Sugar Creek United Methodist Church

Happy Mother’s Day
to all the Mothers,
Grandmothers,
Aunts, Sisters and other
women in our lives that
care for us and love us
unconditionally.
Sunday, May 12th

Saturday, May 18th
8 am—12 pm
Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 18th
for the UMW Spring Rummage Sale. If you
have donations, and we hope that you do,
please drop off your donations to the
church by May 14th. All proceeds benefit
missions.

Fire Safety in the Home
Wednesday, May 8th at 6:30 pm
Lt. Ryan Bramley from Chatham Fire Department will
be doing a presentation on Wednesday, May 8th on
Fire Safety in the home. He will also talk about their
Fire of Life Program. This is scheduled at 6:30 pm
following the Wonderful Wednesday meal.

The last
Wonderful
Wednesday meal
and small groups
will be May 22nd.
Enjoy your
summer!

NEW BEGINNINGS
For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
what is planted . . . – Ecclesiastes 3:1-2
I believe that May is one of the most important months of the year.
Yes, Nancy’s and my birthday both are in May, but that’s not the reason
I think it’s important. May is important to me because it is a month of transitions . . . a time of new beginnings. In May, the seasons go from winter to spring. (Can I get an “Amen!”) In
May, students graduate from schools, colleges and universities. And in May, the church calendar changes
from a time of Lenten observance to a time of Easter celebration.
Depending on your particular outlook on life, perhaps you view May as a month of anticipated endings. The long, frigid and snowy winter finally ends. School education concludes for many, either temporarily
if there are plans for further studies, or permanently if more education isn’t the goal. And, the church ends its
forty days of Lent with its somber reflections, remembrances and reenactments of the passion of Jesus Christ.
On the other hand, you may look at May as a time of new beginnings. The spring season begins with
its promises of new birth and growth. A time of opportunities for further education or career starts begins for
graduates. And, the church begins a celebration of Easter and the promise of new life we have in the resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Personally, I prefer to look at May as a time of new beginnings. One reason is that when I think of new
beginnings, I also think of new hope, new birth, new life and new opportunities. To me, then, May is an
important time to reflect on my life, and to anticipate and embrace its many new beginnings.
I also encourage you to think about and reflect on the new beginnings in your life during May. As you
tend your gardens and work in your yards, planting new seeds and nurturing new growth, think of new
beginnings. As you celebrate the graduation of a loved one or your own graduation, reflect on new beginnings. As you experience life’s transitions from one milestone to the next, meditate on new beginnings. And,
as you
celebrate Easter and its glorious promise of new life, new hope and new joy, celebrate new beginnings.
Whenever I consider new beginnings, my thoughts always turn to the ones God offers me, not just in
May, but also in every month. I can’t help but to think next of how blessed I am because of God’s daily promises of new beginnings. Finally, thoughts of joy and gratitude to God emerge like the spring flowers as I
consider each new day God gives me as a gift (thus aptly named the present), and as I realize that each day
represents new beginnings for me.
When I go to God each night with thoughts of my sins, failures, regrets and sorrows of the day weighing heavy in my mind and on my heart, God replies by reminding me that tomorrow is a new day filled with
new opportunities to experience new beginnings. God assures me that no matter what I’ve done or failed to
do in the past, God is eager to offer me new hope, new birth, new life and new opportunities with new beginnings in the future.
God’s assurances and desires are the same for you as they are for me. So, claim and proclaim God’s
gracious gift of new beginnings in your life. Also, remember and be grateful that God takes all our past sins,
failures, doubts and regrets and tosses them into the “sea of forgiveness and forgetfulness,” where they are
forgiven and forgotten for all time. Now, if God desires to do that for me, then the very least I can do is to offer
God all my sad old endings, so that God can offer me all happy new beginnings! How about you?
I understand why you might be hesitant to receive the new beginnings God has for you. It’s because
you’re having problems letting go of and forgetting your past sins and failures. Been there; done that! Nevertheless, I urge you to let them go and forget them, because God already has and is just waiting to offer you
something new and better. Besides, it’s difficult for you to receive God’s gift of new beginnings if you have
your hands full, holding tight to your past sins and failures. In God’s eyes, your past is just that – past . . .
gone . . . over. And your future has been assured and prepared by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. So, all
you must do is turn from the past and embrace the future, knowing that God goes with you and makes all
things new. Pray this prayer with me: “Thank you, God, for May and its wonderful reminders of your
precious gift of new beginnings. Amen.” Just a thought.
Pastor Paul

“Dare to Stand Out”
HHH Challenge

It’s almost time for SCUMC’s second annual Healthy Holy Habits Summer Challenge. From Memorial
Day, May 27, to Labor Day, September 2, I am challenging every church member to adopt and/or improve
their healthy holy habits by participating in this church-wide summer challenge.
This year’s theme is “Dare to Stand Out” with Healthy Holy Habits. For this year’s challenge, every
participant will be a member of “Team SCUMC.” The overall goal as a church will be to climb the 2109
steps from the ground floor to the Skydeck of Chicago’s Willis (formerly Sears) Tower and dare to stand out
on The Ledge with both our healthy and holy habits.
Team SCUMC will have 85 days, or six days a week for 14 weeks (Sundays will be a day of rest), to
take the 2109 steps to reach the Skydeck and stand out 1353 feet in the air. To reach this lofty goal as a
church, we must climb approximately 25 healthy and holy steps each of the 85 days. Ideally, then, we need
twenty-five people committed to taking one step a day for 85 days by practicing healthy habits and/or holy
habits. Each participant will track their own personal progress throughout the competition.
The requirements to achieve one healthy and one holy habit is to spend 30-minutes per day (except
Sundays) practicing each one. In other words, every thirty minutes spent doing a healthy and a holy habit is
worth one step each. The following constitute a healthy habit: a thirty-minute exercise strenuous enough to
produce a noticeable and sustained increase in heart rate, blood pressure, breathing and/or perspiration.
Examples include walking, jogging, cycling, lawn-mowing, bowling, aerobics, etc. Thirty minutes devoted
to doing any of the following spiritual practices constitutes a holy habit: reading the Bible, praying, doing
devotions, participating in a small group, mission project or Bible study, etc.
Every Sunday, participants will turn in the number of healthy steps and/or holy steps achieved in the
past week. Hopefully, the weekly total for all participants will be 25 steps or more for both healthy and holy
habits. Every step taken, however, is important. So, even if you can only muster one healthy or one holy step
a week, report it because it counts! Team SCUMC’s progress of the number of steps taken to reach our goal
will be tracked using separate elevators (one for healthy and one for holy) that will carry us to the top of the
tower and out on the ledge. Awards and prizes will be given at the end of the challenge.
Are you up to this year’s “Dare to Stand Out” Healthy Holy Habits Summer Challenge? I hope you
are because we need you on our team; and it’s important that everyone step up to the challenge in order to
stand out on The Ledge!
Pastor Paul
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Roger & Christine Beard
Bill & Glenda Allbright
Ron & Edwina Dowson
Butch & Sue Moroney
Gene & Maxine Scott
Joe & Sarah Frazee
Jeff & Robyn McDonald
George & Phyllis Fairchild
Louis & Kay Ealey
Dale & Terri Boyd
Curtis & Jennifer Kessler
Kevin & Dianna Jones
Mark & Pat Freeman
Jack & Holly Taylor
Dave & Roberta Johnson
Bob & Lois McDermand

MAY ALTAR FLOWERS
PROVIDED BY:
5th

Gene & Maxine Scott in honor of their
20th wedding anniversary.

12th Joe & Sarah Frazee in honor of their 23rd
wedding anniversary.
19th George & Phyllis Fairchild in honor of
their 60th wedding anniversary and
George’s birthday.
Louis & Kay Ealey in honor of their 32nd
wedding anniversary.
26th Jeff & Michelle Randal in honor of their
24th wedding anniversary.
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31st

Lois McDermand
Jack Taylor
Allison Daugherty
Tyler Mobley
Michaela Jones
Grace Cleeton
Bud Redeford
Richard Halford
Ray Nichols
Marsha Kent
James Kane
Cathy Bale
Donna Cleeton
Mike Lucas
Rene Bennett
Jeanette Miner
Amy Boblitt
George Fairchild
Kailey Petrehan
Jeremy Lewis
Gloria Tuxhorn
Wayne Sisk
Harry Lewis
Nancy Dinges
Howard Beam
Craig Dickey
Bob McDermand
Dave Johnson
Pastor Paul Dinges
Tom Lowary
Luke Perko
Clark Germann
Evan Kessler

To Bee or not Too Bee?
Men’s & Ladies Group
Monday, May 13th @ 6:00 pm
Chatham Café
To Bee or not Too Bee? We'll ponder this
question as Galen Johnson guides us
through life in a Honey Bee's home as
they produce the high quality honey
that so many of us enjoy. A rumor has
surfaced that in addition to Galen's
fascinating slide show, a live, working
hive of busy bees will arrive to entertain
us. All of us will gather at the Chatham
Cafe, 414 North Main Plaza, Chatham
at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, May 13, for
dinner, followed by Galen's presentation. Order from the menu.

MAY MEETINGS
Caregiving Team—Tuesday, May 7th @ 6:30 pm
Finance Team—Thursday, May 9th @ 6:30 pm
Hospitality Team—Thursday, May 9th @ 6:30 pm
Education Team—Monday, May 13th @ 6:00 pm
Trustees—Tuesday, May 14th @ 6:30 pm
Leadership Team—Tuesday, May 21st @ 6:30 pm
Worship Team—Thursday, May 23rd @ 6:30 pm
Missions Team—Tuesday, May 28th @ 6:30 pm

Join us for another fun evening.
All are welcome!

May 27, 2019

The Church Office will be closed on
Memorial Day. Have a safe holiday, and
remember to take time to reflect on why
we celebrate Memorial Day.

No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.
John 15:13

Children & Family Ministries
We are beginning the process of taking a look
at the best way to minister to our children and
young families. Bill Allbright is going to put
together a team, that is not gender or age
specific, to make some recommendations with
regard to Sunday School, Children's Church, a
midweek program, special events and so
forth.
Anyone that would like to be a part of such a
team, please contact Pastor Paul
(pdinges@sugarcreek.org or 697.4652) or Bill Allbright
(651.829.0804 or bgallbright@yahoo.com).

Quarterly Mission Project
Don’t forget we are collecting items for the Spring
Street Veterans Renaissance—A shelter designed to help
veterans get back on their feet after service to their
country.

Youth Stock Shares
The youth will once again be
selling stock for their up-coming
mission trip to Jeffersonville, IN.
(7/14—7/20). Look for their
table in the Fellowship Hall
beginning Sunday, May 5th to
learn more. Stock shares will be
used to rent a van for the trip.

Donations Needed—Toilet paper, paper towels, laundry
pods, condensed milk, cooking oil, spaghetti sauce,
spaghetti noodles, boxed cornbread, chili, sugar, large
cans of peaches, pineapple, mandarin oranges, fruit
When God gives you a new beginning,
cocktail, peas, corn, green beans, and carrots

it starts with an ending. Be thankful for
closed doors They often guide us to the
right one!

TUESDAY MORNING BOOK STUDY
Tuesday mornings at 7 am at the Chatham Café
(414 N. Main Plaza). Currently studying the
Gospel According to Luke. Please join us!

PORK CHOP DINNER
Monday mornings at 10 am. The cost is $10
for each class you attend. The focus is
balance, flexibility, and stretching.

June 29, 2019
4:00 pm—7:00 pm

We would like to honor all
of our graduates in June.
Please help us by letting us
know if you have an 8th
grade, 12th grade, or college graduate.
217.697.4643 or office@sugarcreek..org

YOUR MONEY

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY

The meal after the funeral at the
church for my husband Mike
was wonderful. Thank you for
hosting the family and providing
all the food. This has been a very
difficult time for us, and I so
appreciate the love and support
from my church family. Thank
you for your continued prayers
for me and my family.
Sandy Freitag

May stewardship message: Our tithes & offerings are an
expression of gratitude, worship, and praise. Giving is an
act of faith.

General Fund
Contributions
Expense
Missions & Benevolence
Conference Obligations
Program Expense
Salaries (Pastor & Staff)
Utilities & Cleaning
Total Expense
Net Income (-loss)

March 2019 Year to Date
$25,315

$74,852

$2,170
$1,587
$2,451
$16,008
$3,082
$25,298
$17

$5,345
$4,761
$4,907
$47,993
$9,635
$72,641
$2,211

$2,103

$5,086

~OUR MISSION~
To Bring People to Jesus
Christ through Worship,
Connection, and Service.

Building Fund
Contributions

“But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Matthew 6:33
Sharing our joy in Christ Jesus by
Reaching out to show God’s Love.

Saturday, May 18, 2019

It’s never too late for a new beginning in your life.

