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Do you make a mean pot of chili (white or 

red)? Then make sure to enter the Sugar 

Creek Chili Cook-Off hosted by the Men’s & 

Ladies’ Group. Contact the Church Office 

(office@sugarcreek.org/483.2270) to enter. 

Don’t make chili? Come be a taster, and 

vote for your favorite chili. Pulled pork, hot 

dogs, chips and cookies will be served 

along with the chili. Join us! 

Monday, October 11 
5:30 PM @ Sugar Creek 

October is Pastor Appreciation month. We 

encourage everyone to please make a special 

point to let Pastor Paul know how much we 

appreciate him, by sending cards, letters 

and/or gifts. Pastor Paul requests that any 

appreciation love offerings be designated for 

“Our Conference Our Kids”, so please make 

sure to write “OCOK” on the memo section 

of your check. 

On Sunday, October 24 during the fellowship 

hour we will have a cupcake reception in 

honor of Pastor Paul.  

Christmas at Sugar Creek 

VENDOR FAIR 

Saturday, November 27 

10 AM—3 PM 
Come start your Christmas shopping with us! 

 

Cinnamon Roll Sunday 

October 3 @ 10 AM 

The Mission’s team will have a cinnamon roll,       

apple and juice packed and ready to pick up for   

a free will donation going toward the mini pantry. 

Blueberry muffins will be an alternate choice        

instead of the cinnamon roll. 



For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for 
you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy 
of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work 
and as you grow in the knowledge of God. – Colossians 1:9-10 (NRSV) 

It’s almost a daily struggle for me. The struggle I’m speaking of is discov-
ering God’s will for my life. I know what you’re thinking, “But, Pastor Paul, you’re a pastor! How can you be 
struggling to discover God’s will for your life?” Well, that’s a very good question. Allow me to answer by saying 
being a pastor doesn’t give me special dispensation from the daily struggles of life such as this one. Just because      
I felt God calling me to ministry as a fulltime pastor years ago, doesn’t mean I no longer struggle with the question, 
“What is God’s will for my life?” 

I know I’m not alone in the struggle to answer this important question. As a Christian, I am certain this is just 
as much a struggle for you as it is for me. However, for those of you reading this article and thinking you’re not  
having this struggle, I congratulate you and invite you to share with me how you have overcome it. But I also want 
to ask you this question: “Are you sure you’re not struggling with God’s will for your life because you choose to 
ignore it?” I don’t mean to be snide by asking this question, but I know it is so much easier for us simply to ignore 
God’s will  rather than struggle with it daily. Thus, we often find ourselves unintentionally running away from 
God’s will. 

I have another question to ask those of you who feel (as I do) that you indeed struggle with trying to discern 
God’s will for your life. The question is: “Are you sure your struggles aren’t the result of you trying to discern 
wrongly God’s will for your life?” Again, I don’t mean to be sarcastic, but maybe it’s time you and I try a new   
approach in our attempts to discern God’s will for our lives. After all, it’s obvious by our ongoing struggles that the 
approach we’ve been using just isn’t working. 

Some years ago I read a rather thought-provoking devotion on this subject. It is from H. Norman Wright’s book 
on daily devotions for men titled, With All My Strength. The January 28 devotion speaks of our struggles to discover 
God’s will for our life. In it, the author shares a different perspective on this issue from one of Dr. James Dobson’s 
writings. I will share that perspective with you and pray that it will enable you to overcome your struggles to       
discover God’s will for your life. 

Dr. James Dobson, in his helpful book God’s Will, tells a penetrating story of Rev. Everett Howard, a veteran      
missionary to the Cape Verde Islands for twenty-six years. His call to the mission field has implications for all of 
us. 

After finishing college and dental school, Howard was still uncertain about God’s will for his life. One night he 
went into the sanctuary of the church where his father was serving as pastor. He knelt down at the altar and took a 
piece of  paper on which he wrote all the things he was ready to do for God. He signed his name at the bottom and 
waited for some sign of God’s affirmation and presence, but nothing happened. He took his paper again, thinking 
he might have left something out – still no response from the Lord. He waited and waited. Then it happened. He 
felt the Lord speaking within him. The Lord told him to tear up the sheet. 

“You’re going about it all wrong,” [God] said gently. “Son, I want you to take a blank piece of paper, sign it on 
the bottom, and let Me fill it in.” 

Howard responded, and God guided a spectacular missionary career from that day forward. 

God is not as interested in our commitments to what we decide to do for [God] as [God] is in what we will   
allow [God] to do through us. Our task is not to list our accomplishments or our plans for service, but to give [God] 
a blank sheet and let [God] fill it in. 

Instead of going to God with our own list of what we feel God wants us to do with our life, let’s try giving God 
a signed, blank piece of paper. Then, let’s allow God to fill it in with God’s will so we’ll no longer have to struggle 
with  discovering that will on our own. I know this will be a difficult task for some (especially for me) since it’s so 
hard for us to “let go and let God,” but it’s important that we try. I know we’ll feel much better about our lives 
when we do. So, what are we waiting for? Let’s get our biggest eraser and start erasing! Just a thought . . .  

Agape, 

Pastor Paul 

~Just a Thought~ 



World Communion Sunday 
October 3 

This special offering on Sunday, October 3 helps  

international or national students with the cost of 

their continuing education. These are students who 

might otherwise be overlooked or forgotten. If you 

would like to donate, please make sure to have 

“WCS” in the memo section of your check, or written 

on a church giving envelope. Together we can make a 

difference!  

 

THANK YOU! 
We would like to thank everyone for the meals, 

calls, thoughts and prayers while we recovered 

from Covid. We are thankful to say we are on 

the mend, and back to church on Sundays! 

We are so blessed to call Sugar Creek our home 

church and all of you family! 

Tom & Paulette Hale 

1st    Jim Lund 

4th    Cheri Hoots 

7th    Don Jones 

10th    John Kessler 

12th    Gene Meurer 

13th    Adrian Chism 

15th    Christine Lindsey 

16th    Mary Gilreath 

18th    Ed Gregory 

18th    Jennifer Kessler 

20th    Joe Lawing 

25th    Susan Burke 

26th    Zara Lund 

27th    Laura Pickrell 

30th    Tom Dozier 

30th    Jennie Ayers 

31st    Jane Pond 

1st   Dave & Lois Dickey 

3rd   Tom & Paulette Hale 

3rd   Mike & Pat Lucas 

3rd   Todd & Heather Lowary 

7th   Gene & Wanda Meurer 

16th   Richard & Donna Cleeton 

19th   Brian & Suzanne Daugherty 

20th   Chuck & Jessica Sharp 

20th   Randall & Aimee Forbes 

22nd   Tom & Linda Stelte  

28th   Rich & Jeri Osborn 

29th   Bob & Pat Gruen 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or anniversary 

list? Please contact the Church Office (697.4643 or 

office@sugarcreek.org) to let us know. We don’t want 

to miss your special day! 



REPORT OF PASTOR   
Church Conference 2021 

State of the Church: 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic that has plagued the world now for over a year and a half, the state of Sugar 
Creek continues to be one of being in a holding pattern. However, the church has made significant steps recently to 
begin moving forward into a new future. We have resumed holding two Sunday morning worship services at new 
times (9:00AM and 11:00AM), as well as a fellowship time and study groups at 10:00AM. We are hiring a fulltime 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries. We are starting up a new “Adventure Highway” children’s ministry for 
K-5 children on Sunday mornings. Finally, our Wonderful Wednesday’s ministry has started the fall season with 
meals served at 5:30PM and small group opportunities offered at 6:30PM. 

Sugar Creek continues to follow the Covid Safety Practices for Churches as outlined by the CDC and recommended by 
the IGRC. Currently, persons attending services or participating in any indoor group activities at the church are required 
to wear a facemask. The pews on both far wings of the worship center are marked for social distanced seating for anyone 
needing or wanting to social distance. Social distancing and hand washing/sanitizing are encouraged with posted signs. 
The 9:00AM worship service is livestreamed via Facebook Live and recorded on YouTube for persons who need or 
want to stay at home to participate. The administrative and ministry teams have the options of meeting at the church 
(while following appropriate safety practices), meeting online via Zoom or meeting as a hybrid group (both in-person 
and online participation). 

Members and friends of Sugar Creek continue to be faithful in giving their tithes and offerings to support the mission 
and ministries of Sugar Creek during this challenging time. They also continue to participate in church services, meet-
ings, studies and ministries while patiently following the latest Covid safety practices put in place, and determinedly 
overcoming considerable challenges like learning to use Facebook Live, YouTube and ZOOM. 

With all that said, and as I reported the last two years, I believe the current state of the Sugar Creek United Methodist 
Church continues to be a blend of both contentment and concern. The church is overall content with the success of its 
well-established missions, ministries and events. The church is also celebrating the initial success and growth of its new 
outreach ministry into the community with Neighbor Helping Neighbor. At the same time, the church is concerned about 
the inevitable consequences of currently being an aging congregation, including the increasing difficulties of maintaining 
ongoing missions, ministries and events, and starting new ones, due to a lack of young leaders and volunteers to step in 
and fill the voids. 

It is also struggling to find effective ways to reach out to new children, young adults and families, which are vital to the 
future growth and ongoing effectiveness of Sugar Creek UMC. One hopeful step the church is taking in this  regard is the 
formation of new Children’s and Youth Ministry Teams, which, under the leadership of a new Director of Children and 
Youth Ministries, will plan ways of reaching out, inviting in and ministering to children and youth in the church and        
surrounding communities. 

Account of Pastoral Ministry: 

Here are the highlights of my pastoral ministry for the past four years at Sugar Creek UMC, which have been hindered 
somewhat due to the Covid-19 pandemic. It has been more challenging, to be sure, to provide quality pastoral care amid 
the Covid-19 restrictions that have limited my access to persons in hospitals, assisted living and bounce-back facilities, 
nursing homes, etc. Yet, I have also witnessed the power and presence of God at work under these difficult and challeng-
ing circumstances by seeing lives touched, prayers answered, and hearts moved with the pastoral ministry I have been 
able to provide. Alleluia and amen! 

My ministry foci this year remains the same as when the Covid-19 pandemic hit a year and a half ago: 1) Promote 
discipleship and stewardship growth with more discipleship small groups and an annual stewardship program. 2) 
Provide opportunities for experiencing healing and wholeness in individuals and the Sugar Creek church community. 
3) Promote and celebrate the church’s unique vision and mission. 4) Build formative and healthy relationships among 
church members, leaders and pastor. 5) Outline and emphasize ministry team boundaries 
and responsibilities. 6) Equip disciples of Christ for fulfilling the mission and ministries of 
The United Methodist Church. 

Since the ministries I listed above are all ongoing, long-term ones, my ministry goals will 
include each one of them in the future. In addition, I will be giving considerable attention, 
leadership, resources and support to the following ministries: Neighbor Helping Neighbor 
Outreach Ministry and the Children and Youth Ministries  



Don’t forget about the Our Conference Our 

Kids jar located in the Worship Center. Your 

donations support the following: 

Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, 

Lessie Baes Davis Neighborhood House, 

Spero Family Services, and The Baby Fold. 

To learn more about these children’s agencies 

visit: ww.embraceocok.org. 

 

OCTOBER MEETINGS 

Caregiving 

Tuesday, October 5 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Trustees 

Tuesday, October 12 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Leadership 

Tuesday, October 19 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Missions 

Tuesday, October 26 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Worship 

Thursday, October 28 @ 6:30 pm 

Join us for Wonderful Wednesdays! Small 

groups begin at 6:30 pm, but make sure to 

come early at 5:30 pm for a delicious meal 

prepared by our kitchen crew. 

October 6—Brats, hot dogs, mac & 

cheese, and s’mores for dessert 

October 13—Chili, soup, veggie tray and 

dessert 

October 20—Baked tilapia, oven potatoes, 

coleslaw, and dessert 

October 27—It’s a cowboy cookout with 

smoked pulled pork & all the fixins 

Small Group Opportunities 

Reckless Love (led by Pastor Paul) - How 
did Jesus teach the Greatest Commandment 
to his disciples? In his latest book Reckless 
Love, author and Pastor Tom Berlin writes 
that Jesus taught them to love neighbor 
first as a way to more deeply love God. 

In this small group you will consider your 
life, and learn how loving the people 
around you will completely renew your 
faith and give you a new experience of loving 
God. Books are available on the table outside 
the church office. Suggested donation $8. 

Ecclesiastes (led by Bill Allbright) - If you're not 
real familiar with the book of Ecclesiastes, as 
you begin reading it you might think "What in 
the world is he talking about?" 

As you get more familiar with the book, 
you will be more inclined to think "Well of 
course!" The book is filled with truisms 
and familiar passages. There are verses 
that we quote without really knowing they 
came from Ecclesiastes. 

If you haven't been attending a small 
group, this might be a good place to 
start.     



COMING SOON! 
2021-22 Sugar Creek          

Confirmation Experience 
November 7, 2021-June 5, 2022 

6-8th Grade Jr. High Youth 
Registrations Begin October 11 

Church Office: office@sugarcreek.org 

 

GLENWOOD HIGH SCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASS 

The Special Education Class at Glenwood High School is in 

need of adult sized disposable face masks and large/XL        

disposal gloves. Look for the donation box in the church foyer. 

Scan the QR Code to make a contribution with a 
Smartphone, or visit our website 
(www.sugarcreek.org) to have your offering 
debited automatically from your checking, 
savings, credit or debit card. You can set  
up automatic payments, or do a one-time 
donation, the choice is yours! 


