
Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

October 2019 

~Our Mission~ 
To Bring People to Jesus Christ Through  

Worship, Connection, and Service. 

Join us...if you dare on October 30th at 

5:30 pm for a spook-a-rific, fun-filled meal 

prepared by our Wonderful Wednesday 

Kitchen Crew.   

Wonderful Wednesday 

SPOOKTACULAR DINNER 
October 30th @ 5:30 pm 
Small Groups @ 6:30 pm 

 

Whether you’re a chili chef, or a      

connoisseur make sure to join us for 

the Annual Chili Cook-off on Sunday, 

October 6th at 12 pm. Do you make a 

mean pot of chili? Come bring the 

heat by entering your best chili recipe 

in the competition. Don’t make chili? 

Come be a tester! We just ask that 

you bring a dessert to share. 

Contact the Church Office to register for 

the competition: 

(office@sugarcreek.org or 697.4643) 

October 6th 

FALL FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
Weiner Roast & Hayrack Ride 

Wednesday, November 6 

5:30pm—8:00pm 
 

Don’t miss out on the fun! There will be hot 

dogs & marshmallows to roast, hot chocolate 

and caramel apples too! Don’t forget to bring 

your lawn chairs, and to wear something warm 

for the hayride. Hope to see you there! 

 
Christmas at Sugar Creek 

VENDOR FAIR 
Saturday, November 30th 

10 am—3 pm 

OVER 60 VENDORS! 

We will have a full list of vendors  

listed on Facebook soon! 

The Mission’s Team will be serving breakfast Sunday, 

October 6th during the 9:15 am Fellowship Time. 

COME TO CHURCH HUNGRY! Proceeds benefit the 

Emergency Relief Fund of Sugar Creek. 



For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter  
under heaven: . . . – Ecclesiastes 3:1, NRSV. 

Chapter three of Ecclesiastes opens with what likely are its most 
well-known verses. Verses 1 – 8 read as  follows. “For everything there is 
a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 
pluck up was is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 
time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 
from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time 
to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 
peace” (NRSV). 

I like this text from Ecclesiastes because of the sense of rhythm it portrays. It reminds me that in all of God’s 
Creation there exists a critical, underlying rhythm to life – a rhythmic heartbeat . . . a steady pulse . . . a natural cycle. In 
fact, I believe that rhythm is an important part of life itself. Think about what life would be like without rhythm. I imag-
ine there would be chaos, as the natural progression of life would cease to exist. 

We need only to consider the crops we rely on for food as one example of the importance of the God-
ordained rhythm of life itself. There would be no food if the crops didn’t experience a naturally recurring seasonal 
cycle – going from a small seed, to a new sprout, to a young plant, to a pollinated adult, to a mature fruit, to a har-
vested seed. The same holds true for all of nature, including human beings. We wouldn’t be able to live for long 
without undergoing a continuous cycle of existence or a natural rhythm of life. 

I also believe this same natural rhythm exists in the life of communities and organizations, including the 
Church. Thus, all churches have a divinely created rhythm – “a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” The 
Sugar Creek United Methodist Church (SCUMC) is no exception. As life in general, and as the surrounding communi-
ties in particular, experience the rhythm of life, so too does SCUMC. The normal rhythm of SCUMC changes as the 
rhythms of its members, the communities in which it lives, and God’s call for its work in the world changes. In fact, 
SCUMC’s rhythm is constantly changing, as it should. After all, the one constant of rhythm is change, and if SCUMC 
doesn’t have rhythm (if it isn’t changing), then it doesn’t have life! 

I am both hopeful and excited about the future of SCUMC, because I feel our rhythm is taking on a new life of its 
own. SCUMC is venturing into a new season – not a season to die, but a season to live; not a season to reap, but a season 
to plant; not a season to hurt, but a season to heal; not a season to weep, but a season to laugh; not a season to mourn, but a 
season to dance. I could go on, but you get my point. The natural rhythm of SCUMC is changing. With this change, come 
new and exciting opportunities for accomplishing the mission and ministries of the church according to the will and call of 
God. 

Key to making the most of the new life rhythm of the church is whether we, as members, choose to adjust our 
personal rhythms to correspond with the church’s rhythm. If our personal rhythms are out of sync with the church’s 
rhythm, then I’m certain SCUMC will fail to live out its vision and mission. It will only be a matter of time, then, when 
the season of life will change into the season of death for our church. Therefore, I’m calling for us to reflect on our      
personal rhythm of life, discern what season of life our church is currently experiencing, and (with God’s help) make 
necessary adjustments to harmonize our season of life with the church’s. 

Here are just some examples of the seasonal changes we may need to consider: going from a season of criticism 
to one of commitment, a season of self-interest to one of generosity, a season of pride to one of humility, a season of 
thinking “what is the church doing for me?” to one of thinking “what am I doing for the church?” Again, I could go on, 
but you get my point. 

Remember, with God, all things are possible and made new; and “for everything there is a season, and a time 
for every matter under heaven.” Also, keep in mind that if SCUMC has rhythm, it has life; and the same is true for you! 
It’s just a matter of whether you choose to help your church make the most of its rhythmic season of life and fulfill its 
vision and mission by making the love and support of SCUMC – through your faithful prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness – part of your seasonal rhythm of life. I pray you will, with God’s help, because the life rhythm of our 
church is too important to deny or ignore. Just a thought! 

 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

The Rhythm of Our Church 



 

Dear Sugar Creek: 

  

Thank you for your giving so far this year. Sugar Creek has been able to continue to provide 

support to numerous mission projects with your contributions and keep up with paying all 

bills and conference obligations. 

While we feel blessed to have been able to do this, we need your help to continue. The first 

few months of the year had low attendance because of bad weather. The offerings were low 

and we have not made up the income lost. As of August 31, 2019, the finance reports show a 

negative amount of $5,364.10. There is a real need to catch up on our giving for the shortfall 

between now and the end of the year if we want to end the year on budget. 

If we all work together, we can reach this goal. Thank you in advance for your support of 

Sugar Creek UMC and its mission “To Bring People to Jesus Christ Through Worship, Connec-

tion and Service.” 

 

Sincerely, 

Pat Wright 

Chair Finance Committee 

General Fund 

Contributions 

Expense 

Net Income (-loss) 

 

Building Fund 

August 2019 

$20,873 

$27,350 

($6,477) 

 

 

Year to Date 

$191,676 

$197,041 

($5,365) 

 

$16,514 

YOUR MONEY 

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 

October stewardship message: Our tithes and offerings 

are an expression of gratitude, worship and praise.      

Giving is an act of faith. 

“Those who are generous are blessed, for they share 

their bread with the poor.” Proverbs 22:9 

Sharing our Joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching out to show 

God's Love.  

Scan the QR Code to make a contribution 

with a Smartphone, or visit our website 

(www.sugarcreek.org) to have your offering 

debited automatically from your checking, 

savings, credit or debit card.  You can set  

up automatic payments, or do a one-time 

donation, the choice is yours! 



This offering on Sunday, October 6th helps 

international or national students with the 

cost of their continuing education. These 

are students who might otherwise be over-

looked or forgotten. 

World Communion Sunday 

Helen Frazee is  

Turning 104! 
 

Let’s help Helen celebrate her 

103rd birthday on October 

30th by sending her birthday 

wishes. Cards can be sent to:  

Helen Frazee 

C/O River Birch Senior Living 

4012 Cockrell Lane 

Springfield, IL. 62711 

Get Fit Where You Sit! 

Mondays at 10:00 am 

The focus is balance, flexibility and 

stretching. The cost is $10 for each 

session you  attend. Open to everyone! 

This book study opportunity takes place 

at the Chatham Café (414 N Main Plaza) 

on Tuesday mornings at 7 am. We en-

courage you join us and invite a friend! 

Tuesdays @ 7 am 

 

BOOK & CD SALE 
 

The Sugar Creek Youth are collecting gently 

used books, and CDs for the Vendor Fair. If 

you have books or CDs you would like to         

donate please drop them off at the Church 

by November 24th.   

We will have a “Noisy Collection” for Our 

Conference/Our Kids on Sunday, October 

27th...so have your change ready! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We are created for community, fashioned for  

fellowship, and formed for a family, and none of us          

can fulfill God’s purposes by ourselves. 

~Rick Warren 



Pastors are God’s gifts to His people and are worthy of recognition for their willing and 

faithful service. Pastor Appreciation month is an opportunity for local congregations to 

give thanks to God for their pastors. It is a time to demonstrate genuine appreciation for 

their service. 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church will be honoring Pastor Paul throughout the month 

of October with a card shower, love offering and a cake celebration on Sunday, October 

13th. 

If you would like to contribute to the love offering please feel free to place your offering in 

an envelope and indicate “Pastor Appreciation” on the envelope, or your check. You can  

also bring a card on Sunday, October 13th. 

THE WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 

KITCHEN CREW NEEDS YOU! 

Would you be willing to help on Wednesday evenings? The      

Wonderful Wednesday Kitchen Crew needs help with the       

following:  
 

• Assist in the kitchen with meal prep, clean-up, etc. 

• Provide dessert 

• Deliver meals to homebound, those recovering from  illness or surgery, etc. 

• Table & chair setup and breakdown. 

• Take trash to the dumpster. 

For One Ministries Presents:  Love of the Lamb 
Saturday, December 14th @ 7 pm 

Come and hear the complete Christmas story that will take you beyond the manger. Learn about 

Joseph’s journey and Mary’s  memories. Follow Jesus from His childhood to the Cross; and from the 

Resurrection to His return. We believe you will find the true meaning and joy of Christmas as you 

experience the Love of the Lamb, and are reminded of the real reason He came. 



1st   Dave & Lois Dickey 

3rd   Tom & Paulette Hale 

3rd   Mike & Pat Lucas 

3rd   Todd & Heather Lowary 

5th   Kevin & Shantel High 

7th   Gene & Wanda Meurer 

16th   Richard & Donna Cleeton 

19th   Brian & Suzanne Daugherty 

20th   Chuck & Jessica Sharp 

20th   Randall & Aimee Forbes 

22nd   Tom & Linda Stelte  

28th   Rich & Jeri Osborn 

29th   Bob & Pat Gruen 

29th   Thad & Angel Lael 

1st    Jim Lund 

4th    Cheri Hoots 

6th    Rosalie Mottar 

7th    Don Jones 

10th    John Kessler 

12th    Gene Meurer 

13th    Adrian Chism 

15th    Christine Lindsey 

18th    Ed Gregory 

18th    Jennifer Kessler 

19th    Charse Kessler 

20th    Joe Lawing 

25th    Susan Burke 

26th    Zara Lund 

27th    Laura Pickrell 

30th    Tom Dozier 

30th    Helen Frazee 

30th    Jennie Ayers 

31st    Jane Pond 

31st   Courtney Furlong 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or anniversary list? Please 

contact the Church Office (office@sugarcreek.org/697.4643) to 

let us know. We don’t want to miss your special day! 

October 14th 

Sunday, October 6 
Cheri Hoots and family in loving memory  

of  their grandfather, Verlin Rolf. 
 

Sunday, October 13 
Gene & Wanda Meurer 

In honor of their 57th wedding anniversary (10/7). 
 

Sunday, October 20 
Chuck & Jessica Sharp 

In honor of their 40th wedding anniversary (10/20). 
 

Sunday, October 27—available 

OCTOBER MEETINGS 

Caregiving Team 
Tuesday, Oct. 1 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Children & Family Ministries 
Tuesday, Oct. 1 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Trustees 
Tuesday, Oct. 8 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Finance 
Thursday, Oct. 10 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Leadership 
Tuesday, Oct. 15 @ 6:30 pm 

 

SPPRC 
Thursday, Oct. 17 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Missions 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Worship 
Thursday, Oct. 24 @ 6:30 pm 

October Altar 

Flowers Provided By: 



We have formed a new team here at Sugar Creek UMC! It's an exciting group called the 

Children & Family Ministries group. We will be looking at how all of us as the Sugar Creek 

family can best serve each other as well as new families and children coming into the 

church. We hope to create fun-filled and spirit-led activities, events, and classes that are 

both educational and supportive to each other. We are doing research now, so please let us 

know if you have an idea or would like to join our committee. We will continue to         

communicate our progress as we go. 
 

Thank you. 

Bill Allbright 

CHILDREN & FAMILY  MINISTRIES 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY AT BALL ELEMENTARY 

Volunteers are needed to care for children that have parents attending a 15 minute school  

conference with the teachers at Ball Elementary. One hour time slots are available. The 

sign up sheet is located on the table next to the Church Office. Dates and times needed 

are:   

 

October 24th 7:30 am thru 6:30 pm  

October 25th 7:30 am thru 11:15 am   
 

Volunteers must complete an annual background check. Pick up a form at the desk when 

you sign up. Return completed forms to the church office or Pat Lucas. Last year, parents 

and staff were very appreciative that Sugar Creek provided this opportunity for a stress 

free conference. Please help us to provide this service again! 

Celebrating what is right with the church! 

You will be made rich in every way so that you  
can be generous in every way. 2 Corinthians 9:11 

 

A 4-week stewardship program with worship, preaching,      
storytelling, and teaching, focusing on “the heart of giving.” 

November 3rd:  Ministry Flows From the Heart 

November 10th:  The Art of Love 

November 17th:  Inspirations of the Heart 

November 24th:  Declarations of Your Heart 

 


