Sugar Creek United Methodist Church

December 2020
OUR VISION—Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching Out to Show God's Love.

ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICE
Wednesday at 6:30 PM

Thursday, Dec. 24th

Join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM via
Zoom. Look for a weekly email invitation to join.
“A Geography of Salvation” - a map of the heights
and depths our good God will go to bring us home.

Join us online through Facebook Live, or
in-person (as long as the restrictions have
lifted) on Thursday, December 24th.

Family Service—6 PM
Candlelight Service—11 PM

December 2nd
A Pending Invitation
December 9th
A Tangible Hope
December 16th
A Desert in Bloom
December 23rd
Somewhere Between Heaven & Hell

WINTER BEGINS
December 21st

Prayer Requests
Please make sure to contact the church
office (office@sugarcreek.org/697.4643
with your prayer requests. We want to
pray for you!

OUR MISSION—To Bring People to Jesus Christ Through Worship, Connection, and Service.

Just a Thought...

BROKEN ORNAMENTS
But now you must get rid of all such things – anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
language from your mouth. [. . .] As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. (Colossians 3:8, 12)
NOTE: This month’s article is an excerpt from my December 16, 2019 “Word-Picture
Reflection” Facebook post.
Included with this article is a picture of our decorated Christmas tree from 2019.
(No, our tree is not up yet this year – it’s way too early!) I’m going to share my thoughts
on Christmas ornaments; and, hopefully, the picture will help you focus on my message
to you. Or you could just sit in front of your decorated Christmas tree (if it’s up already!)
and focus on the many ornaments hanging on it as you read this article.
At the beginning of this Advent season, I read the following prayer in one of my
devotions and immediately connected with it. So, I’ve been journaling and praying this
prayer every day as a reminder of an important discipline I need to practice to prepare
my heart for Christmas and the birth of Emmanuel. Here is the short but transformative
prayer: “Dear Lord, during this season of Advent, I pray you will help me to toss out the
broken ornaments of my life, as I open the Christmas gift of your glory every day.”

As I reflected on the “broken ornaments” in my life, I recalled the above verses from Colossians in which the
apostle Paul is teaching the importance of getting rid of the evil influences in our lives like anger, wrath, malice, slander and abusive language. (Or, as The Message translation says: bad temper, irritability, meanness, profanity and dirty
talk.) And, replacing them with the Christ-like disciplines of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience.
It sounds simple and easy enough to do, doesn’t it? However, just as we tend to hang on to those ornaments
that are broken and useless, instead of throwing them away and making space for new ones, so too do we tend to
hang on to our bad habits, refusing to replace them with good ones. Just like there isn’t enough room on the Christmas tree for all our saved ornaments – especially the broken ones we keep – there isn’t enough room in our hearts
for both evil influences and Christian behaviors.
To prepare my heart and life for the birth of Emmanuel, I must toss out the broken ornaments I struggle
with regularly, including anger, irritability, impatience, pride and profanity. In doing so, my heart is set free to
embrace fully the behaviors God desires I live out in my life, including compassion, kindness, humility, meekness
and patience. As hard as it is for me to discard the bad habits I've grown accustomed to, I know it ’s vital for my
spiritual health and wellbeing. So, through the strength of the Holy Spirit, I toss out those broken ornaments and
reach for the new ones God offers me.
How about you? What are the broken ornaments in your spiritual life? You know you have some you are
holding onto for no good reason other than out of comfort and habit. Thus, I encourage you during this Advent
season, to throw them out and receive the new ornaments God has for you that will transform your life and prepare
your heart for the coming of Emmanuel once again.
A final thought: don’t forget about the last part of the prayer above, as it’s also vital to your Advent experience
and spiritual transformation. Be sure to open the Christmas gift of God’s glory offered to you every day. But, don’t
stop after Christmas is over, as God’s glorious presence in your life is a precious gift you can unwrap and enjoy every
day of the year, and for as long as God gives you life. So, have yourself a Merry Christmas every day! And be sure to
share your Christmas gift with others all year long.
Agape!

Pastor Paul

Sugar Creek UMC

Endowment Fund
UPDATE NOVEMBER 2020
Although most members of Sugar Creek UMC are no longer directly involved in agricultural production
for a living, we cannot escape the fact that we are located in Central Illinois surrounded by some of the
most productive farm land in the world. We can see directly the harvest that is a result of our farmers’
faith and vision in planting seeds in the spring, and applying appropriate fertilizer, chemicals, and other
nutrients; all of this nurtured, and only possible, by God’s hand with abundant sunshine and rainfall.
Many members, on a smaller scale, follow similar practices with our own gardens, as did SCUMC in
partnership with Midwest Mission again this year.
Beginning:
The Sugar Creek UMC Endowment Fund (SCUMCEF) was the vision of a long time Sugar Creek UMC
member, starting in a similar way to a farmer’s faith and vision to look beyond the current day’s issues,
and plan for a longer term “big picture” legacy. Somewhat similar to someone who plants a tree today,
understanding that countless numbers of folks up the road will benefit from that tree, long after the tree
planter is gone.
The SCUMCEF was opened with a generous bequest of $255,259.36 on May 23, 2017. It was established
to provide a vehicle for bequests and other gifts from which the income and appreciation will provide long
-term benefits to Sugar Creek United Methodist Church (SCUMC), including approved maintenance projects or capital improvements, helping to support programs, ministries, and training experiences for
SCUMC, and other approved mission projects beyond .
Update:
The Sugar Creek UMC Endowment Fund Committee (Committee) met via ZOOM on November 9, 2020
as part of its annual review. Current members of the Committee include Clark Germann, Lois Frazee, Pat
Wright, Bob Tegeler, and Jeff Koch. Holly Taylor, current Sugar Creek UMC treasurer was also present.
As of October 31, 2020, the account balance was $297,866.56. There was one memorial bequest to the
fund in 2020 in the amount of $5,000.00. There were no requests pending, and the Committee made
no changes in the investment or spending policy.
The Committee thanked Lois Frazee and Bob Tegeler for their service and input in helping implement
the Endowment Fund and in providing oversight and guidance over the past three plus years. Each are
stepping down in accordance with the Endowment Fund Policy statement, and in 2021 will be replaced
by Holly Taylor and Mike Henry.
BURNING QUESTIONS FROM THE MAN (OR WOMAN) ON THE STREET:
Can I make a bequest (donation) to the Endowment Fund at any time?
Answer:

Yes! You can make a donation to the Endowment Fund at any time. (You don’t have to die
to contribute to the Endowment Fund!) You may want to include this fund in your
planned year end giving. If interested, please contact any member of the Committee.

How do I make a request for use of endowment funds? Is this available just once a year?
Answer:

Requests for use of endowment funds can be made at any time, as the Committee, while
required to conduct an annual review, can also meet as needed to consider a request
received during the year. Questions on making a request for use of endowment funds can
be made to any member of the Committee.

Distributions from the fund will be made in coordination with the Investment Fund and Spending Policy,
and the Sugar Creek Board of Trustees.

2021

PROGRAM
Kicks off in 2021
Leadership Chair .................................... Bill Allbright
Lay Leader .................................... Crystal Matthiesen
Vice Chair .................................................. Cheri Hoots
Secretary .........................................................Jeff Koch

“Treasure”, a four-week study on faith
and money by Jacob Armstrong uses
Matthew chapter 6 to reexamine how we
look at our finances and possessions,
through the counter-cultural teachings
of the Sermon on the Mount.

Staff Pastor Parish ....................................... Kay Ealey
Finance Chair .............................................. Pat Wright
Treasurer .................................................. Holly Taylor
Trustee Chair ............................................ Kevin Jones
Children & Family Ministries ......................................
Mission’s Chair ........................................ Shelly Lewis
Caregiving Chair .......................................... Pat Lucas
Hospitality Chair ............................................................
Worship Chair.......................................... Cindy Chase

Youth Council Rep. ............................ Jennifer Smith
Men’s & Ladies’ Group Chair .............. Gail Cannedy
Lay Member of Annual Conference .. Karen Dozier
Youth Member of Leadership ................. Lily Frazee

Our tithes and offerings ae an expression
of gratitude, worship and praise. Giving
is an act of faith.

OCTOBER 2020
General Fund

Year to Date

Contributions

$239,961

Expense

$215,338

Net Income

$24,623

Building Fund Donations

The great challenge left to us is to cut through
all the glitz and glam of the season that has
grown increasingly secular and commercial,
and be reminded of the beauty of the One
who is Christmas."
~Bill Crowder

$14,320

You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God.
~2 Corinthians 9:11 (NIV)

Help us decorate
our Mission Trees!

Auburn, Chatham, Divernon, Pawnee

Donation suggestions, but not
limited to:
Donate!

Canned fruit and vegetables,
canned chili, canned beans,
pasta sauce, pasta noodles,
peanut butter, jellies, Ravioli,
canned soups, Hamburger
Helper

We are collecting new socks,
underwear (all ages), diapers,
wipes, Pull Ups, towels, wash
cloths, soap and body wash,
shampoo and conditioner

March to the Manger
The Mission team has designated this
year’s Christmas gifts to be divided
between:

Midwest Mission Distribution Center—
Donations will go towards Covid-19
supplies that are distributed locally and
nationally from the MMDC.
Kumler Outreach Ministries—A local
mission that “meets people where they live,
feeding the hungry, caring for the sick and
helping clothe people.”
March to the Manger gifts can be mailed
to the church any time during Advent at
1022 New City Road, Chatham, IL. 62629.

National Cookie Day
December 4th

Neighbor Helping Neighbor

Holiday Schedule
The Chatham School District
has provided us with the
names of six families, that
we can bless this Christmas
season.

“Christmas is most truly Christmas when we
celebrate it by giving the light of love to those who
need it most.
~Ruth Carter Stapleton

December 21—24
Church Office closes at noon
December 25 & January 1
Church Office closed
January 1
Church Office closed

December
Birthdays
12/02

Judy Plummer

12/03

Debbie Sisk

12/04

Pat Lucas

12/04

Dolores Mobley

12/05

Ted Dowson

12/05

Helen Leanard

12/07

Kyle Johnson

12/09

Wanda Meurer

12/09

Reta Jones

12/12

Derek Midden

12/12

Nathan King

12/13

Cathryn Seifert

12/14

Kay Ealey

12/15

Jean Chase

12/15

Pat Wright

12/17

Ryan Kessler

12/19

Kathy Koch

12/23

Lisa Godfrey

12/23

Alex Johnson

12/24

Bryan Randall

12/28

Glenda Allbright

12/28

Edwina Dowson

12/28

Sarah Frazee

12/29

Cyd Ayers

12/30

Jesse Ayers

The Sugar Creek Youth are hosting a Blanket Drive
through the end of January 2021. They are asking for
new or gently used blankets, which will be donated to
the Salvation Army. Look for the donation box in the
church foyer.

Happy Anniversary!
12/22 Bill & Marilyn Dickey

Don’t see your name on the birthday
or anniversary list? Please contact the
church office. We don’t want to miss
your special day!
office@sugarcreek.org

12/26 Don & Pat Wright
12/27 Jeff & Megan Brown
12/31

Clark & Barbara Germann

Bless us Lord, this Christmas, with quietness of
mind; teach us to be patient and always be kind.”
~Helen Steiner Rice

