

Don’t see your name on the birthday
or anniversary list? Please contact
the Church Office (217.697.4643/
office@sugarcreek.org) to let us
know. We don’t want to miss your
special day!

September
13th
September 11th

A day to remember that extraordinary heroes are
often disguised as ordinary people and that spirit
and soul are UNBREAKABLE.

Blessed are those who spoil and snuggle,
hug and hope, praise and pamper, laugh
and listen. For they shall be called
GRANDPARENTS!

6-Week Zoom Small Group Study
Kicks Off Wednesday, September 23rd
6:30 pm Led by Pastor Paul

Pastor Paul will be leading a 6-Week Zoom Small
Group Study titled, The Walk: Five Essential Practices of
the Christian Life by Adam Hamilton on Wednesday
evenings at 6:30PM from Sept. 23 – Oct. 28.
“In The Walk, Adam Hamilton focuses on five essential spiritual practices that are rooted in Jesus’ own
walk with God and taught throughout the New Testament. Each of these practices is a part of our daily
walk with Christ and an essential part of growing together in the church. Deepen your walk with
Christ as we explore the five essential practices of worship, study, serving, giving, and sharing our
faith.”
While not required, Pastor Paul encourages all who are interested in participating in this important
small group study to purchase (Amazon, Walmart, Target, etc) and read the book The Walk: Five
Essential Practices of the Christian Life by Adam Hamilton. Sorry, but due to the Covid-19 restrictions,
we will not have books available ahead of time for persons to purchase. Please contact Pastor Paul right
away if you cannot afford to purchase the book on your own, as money is available to help.
Along with the book, a prayer journal, key tag and glass cling are available for all participants. Please
make arrangements with Pastor Paul (217.697.4652/pdinges@sugarcreek.org) to pick up your valuable resources – preferably before or during the 6-week study.
Finally, if you are interested in participating in The Walk Small Group Study, but don’t have Zoom or a
way to use it, please contact Pastor Paul right away so he can make arrangements to get you connected
or find a way to have you participate.

Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we
will not resume Wonderful Wednesdays in
September, but will keep you updated with
any future changes. Please continue to pray
for a vaccine.

As we practice social
distancing, we are
reminded that God does
not keep His distance.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, September 20th,
as we highlight and celebrate the mission work of
Sugar Creek UMC this past year. Our guest speaker
will be Chantel Corrie, Executive Director of the
Midwest Mission Distribution Center. Midwest is
celebrating 20 years of outreach!
Join us for in-person worship at 10 am, or online
with Facebook Live (Sugar Creek UMC Chatham).
The choice is yours!

During these difficult times, there has been an increased need
in our area for food by struggling families. The Chatham area
churches are sponsoring a food drive for the local BallChatham Food Pantry. Sugar Creek has always stepped up for
those in need. We would like to "fill the truck" to help support
our community. All you have to do is bring whatever donation
you have to the church, Monday—Thursday, 9 am to 3 pm.
Carts will be in the lobby area so you can take the cart to your
car if needed to place your items on it and then leave the cart
in the lobby. Food will be collected until September 17th. If you attend church on Sundays,
you can bring your donation at that time. Or you can call the church office and a volunteer
will come to your home and pick up your items from your front porch.
Items should be non-perishable with a valid date range (no expired items, please) Also, please
avoid glass containers. Some suggestions are listed below:
Peanut butter
Jelly
Canned Chili
Canned vegetables

Rice
Pasta—bag/box
Oatmeal—boxed
Canned tomato sauce

Canned beans
Canned fruit
Canned soup

Mac-n-cheese—boxed
Canned chicken
Canned tuna

NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBOR UPDATE
TITAN FUEL: This summer, Sugar Creek volunteers have
continued to deliver Titan Fuel items to 4 families that were
unable to pick up their items from the school because of lack
of vehicles or work schedules. The items that were provided
included healthy snacks and, on occasion, other products
such as canned meals were included for these families in the
school district. This program normally ends with the school
year but was continued during the entire summer because of
this difficult time.
FAMILIES IN NEED: Sugar Creek has again helped this summer to support 5 families (20
adults & children) that were identified by the school as having dire needs. With your generous donations to Neighbor Helping Neighbor, healthy food items were ordered on line at
Walmart and picked up by Sugar Creek volunteers for minimal contact deliveries. Four
deliveries in July and August were made to each family. On one of the deliveries, paper
products such as toilet paper, hand soaps, toothpaste, laundry soap, etc. and even masks
were included. Also each of the four deliveries included eggs from the Behl's chickens. All
of these families have been extremely grateful. They all have said that receiving these
items have helped them immensely. One mom said she had not worked for 2 months. She
is now back to work but is still struggling to catch up with the bills (utility, rent, etc.).
Another single working mom who is also receiving cancer treatments was struggling with
her rent payments. A list of community resources was provided to each family.
MASKS: 90+ cloth masks were delivered to the Ball-Chatham school for elementary
students and staff. 200 cloth masks were delivered to the Chatham Methodist Church so
that a mask was included with each backpack and school supplies that were distributed to
children in need.
Don’t tell your neighbor to come back tomorrow, if you can help today.
Proverbs 3:28 (CEV)

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MEETS VIRTUALLY 8/15/20
By Paul Black
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference gathered online
for its first ever virtual annual conference session on Aug. 15. The theme of the
single-day gathering with a two-hour clergy session and a three-hour plenary
session was Let’s Get Fired Up: On Holy Ground.
Despite the limitations brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic, conferees were
able to worship and gather for Christian conferencing. IGRC Communications
collaborated to produce a hybrid, part-live, part-recorded Annual Conference.
Worship leader Cynthia Wilson provided music for both the opening and closing worship. Music was also provided by several music groups of Pekin Grace UMC. Attendees gathered virtually via Zoom web conferencing or by
attending one of the 13 remote locations throughout the annual conference. Slightly more than 1,022 attended
annual conference from home and another 166 attended through one of the remote sites and voted manually with
marshals reporting vote totals via text messaging to the Annual Conference secretarial staff who aggregated the
vote totals.
Leading up to the single-day conference, services were aired recognizing 31 retirees with a combined 868 years of
service was held Aug. 10; the Cabinet Address on Aug. 11; A Memorial Service remembering clergy, clergy
spouses and lay members to annual conference that had passed away in the previous year and remembrance of 10
congregations with a combined 1,561 years of ministry that have completed their mission – Center UMC;
Claremont UMC; Dix UMC; LaHarpe UMC, Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC; New Salem UMC; Ohio Chapel
UMC; Orange Chapel UMC; Tiskilwa UMC; and Vermont UMC – on Aug. 12; and Bishop Frank J. Beard’s
Episcopal Address on Aug. 13.
The Annual Conference approved a 2021 budget of $11,206,875 – a reduction of 7.38 percent. While budgets
have been relatively flat over the past 10 years, the total returns the spending level to 2014 levels. The $893,033
reduction comes on the heels of apportionment collections of 88 percent in 2019, down from 95 percent in 2018.
The Conference ended 2019 with a $276,000 deficit which was addressed by using reserves of previous years’
surpluses.

This year, the Conference provided 312 congregations a forgivable loan during the pandemic at a cost of just over
$1 million. The amounts were based upon apportionments paid in the three previous years and the percentage of
apportionments paid in 2020 will determine the percentage of forgiveness to the loans. The conference also
provided funds for 150 food ministries at a cost of $75,000 and 72 micro-grants to enhance technology in
congregations.
Legislatively, the conference announced that the health insurance allowance paid to full-time pastors will remain
at $17,500 for 2020. The conference also approved a 2.1 percent increase to its minimum salaries. In 2021, the
salaries will go to $45,290 for clergy in full connection, associate members and provisional elders; and $41,560 for
full-time local pastors.
Retirees under the pre-1982 pension plan will see a 2 percent increase to $810 per active service year in 2021.
The Conference approved a transportation procedure and language regarding cyberbullying recommended by the
Bishop’s Task Force on Relational Ethics as an addition to the conference’s Abuse Prevention Policy for Children
and Vulnerable Adults.
The Conference also remembered the ministry of MacMurray College which closed its doors in May after 174
years as a college affiliated with The United Methodist Church.
The Clergy Session approved the election of one associate member, nine elders in full connection, one deacon in
full connection. They also approved the commissioning of four provisional elders, one provisional deacon; and
celebrated the graduation of four local pastors from Course of Study.
Membership stands at 115,959 in 2019, down 2,722 (2.3 percent) from 2018. Average worship attendance is
49,270, down 2,426 (4.7 percent). Church school attendance stands at 16,206, down 840.
The 2021 Annual Conference will be held June 10-12, 2021, at the Peoria Civic Center in Peoria, Illinois.

Don’t shine so that others can see you. Shine so that through you others can see Him.

