
The Annual National Day of Prayer Event gets 
going at noon on Thursday, May 3, at the IL. 
Secretary of State, Howlett Building Auditorium 
(The corner of 2nd and Edwards St. in Spring-

field).  The theme will be Pray for America - 
UNITY, based upon Ephesians 4:3 which       
challenges us to mobilize unified public prayer 
for America, "Making every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace."  

May 3, 2018 

May 2018 Newsletter 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching Out to Show God's Love. 

In Honor of Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 13, 2018 

In Honor of Mother’s Day The men of 
Sugar Creek will be serving homemade 
pastries on Mother’s Day, May 13 during 
the Fellowship Times (9:15 & 10:35) in 
honor of all our Sugar Creek ladies.  

Do you have a family pastry recipe, or a 
favorite pastry you would like to share?  
Bring your pastry on Mother’s Day!  

 

We will have one service 
on Sunday, May 6th at 10:00 am.  Mark 
your calendar, and plan now to attend 
this very special service to show your 
support for our 2018 Confirmation          
Students. There will be a cake and punch 
reception immediately following the      
service. 

May 6, 2018 
10:00 am 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 

The Annual Chatham Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 
will be held on Thursday of May 3 at 7 am  at the 
Chatham Presbyterian Church (1835 E. Walnut 

St.). The breakfast is free, but you will need to 
contact the Chamber of Commerce (483.6450 or 

coordinator@chatham-il-chamber.com) before 
April 27th to reserve a seat. Kevin Shrake, a  
motivational life coach will be the featured 
speaker. 



“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing.” – John 15:5 NRSV 

 

Can you believe it’s May already! Outside spring is literally popping up and out all over the place. Naturally, our 
thoughts begin to turn to our favorite outdoor hobby: gardening. I will admit right from the start that, while I enjoy 
gardening, I haven’t done any gardening in a while. 

There’s a good reason why I don’t garden. When Nancy and I moved into our first house many years ago, 
while living in Collinsville, we considered ourselves fortunate for finding such a nice home. It was a ranch-style brick 
house (I insisted on brick - less exterior work to do!) with spacious rooms, an attached garage and a big back yard. It 
was located on a hill at the edge of a prosperous subdivision. (It made me feel good to look down on our richer 
neighbors.) 

At first, I was excited when I saw the yard was populated with several mature sugar maple and pin oak trees. 
However, I had a change of heart concerning those trees in my yard when the first fall season arrived. It was then that 
I had a rude awakening as the trees began to drop their leaves. All those mature trees losing their leaves all at once 
meant work as we raked them, burned them, shredded them, mowed them, bagged them, and still had plenty left over. 

The other thing I thought was neat about our first house was that it came complete with, not one garden, or 
two gardens, but three gardens in the back yard! It was obvious the previous owners loved to garden (and had a lot of 
time on their hands). There was a vegetable garden, a flower (rose) garden and a garden for bulb vegetables like onions 
and garlic. I was particularly fascinated and excited by the grape vines that grew in the far corner of our back lot. 

On seeing those gardens, I could hardly wait to start gardening! You might say I was bitten by the gardening 
bug. Immediately, I began making elaborate plans. Naturally, Nancy was a big part of my gardening dreams, whether 
she liked it or not. After all, someone had to prepare and can all the wonderful foods our gardens would soon produce 
thanks to my magnificent (but mostly imaginary) green thumb! 

Needless to say, it didn’t take long for reality to set in. Gardening takes a lot of love, attention, care and work! 
It took a lot more than I was willing to give at the time. You know, of course, what happened then. That’s right! After 
the first year, our three gardens were reduced to two gardens. After the next year, all that remained was the rose      
garden (which also eventually succumbed to our constant neglect). Even the grape vines were soon forgotten, except 
for the occasional bad thoughts (and words) I’d have whenever it came time to mow around them. 

As we are tending to our gardens this year, I want us to remember that gardens aren’t the only things that require 
a lot of love, care, attention and work, so to do our spiritual souls. Let’s allow our backyard gardens to remind us that 
perhaps it’s time we looked at our soul and did some much-needed gardening there also. We work hard at planning, 
planting, fertilizing, watering and weeding our gardens because we know it is essential if we wish to delight in the fruits 
(and vegetables) of our labor. If only we would put a fraction of the time and effort in our spiritual gardens that we put in 
our backyard gardens. Just think of the wonderful things we would grow! 

We can start our spiritual gardening by clearing out all the overgrowth and weeds that have long taken root 
within our neglected hearts. Then, we can begin planting new seeds in the freshly fertilized soil of our souls. Let’s not 
forget to water and weed our spiritual gardens often. 

What gardening tools will we use? We’ll use prayers and worship in church to clear out the overgrowth and 
weeds and to put down fertilizer in preparation for the new planting season. God’s Word (the Bible) will be the        
seeds and plants we’ll use to get our spiritual gardens to grow. Spending valuable time alone with God in prayer and 
devotions will ensure our gardens remain watered and weeded. It’s going to be demanding work, to be sure. Neverthe-
less, aren’t our spiritual gardens worth the effort? Just a thought! 
 

Pastor Paul 



1st   Lois McDermand 

1st   Jack Taylor 

1st       Allison Daugherty 

4th       Tyler Mobley 

4th       Michaela Jones 

5th       Grace Cleeton 

8th       Bud Redeford 

8th       Richard Halford 

9th       Ray Nichols 

9th       Marsha Kent 

9th      James Kane 

9th        Cathy Bale 

9th        Donna Cleeton 

10th   Mike Lucas 

10th   Mike Freitag 

11th   Rene Bennett 

12th   Jeanette Miner 

13th    Amy Boblitt 

14th   Pat Nichols 

15th   George Fairchild 

15th   Kailey Lewis 

15th   Jeremy Lewis 

16th   Gloria Tuxhorn 

16th   Wayne Sisk 

17th   Harry Lewis 

17th   Carolyn Taylor 

18th   Jim Finchum 

18th   Nancy Dinges 

22nd   Howard Beam 

22nd   Craig Dickey 

24th   Bob McDermand 

25th   Dave Johnson 

25th   Pastor Paul Dinges 

28th   Tom Lowary 

28th   Luke Perko 

29th   Ted Chase 

31st   Clark Germann 

31st   Evan Kessler 

1st      Roger & Christine Beard 

4th      Bill & Glenda Allbright 

4th      Ron & Edwina Dowson 

7th      Butch & Sue Moroney 

8th      Gene & Maxine Scott 

11th      Joe & Sarah Frazee 

14th      Jeff & Robyn McDonald 

16th      George & Phyllis Fairchild 

16th      Louis & Kay Ealey 

18th      Dale & Terri Boyd 

19th      Curtis & Jennifer Kessler 

23rd      Kevin & Dianna Jones 

24th      Mark & Pat Freeman 

24th      Jack & Holly Taylor 

24th      Jim & Carole Finchum 

30th      Dave & Roberta Johnson 

31st      Bob & Lois McDermand 

Happy Anniversary 

Ron & Edwina Dowson, and Bill & Glenda Allbright 

In honor of their wedding anniversaries (5/4) 
 

Joe, Sarah & Evan Frazee 

In honor of our 2018 Confirmation Students 
 

George & Phyllis Fairchild 

In honor of George’s birthday (5/15),  

and their wedding anniversary (5/16). 
 

Corinna Kurth-Baker 

In honor and loving memory of her  

parent’s wedding anniversary. 

 

Altar Flowers  

Provided By: 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 

She is clothed in strength and dignity, and she 

laughs without fear of the future. Proverbs 31:25 



The last Wonderful Wednesday meal 

and small groups will be Wednesday, 

May 23.  Enjoy your summer! 

GENERAL FUND 

Contributions 

Expense 

Missions & Benevolence 

Conference Obligations 

Program Expense 

Salaries (Pastor & Staff) 

Utilities & Cleaning 

Total Expense 

Net Income (-loss) 
 

Building Fund 

Contributions 

March 2018 

$25,074 

 

$3,164 

$1,826 

$911 

$14,106 

$2,888 

$22,895 

$2,179 
 

 

$1,682 

Year to Date 

$73,885 

 

$7,498 

$5,478 

$4,434 

$42,250 

$10,026 

$69,686 

$4,199 
 

 

$6,132 

YOUR MONEY 

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 
May stewardship message:  Our tithes and offerings are an  

expression of gratitude, worship, and praise. Giving is an act  

of faith. 

 

You will be contacted by your team chair 
in the event of a schedule change. 

Caregiving Team—Tuesday, May 1st @ 6:30 pm 
 

Trustees—Tuesday, May 8th @ 6:30 pm 
 

Finance Team—Thursday, May 10th @ 6:30 pm 
 

Education Team—Monday, May 14th @ 6:00 pm 
 

Leadership Team—Tuesday, May 15th @ 6:30 pm 
 

Missions Team—Tuesday, May 22nd @ 6:30 pm 

Join us on Tuesday mornings at      

7 am at the Chatham Café (414 N 

Main Plaza)  for this small group    

opportunity. Invite a friend!  

Tuesday Morning  

Small Group 

“Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their 

bread with the poor.” Proverbs 22:9 
 

Sharing our joy in Christ Jesus by  

Reaching out to show God’s Love. 

United Methodist Men & Ladies too! 
Monday, May 14th @ 6:00 pm 

 

Join us at the Chatham Café (414 N 

Main St, Chatham) for great food and 
fellowship on Monday, May 14th at 
6:00 pm.  Dick Sena will share stories 
with us of his 20 plus years as a 
prison guard for the state of Michigan. 
Dinner from the menu.  

Invite a friend! 



HEALTHY HOLY HABITS COMPETITION 
As a child growing up, and even into my late teenage and early adult years, I was blessed with a high 
metabolism rate. This, combined with a petite skeletal frame, meant I was endowed with an        
extremely thin, almost scrawny build. As such, I was accustomed to hearing people say to me, 
“You’re as skinny as a rail.” “If you turned sideways, you’d disappear altogether.” “With the right 
kind of hat, a strong breeze can pick you up and carry you away.” 
I was also accustomed to eating just about anything I desired without concern for its high calorie 

content and my potential weight gain. Consequently, I never really bothered with watching my weight (unless gaining it 
counts) or counting calories during the first thirty decades of my life. 

Not so much anymore, however, as something abruptly changed at around the age of forty. Suddenly, my high metabo-
lism rate went into permanent hibernation and everything I ate had an immediate impact on my girth and weight (both of 
which began to expand steadily). Still, I ate and exercised just as I had all my life (namely, eating heartily and exercising mod-
estly, if at all). 

Behold, when I looked in the mirror one day 15 years ago, the words of my doctor suddenly rang loud and clear. I was 
overweight! On the heels of this awful truth came the inevitable questions: “How did this happen to me so quickly?” 
“Who’s responsible for this sudden cause of my frustration?” My questions were quickly followed by these deceptive       
concessions: “Oh, I’m not too awfully overweight.” “I can lose the excess weight anytime I want – no problem.” 

As is often the case, however, reality is harsher than fantasy. The truth of the matter for me was that I was overweight and 
I needed to do something about it – the sooner the better. In facing this critical fact, I knew I would need help – I couldn’t 
do it on my own. 

Just as with my physical health, which, for the better part of forty years, has been a great blessing to me, so has my           
spiritual health been a real benefit. I was fortunate to have parents who chose to raise me in the faith and provide opportu-
nities for me to come to know Christ. During my formative years, I embraced the Catholic tradition my family practiced 
and enjoyed the ease with which I lived and proclaimed my faith as a Christian. 

For years, it seemed to me that living the Christian life and observing the spiritual disciplines came naturally. I was  always 
able to grow and mature in faith and spirit without much work and effort (kind of like eating anything I wanted without worry-
ing about putting on weight). This eventually led me to answer God’s call to ministry as a lay leader during my twenty-year  
profession as a pharmacist. 

Not so much anymore, as something unexpectedly changed around the age of forty. Suddenly, as I answered another of 
God’s call to ministry (this time as a fulltime pastor), living the Christian life and observing the spiritual disciplines became 
considerably more complicated and difficult. 

While taking me by surprise, I faced the truth of the matter that for me things have changed spiritually, and I would need 
to work harder to grow and mature in my faith. Along with this awareness, came the certainty that I would need help –        
I couldn’t do it on my own. 

I know I’m not alone in the ongoing struggles in life to maintain a proper physical and spiritual health and well-being.        
I also know that, just as I cannot succeed on my own, you also cannot maintain a healthy physical and spiritual life by your-
self. We need each other if we seriously desire to improve and maintain our overall physical and spiritual wellbeing. 

This leads me to my invitation for you to participate with me in a Healthy Holy Habits Challenge. The challenge is an         
opportunity for all of us to take a critical look at our current physical and spiritual health, and to participate in a fun and  
motivational way of improving both. I’m optimistic that not only will the challenge help each of us individually, but all of     
us collectively, as well. 

Briefly, this is how the Healthy Holy Habits Challenge will be conducted. The challenge will begin on Memorial Day and end 
on Labor Day. Everyone will be encouraged to sign up as a participating member. The participants will then be grouped 
into competing teams with an equal number of members. The team with the most points at the end of the challenge will be 
the overall winner. 

Scoring will be based on how well participating team members maintain both healthy and holy habits of varying point values, 
from a list of fifteen each. Some of the healthy habits include eating right, exercising, managing weight, keeping a Sabbath, and 
spending time with family. Some of the holy habits include reading the Bible, worshiping, praying, doing works of mercy, and 
serving others. 

So, are you ready to take on a Healthy Holy Habits Challenge? Will you join me and other eager participants in improving  
our physical and spiritual wellbeing by initiating and maintaining some healthy holy habits in our lives? You must admit, it 
certainly couldn’t hurt, could it? 

At the risk of seeming to twist your arm, why not think about it . . . pray about it . . . then (to quote Nike) “just do it”! 
 

Pastor Paul 



Our Vision... 

PORK CHOP DINNER 
Saturday, June 30 

4pm—7pm 

 

Adults ($9)  
Marinated Pork Chop, Baked Potato, Green 

Beans, Salad, Dessert & Drink 
 

Kids Under 12 ($4)  
Pork Burger, Green Beans, Potato Chips, 

Dessert & Drink 

Vacation Bible School 
July 22—26 (27th Family Night) 

Chatham UMC 
 

Once again, we will join forces with Chatham 
United Methodist Church for Vacation Bible 
School.  Make sure to save the date! 

Picnics, beaches and sales at the mall are nice, but 

MEMORIAL DAY is about honoring  

the men and women that have made the ultimate  

sacrifice in order to keep us free. 

“I have said these things to you so that my joy may 

be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” 

John 15:11 

CHAIR YOGA 

Mondays @ 10:00 am 
 

Chair Yoga emphasizes on 
breathing, mild stretching and 
relaxation.  The cost is $10 a 
session, and you pay when you 
come.  Open to everyone! 

MEMORIAL DAY 
Monday, May 28, 2018 

 

The Church Office will be closed on  
Memorial Day.  Have a safe holiday! 

May 28th 

Our Mission... 

To Bring People to Jesus Christ 

through Worship, Connection, 

and Service. 



 

Sugar Creek Volunteer Day 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Friday, May 18 from 9AM—Noon 
 

When you volunteer at the MMDC you not only make an impact locally, 

but nationwide as well as abroad.  Sugar Creek volunteers at the Center 

the third Friday of each month.  Come and see what a difference one day 

can make. For more information about the MMDC, please visit their 

website at www.midwestmissiondc.org. 

Sugar Creek UMC 
Saturday, June 9 @ 7:00 pm 

 

The Biblical saga of Joseph and his coat of many  colors comes to vibrant life 
in this delightful musical parable performed by the youth of First UMC of        
Allen TX. 
 

Mark your calendar and plan now to attend this FREE event.  

First UMC of Allen & Daring Productions 

Proudly Present 

We are indeed the light of the world, but only if  our switch is turned on. 


