
Happy 
Father’s Day! 
Sunday, June 21st 

 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

June 2020 

8TH GRADE GRADUATE 

Aliana Brockway 

Glenwood Middle School 

Daughter of Bill & Lisa Brockway 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

KERRY MCDONALD 

Glenwood High School 

Daughter of Jeff & Robyn McDonald 
 

 

RYLEE MCGUIRE 

Glenwood High School 

Daughter of Cheri Hoots 
 

 

BRYAN RANDALL 

Glenwood High School 

Son of Jeff & Michelle Randall 
 

 

ISABEL SCHABLE 

Glenwood High School 

Daughter of Ed & Melissa Schable 

Congratulations Class of 2020! 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 
Changing the World, One Life at a Time. 

Sunday, June 7th 

When you support Peace with Justice Sunday, 

your gift becomes a voice for advocacy 

around the world. Together we are an agent 

of change that shifts systems of inequality to 

empower people and communities. 

For the next two months (or the next two 

phases) Pastor Paul will have new office 

hours from 8 am—12 pm. The Church     

Office will close at 2 pm June 1st through 

June 12th, but will resume normal hours on 

Monday, June 15th (Mon.—Thurs. 9 am—

3:30 pm and 9 am—12 pm on Fridays). If 

you visit the church, please wear a face 

mask and maintain the proper distance 

from one another. 



 

FORWARD INTO A NEW FUTURE 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:13-14 NRSV) 

As I write this article, we are in Day 60 of the governor’s Shelter in Place at Home mandate. It, no 
doubt, has been an unprecedented, anxious and uncertain time for all of us. The good news is that at the end of 
this month we will enter “Phase 3: Recovery” for the state’s and IGRC’s guidance on safely gathering in our 
church buildings again. While this is good news, it is only an initial, small step toward church gatherings being 
fully restored without any restrictions. The main advantage of entering Phase 3 is that “all church staff and  
volunteers can return to using the building.” However, church gatherings are still limited to groups of 10 or 
less with social distancing, face masks and other precautions in place. 

It’s obvious that the Coronavirus pandemic will have a significant effect on our world, our country, our 
communities, our churches and our lives for an exceptionally long time. Thus, we need to begin embracing the 
realization that there is no going back to whatever we considered normal in the past. Rather, as the apostle Paul 
proclaimed in the above scripture text regarding his lifetime ministry, we must forget what lies behind us, 
strain forward to what lies ahead of us, and “press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God 
in Christ Jesus.” This means we must not make the mistake of trying to put everything “back to nor-
mal,” (especially in our churches) as this will only lead to certain frustrations and failures. Instead, we must 
focus our efforts and resources on how God is calling and leading us into a new future (a new normal) – one 
filled with great assurance, fulfilment and hope.  

What does it mean, then, for the Sugar Creek UMC to move forward into a new future? To answer this 
question, we need to broaden our ideas and ways of “doing church” to fulfill our mission and ministries. We 
start by abandoning the old-school thought that the primary function of a church is to provide a gathering place 
for church members to congregate, worship, meet and fellowship together. While these are all important        
functions of the church, it’s not the church’s primary function! This reality became clear literally overnight 
when the pandemic forced churches to close their doors, effectively preventing people from congregating,  
worshipping, meeting and fellowshipping together – but not preventing churches from functioning. 

Closing the church buildings did not mean the certain demise of churches, including our own! Rather, 
churches that were intent on surviving and thriving, stopped dwelling on the past and immediately looked for-
ward to the future that God was calling and leading them to so Christ’s Church would continue to fulfill its 
mission and ministries. This meant coming up with creative and innovative ways of “doing church.” Churches 
like Sugar Creek began or enhanced their online presence, including livestreaming worship services and hold-
ing online Bible studies, small groups and team meetings. It also meant ensuring that the vital mission work of 
the church continued unabated, with churches like Sugar Creek helping to provide food and financial support 
to needy families; by holding blood drives; by providing space for storing essential supplies or housing special 
ministries; by contributing funds to food banks, mission organizations and relief efforts; even by making face 
masks for healthcare professionals. The list goes on. 

So, in a major way, churches such as ours have already begun to look and move forward into the new 
future God is calling and leading us to. We just need to continue embracing creative and innovative ways that 
ensure the church’s viability and growth for the long-term, no matter what the new future holds and looks like. 
We need to forget the old-school thought of Christ’s Church as a building for people to gather to do the work 
of the church. Instead we need to embrace the new thought – which really isn’t new, since it’s what the first-
century church was like – of Christ’s Church, not as a building, but as a people gathered throughout the         
communities in which they live and serve to spread the Good News of God’s grace, to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and to love God and others through the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit! Just a thought. 

 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

JUST A THOUGHT... 



1st       John & Cathy Atchison 

10th       Rick & Diane Miles 

11th       Larry & Susan Perko 

12th       Ralph & Rose Baker 

13th       Galen & Marsha Johnson 

15th       Steven & Cindy Chase 

19th       Don & Vickie Henley 

19th       Jeff & Kathy Koch 

21st       Nathan & Erica King 

24th      Jesse & Jennie Ayers 

30th      Tom & Karen Dozier 

2nd   Gene Scott 

3rd   Cathy Atchison 

4th   Jessica Sharp 

4th   Lance Perko 

5th   Crystal Matthiesen 

7th   John Anderson 

7th   Peyton High 

9th   Doug Kent 

9th       Matthew Behl 

10th   Carl Kessler 

11th   Todd Lowary 

12th   Joe Pickrell 

13th   Cathy Gregory 

15th   Lauren Pickrell 

16th   Bob Gruen 

16th   Griffin Boblitt 

17th    Tom Stelte 

17th    Kevin High 

18th    John Halford 

19th    Larry Perko 

22nd    Louis Ealey 

23rd    Holly Taylor 

29th   Reagan King 

Don’t see your name on the 

birthday or anniversary list? We 

don’t want to miss your special 

day! Please contact the Church 

Office to let us know! 

office@sugarcreek.org 
217.697.4643 

 

I would like to thank Pastor Paul for his many visits to 
the hospital and then to the Bridge during my recent 
surgery and recovery. I would also like to thank the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry for the beautiful afghan. A special 
thank you to the Wonderful Wednesday Crew for the meals 
delivered by Pat Lucas after I returned home and before 
the Covid-19 Pandemic. I hope to be back to church soon! 

Judy Plummer 



 

Dear Church Family, 

I don’t even know where to start. Words can not express 

how deeply touched I am by your overwhelming show of 

love and support. The gift basket couldn’t of came at a 

better time, and was so completely unexpected.  The bas-

ket was so heavy, that it took both Mike & Pat Lucas to 

carry it up the steps! My mom was with me when it was 

dropped off and I don’t think we stopped crying the entire 

time I read the cards, and went through the basket.  

Thank you so much for thinking of me, praying for me, 

and just ALWAYS being so supportive. I’ve said this many 

times, but I am truly blessed to serve such a wonderful 

church family, that doesn’t treat me as an employee, but 

as a member of the family.  

I am half way through radiation treatments, and the        

doctors have said I am doing remarkably well. Thank you 

for your continued prayers, I truly feel them! 

Much Love, 

Sheila 

FIRST DAY OF SUMMER 

JUNE 2OTH 

June Meetings 

Attention all team members! Your team 

chair will contact you if and how your team 

will be meeting for the month of June. 

FLAG DAY 

June 14th 

“When we honor our flag we 

honor what we stand for as a 

Nation—freedom, equality,        

justice and hope” 

~Ronald Reagan 

June 7th 


