
Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

~Our Mission~ 

To Bring People to Jesus Christ Through  

Worship, Connection, and Service. 

Weiner Roast & Hayrack Ride 
Wednesday, November 7 

5:30pm—8:00pm 
 

Don’t miss out on the fun!  There will be hot 
dogs & marshmallows to roast, hot chocolate 
and caramel apples too!  Don’t forget to bring 
your lawn chairs, and to wear something 
warm for the hayride.  Hope to see you there! 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back           
one hour before you go to bed                         

on Saturday, November 3. 

Join us Sunday, November 18, 2018 at Chatham 
UMC at 6:00 pm for this special service. Pastor 
Paul will deliver the message. 

The song you know. The story you don’t. 

United Methodist Men & Ladies too! 
Dinner and a Movie 

Monday, November 12 at 6:00 pm 
~$10 Per Person~ 

Menu—Pork chop dinner 
Movie—I Can Only Imagine 

 

A gripping reminder of the power of forgiveness,     
I Can Only Imagine beautifully illustrates that no 
one is ever too far from God’s love—or from an 
eternal home in Heaven.  
 

Tickets available on Sunday mornings, or by 
contacting the Church Office (697.4643). 

Cookie Walk 
Saturday, December 8 

8 am—12 pm 



Just a Thought… Tradition 
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your 
generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. – Exodus 12:14 (NRSV) 

Tradition is important. Tevye staunchly sings of and defends tradition in the musical Fiddler on the Roof. 
The Lord God divinely ordained tradition in the Book of Exodus when the Israelites were commanded to ob-
serve the Passover in the above scripture verse. Jesus himself mandated Christians to keep a holy tradition when 
he tells his disciples during their last Passover meal together, “Do this in remembrance of me” (John 2:19 
NRSV). 

The holiday season is rapidly approaching; and there’s perhaps no other time of the year when tradition 
is important. Thanksgiving and Christmas, in particular, are steeped in tradition. Think about how your family 
and you celebrate these holidays and the various traditions you passionately observe year after year and gen-
eration after generation. 

Some holiday traditions are common to many of us in the United States – turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings, large family gatherings, football games and naps in the afternoon, etc. on Thanksgiving Day; Christ-
mas trees and decorations, card and gift exchanges, church and school pageants, eggnog and fruit cake (my 
favorites!), etc. at Christmastime. 

Other holiday traditions are exclusive to individuals and families, depending on their unique back-
grounds and heritages. Recall those distinct traditions that have been passed down for generations in your fam-
ily – traditions that no one else can quite understand or appreciate. However, they are important to your family 
and you because they are precious experiences and memories, which forever are woven into the fabric your 
family. 

Tradition is also important in Christ’s church. As with holiday traditions, some traditions of the church 
are similar worldwide and span denominations. For example, all Christian churches hold as tradition the au-
thority of Scripture, God as Trinity, Jesus as Emmanuel and Savior, the Sacraments of Baptism and Communion, 
etc. 

Other church traditions differ along denominational, geographical and cultural lines, including the 
number and definition of Sacraments, the ordination of women, the legitimacy of extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit (speaking in tongues), the recognition and worship of saints, etc. While still other traditions are unique to 
individual community churches such as the annual church ham or spaghetti or chicken dinner; the organiza-
tion of community ministries like children’s afterschool programs, vacation Bible school, or adult recovery pro-
grams; the support of local missions like the food pantry, homeless shelter or soup kitchen, etc. 

Tradition, then, is important to family and church. Thus, during this holiday season, I encourage all of 
us to appreciate and experience tradition more than we have in past years. The reason being is that I feel many 
families and churches today no longer value tradition nor consider it important to them. We must not abandon 
tradition or neglect its importance to the health and wellbeing of our families and churches. At the same time, 
we must not overvalue tradition and worship tradition itself. After all, there are times when some traditions 
need to end in order to make space for new traditions to begin. 

We can begin to embrace and uphold traditions this holiday season by remembering and honoring the 
original reasons for establishing the traditions of Thanksgiving and Christmas. You see, I think in recent years, 
as we have become more self-centered as individuals and more secular as a nation, we have forgotten why we 
celebrate these popular holidays. So, it’s about time we come back to our national and Christian heritages! 

Remember, then, that Thanksgiving is more than a day of plentiful food, family and football. It’s a day 
designated for giving thanks for all the bountiful blessings we receive as citizens of the U.S.A. and a day set 
apart for offering our thanksgiving to the Lord God for all the blessings we receive in great abundance 
throughout the year. I encourage each one of us to remember and observe the main tradition of Thanksgiving – 
that of giving thanks! 

Remember, also, that Christmas is more than a time for decorating homes, exchanging gifts, attending 
parties, and indulging in a little (or a lot of!) eggnog and fruitcake. It is a time for gathering as families to retell 
the story of the Virgin Mary giving birth to a precious child in a lowly stable in Bethlehem. It is a time for wor-
shiping and praising our God who “so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NRSV). It is a time for celebrating the birth of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus the Christ. These are the Christmas tradition that all of us should observe above all others. I 
pray this will be true of your family and you this Christmas! 

May you and yours have a truly tradition-al Thanksgiving and Christmas this year! Just a thought . . . 

Pastor Paul 



Over the past few weeks – as part of our 2018 Stewardship Initiative titled Earn. Save. Give. – we have 
been exploring together John Wesley’s surprising advice to earn all you can, save all you can, and give all you 
can. We’ve talked about money and how we can earn, save, and give it in ways that help others and honor 
Christ. 

The final week of our program will culminate with “Commitment Sunday” on November 18, when we 
ask our members and friends to return their commitment cards, as we look forward to what God will do 
through our church this year with our faithful stewardship and gifts of support. In this regard, I offer my 
thanksgiving and praise to all of you who faithfully and generously gave to support the mission and ministries 
of Sugar Creek UMC this past year. Without your loving and caring support, our church’s vital mission and 
important ministries could not happen. 

Before November 18, look for an important stewardship mailing to arrive at your home. Included in the 
mailing is a commitment card that we encourage you and your family members to fill out and bring with you 
on Commitment Sunday. There are two reasons we ask you to fill out and return a commitment card each year. 
First, it allows the church to plan accurately for ministries, since we base our ministry budget on the dollar 
amount committed persons plan to give. Second, the act of filling out a card is a way of inviting you to set a 
personal stewardship goal for giving during the coming year. 

As an important spiritual discipline, I encourage you to prayerfully consider giving the biblical tithe – 
10 percent of your income – to the church. If you can’t take that step this year, perhaps you can move toward a 
tithe by increasing your giving by 1%. On the other hand, you may be struggling fiscally and, thus, may not be 
able to give financially right now. If that’s the case, I encourage you to consider increasing your stewardship to 
the church through your prayers, presence, service and witness, as these are as equally important as financial 
gifts in supporting the mission and ministries of the church. 

When the stewardship packet arrives in the mail, please take a few minutes to pray about your faithful 
stewardship and gifts of support to Sugar Creek UMC for the new year and fill out the card. Then, bring the 
card with you on Commitment Sunday, when we will collect the commitment cards and commit them to the 
Lord’s work in the church during the two worship services. If you are unable to be with us on Sunday, Novem-
ber 18, you can drop off or mail the card to the church office, or bring it to worship the following Sunday. 

Thank you for all you do to further the mission and work of our church. You truly make a difference; 
we cannot be the church Christ calls us to be without you! 

Pastor Paul 

Friday, November 16, 2018 
5:00 pm—8:30 pm 

Do you need time for holiday shopping? 

Has it been awhile since you had a date night? 

We’ll watch your children for three & half hours! 

~FREE—WILL OFFERING~ 
 

Bounce house       games         food        

and a whole lot more! 
 

Open to ages 6 months to 12 years old 

Please register by Friday, November 9, 2018 

office@sugarcreek.org/217.697.4643 

WE CAN HELP! 



It’s annual Charge Conference time again! We will 
have a combined meeting with several Sangamon 
River Churches at First United Methodist Church 
(2141 S. Koke Mill Rd, Spfld) on Thursday, November 
1 at 6:00 pm. Everyone is welcome to attend, and we 
ask that ALL team chairs be present.  

The Conference will be officiated by Rev. Sylvester 

Weatherall our District Superintendent.  The primary 

responsibilities of the conference are to review and 

evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church, 

receive reports, and adopt objectives and goals recom-

mended by the church council/leadership.  Please 

contact the Church  Office (office@sugarcreek.org or 

483.2270) if you have any questions.  

1st   Dale Boyd  

2nd   Rachel Shea  

2nd   Justin King  

5th   Wayne Ealey  

8th   Chuck Frazee  

10th   Jennifer Smith  

11th   Terry Daugherty  

12th   Lucy Anderson  

15th   Donna Behl  

15th   Linda Stelte  

16th   Connor Mobley  

22nd  Glen Garrels  

24th   Kevin Jones  

27th   Steve Hedinger  

30th   Brent Bearden  

 
11th     Tom & Judy Lowary  

23rd     Ed & Mary Ellen Gaffney  

27th     Gary & Gloria Tuxhorn  

29th     Carl & Amanda Kessler  

November Anniversaries 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or  
anniversary list? Please contact the Church  
Office and let us know (697.4643 or                   
office@sugarcreek.org). We don’t want to         
miss your special day!  

THANK YOU to Pastor Paul for 
the many hospital visits and the 
lovely funeral service provided 
for Pat Nichols. To the Sugar 
Creek members that visited her 
and everyone that extended 
their condolences, for all the 
prayers and the wonderful 
cards  Thanks to the ladies for 
the awesome meal they provided.  Everything 
was greatly appreciated.  

Judy Plummer & The Pat Nichols family 

Caregiving—Tuesday, November 6 @ 6:30 pm 

Finance—No meeting this month 

Education—Monday, November 12 @ 6:00 pm 

Missions—Tuesday, November 27 @ 6:30 pm 

Worship—Thursday, November 29 @ 6:30 pm 

November 4—Available 
 

November 11—Tom & Judy Lowary in honor of 
their 57th wedding anniversary. 
 

November 18—Chuck & Jessica Sharp in honor of 
their granddaughter Mallory E. Bartlett’s 1st birth-
day. 
 

November 25—Clark & Barb Germann  
accepting peace, love, laughter & prayers as they 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on        
December 31.  

Tis the Season to be Thankful 



Christmas at Sugar Creek Vendor Fair 
Saturday, November 24, 2018 

10:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Help Fight Hunger! 
Bring in a non-perishable 
food item for the Chatham 
Food Pantry. 

OVER 60 VENDORS 
Tastefully Simple 

Signature Home Style 

Avon 

Eldon’s Birdhouses 

Homemade Caramels by Alicia 

Alley Crafts by Jim Havera 

Carol’s Jewelry 

doTERRA Essential Oils 

Initials Inc, Mindi Tuxhorn, Creative Consultant 

Steeped Tea 

Too Chic Boutique 

shortbus Productions 

CRAFTS by Joanne 

Thirty-One 

Gifts of Wood 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church—1022 New City Road, Chatham, IL. 62629 
www.sugarcreek.org/office@sugarcreek.org/217.483.2270 

Afghans, knitted & crocheted 
items, jewelry, purses, wood 

art, soaps & lotions, pet items, 
clothes, home decorations, 
home-made candies, and 

much, much more! 

The Central Illinois Community 
Blood Mobile will be on site 
from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

Look for Christmas at Sugar 

Creek Vendor Fair on Facebook 

for a full list of vendors. 

 

Come early, and stay for lunch!  

hot dogs, beefy nachos,  

and even a bake sale! 



 

YOUR MONEY 

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 
November stewardship message: Our tithes and          
offerings are an expression of gratitude, worship 
and praise. Giving is an act of faith. 

General Fund 
Contributions 
  Expense 
   Missions & Benevolence 
   Conference Obligations 
   Program Expense 
   Salaries (Pastor & Staff) 
   Utilities & Cleaning 
 Total Expense 
 Net Income (-loss) 
Building Fund 
 Contributions 
Video & Audio System 
 Contributions 
Crop Proceeds 

September 2018 
$28,815 

 
$1,763 
$1,826 
$3,111 

$14,163 
$2,646 

$23,509 
$5,306 

 
$1,015 

 

Year to Date 
$221,696 

 
$18,878 
$16,434 
$15,762 

$127,907 
$26,322 

$205,303 
$16,393 

 
$20,050 

 
$26,032 
$16,407 

John Wesley’s three rules for 

Christians: 

Gain all you can 

Save all you can 

Give all you can 

Sharing Our JOY in Christ Jesus by Reaching Out to Show God’s Love. 

The Church Office will be 

closed on Thursday, November 

22, and Friday, November 23. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Wonderful Wednesday 
There will not be a meal or small groups on 

Wednesday, Nov. 21. 

 

24th Annual 

Chicken Dinner 

Proceeds Benefited: 

Missions—$215.82 
Sound System—$1,939 

Get Fit Where You Sit! 

Chair Yoga 
Mondays at 10:00 am 

 

The focus is balance, flexibility and 
stretching. The cost is $10 for each 
session you  attend. Open to every-
one! 

Tuesday 
Book Study 

This book study opportunity 

takes place at the Chatham  

Café (414 N Main Plaza) on 

Tuesday mornings at 7 am. 

We encourage you join us 

and invite a friend! 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 

Whatever you do, in word or deed, do all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 

Him to God the Father. 

Colossians 3:17 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm  
Doors open at 5:30 pm 

 

All 6th—12th grade  

Bring a friend...or two. 



 
We will be decorating the 

church for the Christmas 

season on Wednesday 

November 28. Dinner will 

be served at 5:30 pm         

followed by decorating!  

Come join in the fun and 

fellowship. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

We have been collecting items for Operation 
Christmas Child (shoeboxes) all year, and now 
it's time to fill the boxes, and mail them out. 
We need your help! 

The cost to ship one shoebox is $9. Our goal 
is to fill 50 boxes, which is $450 in shipping 
costs. If you would like to help with the cost 
of shipping, please designate on your offering 
envelope, or check "OCC". Donations need to 
be received by November 11.  

Advent Poinsettias 

Would you like to help with the purchase of poinsettias 

for the Advent Season?  With every $15 donation your 

name will be listed in the December church bulletins 

along with the name of the person you are honoring, 

remembering, and/or celebrating.  The poinsettias will 

be placed in the Sanctuary. Order forms will be avail-

able this month in the church foyer or office.  Please 

contact the church office (office@sugarcreek.org or 

697.4643) for more information. 

Our Mission Trees have been selected 

for the Advent Season:  
 

1. Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

2. Midwest Distribution Center 

3.  Contact Ministries   

More details coming soon! 

Family Service—6:00 pm 
Candlelight Service—11:00 pm 

Women’s Retreat 
February 22-24 

Little Galilee Camp, Clinton IL 
$99 for the weekend 

 

includes all meals, supplies and  
overnight accommodations 

 
Contact Shelly Lewis for more details 
(wev342@comcast.net/217.622.1103) 

Barefoot Friends Christmas Brunch 

Christmas Magic 
Saturday, December 15 

More details coming soon! Mark your calendar! 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. 

John 3:16 


