
Here is the latest update on Bishop Beard’s Coming Back to the Heart of Worship: IGRC Guidance on Safely 

Gathering. As you know, the bishop’s guidance for reopening our churches closely follows the governor’s 

guidelines for reopening our state. As such, we will be entering “Phase 3: Recovery” of a 5-phase plan on May 

29, both as a state and as a church in the IGRC. Before I explain the details of Phase 3, I stress that, in spite of 

what President Trump said regarding churches as being essential and, thus, should be opened immediately, as a 

church in the IGRC of The United Methodist Church, Sugar Creek will follow the guidance set by our bishop. 

Briefly stated, Phase 3: Recovery lists the following guidelines: 1) Churches may gather for any purpose in 

groups of less than 10. 2) Children’s ministry programs should not be held. 3) Social distancing, face masks and 

other precautions should be taken. 4) Churches should not practice group singing. 5) Church buildings may 

reopen to small groups, and all church staff and volunteers can return to using the building. 6) People at high 

risk of dying from Covid-19 should not gather in groups of any size.  

So, while Phase 3 is a positive step forward, it still has considerable limitations. In fact, the more detailed IGRC 

Guidance for Phase 3 lists 23 guidelines to follow, including: 1) Determine whether to  “Continue to meet for 

public worship exclusively online in order to avoid excluding congregants who may not yet feel safe attending 

in-person gatherings.” 2) Have in place a system that limits the number of people who can enter the building to 

ensure that only groups of 10 or less are gathering. 3) Keep a log of all persons entering the church in case they 

need to be notified should someone later test positive for Covid-19. 4) “All people, including worship leaders, 

musicians, pastors and congregants should wear a face covering [. . .] and remain at least 6 feet from other 

people.” 5) Clean and sanitize all exposed surfaces between gatherings. 6) “Congregations, worship leaders and 

choirs should not join in collective singing of hymns, praise songs, or other congregational music while 

congregation is present.” 6) “People over 65 years old, those with compromised immunity, those with 

respiratory illness or injury, others who are at higher risk of dying from Covid-19 [. . .] should continue to 

remain isolated and avoid gatherings of any size until they are given the all-clear.” 

With these guidelines and on the recommendation of our bishop, Sugar Creek is taking the following steps 

during Phase 3: 1) Form a team of leaders to guide the church carefully and wisely through the reopening 

phases, ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all persons. 2) Continue to hold worship services, small groups and 

team meetings remotely (via Facebook Live, YouTube, Zoom, etc.) and not in person. 3) All church staff and 

volunteers will return to using the church building. 4) Anyone entering the church building (including staff and 

volunteers) is required to have a face mask to use when needed, practice social distancing by staying 6 feet apart 

whenever possible and take other precautions, as necessary. 5) Any group that meets in the church building 

must be limited to 10 or less (total persons in the building), get the approval of the “Reopening Team” and/or 

pastor, and take all the necessary precautions (face masks, social distancing, etc.). 6) Persons at higher risk of 

contracting and dying from Covid-19 (including anyone over 65 years old) will not participate in gatherings of 

any size anywhere in the building or on the church property. 

It’s a lot to consider, I know! However, be assured that we are moving forward, and we will gather again in 

person. More importantly, remember that God is in control and will guide us through this current crisis. 

Remember also, that things will never be the same again. Rather, we are moving forward into a “new normal” 

and an exciting future that God has planned for all of us and for the Sugar Creek UMC. So, let’s be patient, 

have hope and pray! When we do, we will be a better and stronger church that’s able to fulfill our God-

ordained, Christ-led and Spirit-filled mission and ministries of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world” and “sharing our joy in Christ Jesus by reaching out to show God’s love.” 


