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The Men’s & Ladies’ Group invite you to          
attend this special evening on Monday, Feb. 
10th at 6 pm at the Chesapeake Seafood 
House, 3045 East Clear Lake Ave, Springfield 
(order from the menu). For our listening 
pleasure after dinner, this year’s banquet will 
feature the FORG Quartet singing a variety of  
classic love songs. So, come, bring a friend, 
and enjoy an evening of good conversation, 
fine food, and great music. For reservations, 
contact Gail Cannedy (217-519-0618) or John 
Anderson (217-529-8756). See ya’ there! 
 

Annual Valentine Banquet 

Saturday, February  1, 2020 

8:00 am—1:00  pm 

~ALL YOU CAN EAT~ 

Including pie and drink—$9 

12 and under—$4 

Pancake & Sausage Meal 

Bulk sausage available to purchase on Friday, 

January 31st from 10 am—3 pm and Saturday, 

February 1st from 8 am—1 pm.  Tickets for the 

Pancake/Sausage Meal are available during the 

week through the Church Office, or at the door 

the day of the event. 

Celebrating 100 Years Together! 

SCOUTING MINISTRIES SUNDAY 

On Sunday, Feb. 9th we will recognize a 
100-year journey the United Methodist 
Church and Scouts have taken together to 
impact the lives of youth throughout our 
nation. Boy Scout Troop #97 will give a 
presentation during the 8:15 service.   

Do you have scout (Brownies, Cub Scouts, 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts) memorabilia? If 
so, please bring your items on the 9th for 
the display table. 

The United Methodist Women will have a Bake 

Sale during the Pancake & Sausage Meal on 

Saturday, February 1st. The ladies would     

appreciate any baked goods donated by the 

congregation. All proceeds from the sale will 

benefit local missions. 

Saturday, February 1st 

8 am—1 pm 



“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” – John 14:27 (NRSV) 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." – Matthew 28:19-20 (NRSV) 

 As I mentioned at the start of the new year, my one-word focus for 2020 is “peace.” So, daily, I am   
focusing on and praying for peace in my life, the Church and the world. As I do, I have come to believe that 
“fear” is one of the greatest threats to peace we encounter often in our lives. There’s fear of failure, fear of     
rejection, fear of loss, fear of change, fear of illnesses, fear of bankruptcy, fear of disasters. The list goes on. It’s 
a wonder we can function at all with all these fears lurking around us, just waiting to pounce. 

 The question, then, is this: “What’s a person to do to overcome fear?” Of course, there are the worldly 
treatments for fear. As a pharmacist, I believe there is nothing wrong with seeking professional help when fear 
overwhelms us to the point it causes serious illnesses in our lives. However, as a pastor, I also believe that    
often we overlook the best cure by far for dealing with our fears: Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is our Great Physician, a fact that he stressed time and again by reminding people he came to us 
to “heal the sick.” As a healer and physician, I think Jesus’ specialty is the treatment of our fears. As Max      
Lucado points out in his book, Fearless, Jesus’ most common command throughout his ministry centered on 
his plea to “fear not.” Browse the New Testament gospels and you will discover commands from Jesus like 
these: “don’t be afraid,” “take courage,” “do not worry,” “do not fear,” “don’t let your hearts be troubled.” 

These commands alone didn’t do much to help persons overcome their fears. After all, it’s easy to    
hear persons say not to fear; but it’s difficult to heed these words when fear has a stranglehold on them.             
I remember being terrified of monsters lurking in the shadows of my bedroom as a child. Often, I would lie 
awake at night, fearful of making a sound or moving a muscle, and thus alerting the shadowy creatures of my 
frightened presence. My mom and dad often assured me there was no reason to fear, as there were no mon-
sters under my bed or in my closet. Those assurances didn’t convince me, however, which led to many sleep-
less nights. 

Likewise, it wasn’t enough for Jesus merely to give the command to “fear not.” Thus, along with his 
command, he included these powerful words of healing and hope: “I am with you.” These words of assurance 
make all the difference in the world to each of us when we are in the grip of fear. They bring comfort, relief, 
assurance and renewal to our weary and fear-filled hearts. This eternal promise of Jesus is just what the        
doctor ordered to cure us of our fearful thoughts, feelings and actions. 

The next time you find yourself overwhelmed by fear, take to heart the words Jesus offers you, “I am 
with you.” No worldly treatment for fear comes close to bringing you healing and hope than these eternal 
words from our Great Physician. Also, be sure to share these words with the persons in your life who are        
suffering from overwhelming fear. No doubt, they are desperately seeking a cure for their fear – one that only 
Christ offers. 

There is something else we must remember when fighting our fears. Not only is it important for us to 
claim and proclaim the promise of Jesus’ presence amid any fear, but also it is important that we keep our 
eyes on Christ alone in times of fear. You see, when fear surrounds us on all sides, we can choose to keep our 
eyes on our fears or we can choose to take our eyes off our fears and focus them on Jesus, the source of our 
cure.  

 (Continued on page 3) 

Just A Thought... 

Overcoming Our Fears 



 (Overcoming Our Fears continued) 

The apostle Peter learned an important lesson regarding this that we can learn as well. When a  
sudden storm threatened to sink the disciples’ boat on the lake of Galilee, they feared for their lives. Jesus 
suddenly appears to them, as he walks on the stormy water. Before this, Peter and the rest of the disciples 
had their eyes fixed on the storm raging all around them. When he saw Jesus, however, Peter turned his 
gaze toward him and all his fears vanished, so much so that he told Jesus to command him to get out of the 
boat and come to him. 

Jesus issued his command and Peter stepped out of the boat, on to the threatening waves and 
walked toward Jesus. Notice what happened shortly after that, however. As we often do, Peter took his eyes 
off Jesus and focused on his fears once again. The moment he did, he began to sink and cried out to Jesus 
to save him. In the face of our worst fears, like Peter, we need to learn to take our eyes off our fears and fix 
them on Jesus. 

Unfortunately, fear is a consequence of this fallen world of ours. We can’t avoid it. Fear will take 
hold of us eventually. When it does, however, we need only to remember that the sure cure is Jesus Christ. 
Take assurance with his words, “I am with you.” Then, take your eyes off your fears before they cause you 
to drown and fix them on Jesus, who will lift you up and out of all the fears of your life and bring you peace. 

Just a thought! 
 

Pastor Paul 

The Season of Lent begins this year with Ash Wednesday on February 26 and ends with Easter 
Sunday on April 12. In observance of Lent, some unique worship and devotional opportunities will be       
offered. Mark your calendar now and plan to participate in as many as possible to enrich your Lenten 
journey and prepare yourself for Easter. 

This year’s theme for Lent is “Forty Days with Jesus.” We will begin our forty days with a special 
Ash Wednesday worship service on February 26 at 6:30 pm in the worship center. This service is an       
invitation to the congregation to enter into an individual and a communal commitment to repentance and 
discipleship, as we begin our Lenten journey. 

In addition to spending forty days with Jesus, we will also observe the six Sundays in Lent with our 
regular worship services at 8:15 and 10:30 am. The focus for our worship services and messages each 
week in Lent will be on Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount,” where we will have the opportunity to sit with        
Jesus and learn from his important teachings, and grow in our personal discipleship and faith. 

A six-week Lent small group titled “The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus,” by Adam Hamil-
ton, will also be offered. The small group will be held during Wonderful Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the 
south wing conference room, starting on March 4. An accompanying devotional book titled “The Way: 40 
Days of Reflection,” will be available for anyone wanting to enrich their personal faith walk during the 
forty days with Jesus. 

Holy Week begins with Passion/Palm Sunday on April 5 and culminates with Easter Sunday on 
April 12. Special observances and worship opportunities will be held throughout Holy Week, including a 
Maundy Thursday observance, a Holy Week prayer vigil and an Easter Sunrise service. Watch for more 
details on Holy Week in the March edition of the Joyful News. 

40 DAYS with Jesus 



3rd Bill Dickey 

4th Roberta Johnson 

5th Bonnie McTaggart 

5th Pat Freeman 

7th Rita Mohs 

7th Braelynn Finley 

9th John Atchison 

9th Shirley Rickman 

9th Sheila Wilson  

10th Angie Ramsey 

13th Galen Johnson 

15th Jimmy Ayers 

15th Riley Ramsey 

16th Abe Stutzman 

16th Annette Gadbury 

17th Curtis Kessler 

17th Sherry Harrison 

18th Jeff Koch 

19th Don Henley 

22nd Vickie Henley 

22nd Logen King 

23rd Danny Clark 

23rd Dave Bruun 

28th Mary Elenberger 

28th Ben Pickrell 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

14th     Terry & Charlotte House 

14th     Joe & Diann Gragg 

25th     Jeff & Marcia Mackay 

28th     Ed & Cathy Gregory 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or anniversary 

list? We don’t want to miss your special day! Please 

contact the Church Office to let us know. 

(office@sugarcreek.org/217.697.4643)  

The 2020 Altar Flower List is 

available on the table next to 

the Church Office. Sign up for 

flowers to be placed on the       

altar to celebrate a special 

date or remember a loved one. 

The cost is $25 and needs to be 

turned in to the Church Office 

before the date requested. 

 

Caregiving Team 
Tuesday, February 4th @ 6:30 pm 

 

Children & Family Ministries 
Tuesday, February 4th @ 6:30 pm 

 

Missions Team 
Tuesday, February 4th @ 6:30 pm 

 

Leadership Team 
Tuesday, February 18th @ 6:30 pm 

 

Staff Pastor-Parish Relations 
Thursday, February 20th @ 6:30 pm 

 

Worship Team 
Thursday, February 27th @ 6:30 pm 



This special service will be held at Sugar 

Creek UMC on February 26th at 6:30 pm. 

The Wonderful Wednesday small groups 

will not meet, but there will be a meal at 

5:30 pm. Please join us! 

FEBRUARY 26TH 

6:30 PM Dear Church Family, 
Just a note to thank you all for your prayers and 
cards. Also, for the prayer shawl, it has been with me 
from the day I received it. 
I’m doing better each day and hope to return soon.      

I miss you all! 
Jeri Osborn 

It’s time to celebrate! March 12, 2020 is our 25th anniversary! We 

would like to share short stories, special memories, etc. in the 

March Newsletter. Don’t miss this opportunity to share how Sugar 

Creek has made a positive impact in your life, the lives of your 

family, as well as our community. Items for the newsletter need to 

be turned into the Church Office before February 20th.  

You can also post memories or pictures on the bulletin board next 

to the Church Office. If you have pictures, let Sheila know in the of-

fice, and she will make copies of your prints for the board. 

We are planning a special service to celebrate all God is doing, has done, and is preparing to 

do in our church. Look for more information coming soon!  

Thank you for being a part of this church body, and for helping us continue our mission to 

bring people to Jesus Christ through worship, connection, and service for the next 25 years! 

Monday, February 17th 

Church Office closed. 



Encourage each other 
  & build each other up. 

Calling all Crocheters and Knitters! Did you 

know we provide a shawl for those in the 

hospital, or recuperating at home? Please 

help us by providing much needed prayer 

shawls for this vital ministry. Contact the 

Church Office (office@sugarcreek.org or 

217.697.4643) for more details.  

HEADS UP! CHAIR YOGA 
IS ON AN EXTENDED BREAK. 

Join us on Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am at 

the Chatham Café (414 N. Main, Chatham) 

for this book study opportunity. 

 FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 

Our tithes and offerings are an expression of gratitude, 

worship and praise. Giving is an act of faith. 

General Fund 

Contributions 

Expense  

Net Income 
 

Building Fund 

Contributions 

Crop Proceeds 

December 2019 

$45,316 

$31,127 

$14,189 
 

 

 

Year-End 2019 

$312,521 

$297,515 

$15,006 
 

 

$32,499 

$10,026 

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes  

others will be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25 (NIV) 

 

Sunday, February 2nd 

No youth group! 
 

Sunday, February 9th 
The Youth will meet at the church at 2:30 pm 
and head to Showtime Lanes in Virden for 
bowling and laser tag. We will head back to 
Sugar Creek at 5:00 pm.   
 

Sunday, February 16th 

We will meet from 5:00 pm—7:00 pm at the 
Church. 
 

Sunday, February 23rd  

We will meet from 5:00 pm—7:00 pm at the 
Church. 

 

Sunday Evenings  

5:30 pm—7:30 pm 


