
Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

August 2021 

Worship & Picnic in the Park 

Sunday, September 26 @ 11 AM 

Join us for worship followed by a 

picnic at Center Park (across from the 

Zoo on East Lake Shore Dr., areas 2-4) 

on Sunday, September 26 at 11:00 

am. The church will provide fried 

chicken, drinks and table service.  

Bring a side dish and/or a dessert to 

share, and your lawn chairs! 

 

The Wonderful Wednesday       

Kitchen Crew Needs YOU! 

We need volunteers to help in the kitchen on 

Wednesdays. Please contact the Church Office 

to let us know you are interested in volunteering. 

office@sugarcreek.org/217.483.2270 

 

We have two classes 

scheduled in September at 

the Chatham Fire Depart-

ment. The cost is $25 per 

person. Contact the 

Church Office (office@sugarcreek.org or 

483.2270) to sign up for one of the following 

times: 

Thursday, September 9 from 6:00 PM—9:00 PM 

Thursday, September 23 from 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Get trained. Save a life. You’ll be glad you did! 

Kicks off September 8 

Meal—5:30 PM 

Small Groups—6:30 PM 

Details coming soon! 



“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hid.” – Matthew 5:14 (NRSV) 

 The theme for our Healthy Holy Habits Challenge 
in 2019 was “Dare to Stand Out.” Reflecting on this 
theme, I realized it is also an appropriate theme to 
inspire you and me at SCUMC, both in our calling as 
Christians to be followers of Jesus, and in our en-
deavors as a church to fulfill our God-given mis-
sion. 

I came across the expression “Dare to Stand Out” a several years ago when Nancy 
and I took Filip (the exchange student we were hosting) to Chicago so he could experience the 
sights and sounds of the big city. One of our destinations was the Skydeck that’s located in 
Willis Tower (formerly Sears Tower). For those of you who haven’t been there, the Sky-
deck is a glass-enclosed viewing deck circling the 103rd floor that offers a stunning view 
in all directions of the skyline of Chicago, the shoreline of Lake Michigan and miles of 
surrounding suburbs. 

New to the Skydeck when we visited is an attraction called “The Ledge,” which con-
sists of four glass-encased platforms that literally extend out from the 103rd floor of the 
skyscraper. Brave visitors can “stand out” onto the platforms, surrounded only by a rein-
forced Plexiglas ceiling, three walls and a floor. It is both a frightening and exhilarating      
experience to stand out on those platforms, seeing nothing between you and the solid 
ground far below. 

On leaving the Skydeck, we stopped in the gift shop to pick up a souvenir of our visit. 
As I browsed the various trinkets for sale, I happened across a coffee mug that caught my 
attention because of the saying that was imprinted on it. It read, “The Ledge: Dare to 
Stand Out.” On reading that, my thought was, not only is this a perfect way to remember 
the experience of standing out 103 floors above Chicago; but also, it’s an ideal way to        
inspire Christians and the church in their unique spiritual journeys.  

As I pondered dare to stand out, two biblical characters immediately came to mind: 
Daniel in the Old Testament and Peter in the New Testament. Daniel was among the 
“noble” Israelites forced to live under Babylonian rule. During this time, worshiping the 
One True God was risky, even life-threatening. However, despite the pressures to yield to 
Babylonian influences, Daniel refused both to “defile” himself and to stop worshiping 
the Lord God. Even on threat of death in the lion’s den, Daniel dared to stand out. 

Centuries later, Peter faced a major test of his faith, and a decision that could cause 
injury or even death. Amid a freak storm on the Sea of Galilee, which scared the wits out 
of Peter and the other seasoned fishermen, the disciples discover Jesus walking on the 
stormy waters, calling out to Peter. With his eyes on Christ, Peter steps out of the pitching 
boat and into the stormy sea. In other words, despite the overwhelming risks, Peter dared 
to stand out. 

Daniel, Peter and other biblical characters, as well as Christians through the ages, 
serve as reminders of the importance for each one of us to dare to stand out. And, if their 
stories don’t inspire or convict us, then the way Jesus describes us in Matthew 5:14        
certainly should. Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hid.” I believe dare to stand out is an accurate interpretation of what Jesus says to us in 
this verse.  

(continued on next page) 

 

Just a Thought... 



(Dare to Stand Out continued) 

Thus, my personal challenge to me and my pastoral challenge to you are that we, as 
Christ’s disciples and Christ’s Church, heed God’s call to dare to stand out. That said, 
when it comes to proclaiming our faith, I know it’s much easier to blend in rather than to 
stand out; but remember that many of the early disciples and Christians who dared to 
stand out did so while facing certain persecution and death. This makes our excuses (loss 
of courage, friends, comfort, prestige, etc.) seem rather lame by comparison.  

We are living in difficult and challenging times as Christians, which is even more 
reason for us to dare to stand out in proclaiming our faith in the One True God. As our 
nation slowly abandons its Christian heritage, as our culture embraces more secular ide-
als, as our world increasingly tolerates sinful behaviors, as more families lack essential 
foundations of faith, and as our churches struggle to keep their doors open and rediscov-
er God’s purpose for their mission and ministries, we must dare to stand out. God’s king-
dom work is too important for us to do anything less daring or to choose simply to play 
it safe. 

Like “The Ledge,” when we, as Christians and Christ’s Church, dare to stand out, it 
will be both frightening and exhilarating at the same time. All we need do, however, is to 
open our hands, reach out to one another and together dare to stand out for the cause of 
Christ. So, will you allow me to take your hand; and will you, in turn, take my hand and the 
hand of another so, together, we will dare to stand out? Just a thought! 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

GOT A QUICK SECOND? 

Look for our YouTube channel (Sugar Creek United Methodist 
Church) to like & subscribe. Once we get 100 subscribers, we can 
get a custom channel name to make the Sugar Creek YouTube channel 
much easier to find.  

 

The Men’s & Ladies’ Group will meet 

on Monday, August 9 at Toni’s Café 

(379 IL-104, Divernon) at 6:30 p.m. 

Dinner from the menu. Join us! 

Attention ladies! There will be a meeting on Sunday, 

August 15 after the first service at 10 am at the back 

of the Worship Center. We need your input for the 

future of the UMW. 



Missions Corner 
Recent work facilitated by the Missions team at Sugar Creek UMC: 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor: (joint effort of Caregiving and Missions) 

Five families have been served since the first of the year through our Neighbor Helping Neighbor 
ministry. With the guidance of the Ball-Chatham School District, families in need of additional         
resources were identified. Sugar Creek has provided these families with substantial grocery drop 
offs during spring and summer breaks from school. In addition, we have been contacted by some of 
those families when they are in danger of power shut offs or temporary rent shortfalls. Partial and 
onetime assistance has been provided with the families paying large portions of the bills themselves. 
Our families have all been very appreciative of all support, and several families have let us know 
when they can be removed from the list of assistance when their situation changes, such as getting a 
new job. We have been able to provide assistance when it is most needed. 

Sugar Creek members have been very generous in keeping the Neighbor Helping Neighbor fund  
replenished so we are able to provide these services. 

Clothing Drive for local school nurses: 
A clothing drive has been held through the summer to collect gently used clothing to be handed out 
by school nurses to student s as needed. Collections will continue through August. 

Kumler Hospitality House: 

Sugar Creek has provided Kumler United Methodist in Springfield with meals for Hospitality House, 
a community meal for their neighbors struggling with poverty and homelessness. In March and 
June, a meal to serve 25-35 people was prepared and delivered to the church to be distributed to 
those coming to get the carryout meals. Due to COVID restrictions, Sugar Creek did not serve, but 
did provide the food ready to be dished into carry out containers by the staff at Kumler. 

Mini Pantry: 
 We are very excited to announce a new mission opportunity for Sugar Creek. A mini pantry 
is being built to be placed outside the Chatham Area Library. Construction of the pantry will not be 
complete until fall, but Sugar Creek can help get ready for its completion by collecting the items we 
will be placing inside the pantry. We will stock items needed for the pantry in a closet in the North 
Wing at Sugar Creek so that we will always have stock available to replenish the pantry.   

Sugar Creek will be responsible for the upkeep of the mini pantry structure, and making sure 
that it always has a good supply of non-perishable food and hygiene items. The library will provide 
the location and will help promote the pantry as well as provide a handout of all assistance available 
in the area. It is the hope of the library that we can provide a more connected approach to commu-
nity assistance. The library has contacted food pantries, the library board, the VFW food pantry, and 
all are very excited about a mini pantry at the library location. 

Please see the list of items requested for the pantry, and drop off your donations at the collec-
tion box at Sugar Creek. Once the mini pantry is up and operating, donations may be dropped off at 
Sugar Creek or stocked directly into the pantry. Pantry collections begin now! 

 
Items requested for stocking Mini Pantry: 

Canned vegetables 
Canned chili, stews and soup 
Canned meats (tuna, chicken, etc) 
Boxed dinners 
Pasta sides-prepackaged 
Rice sides-prepackaged 
Canned fruit 
Canned beans 
Macaroni and Cheese 
Pasta sauce 

Bath soap 
Coffee and filters 
Fruit Juices 
Mustard  
Ketchup 
Sugar 
Raisins 
Garbage bags 
Band-aids 

Shampoo 
Deodorant 
Toothpaste 
Laundry soap 
Dish soap 
Tampons 
Pads 
Diapers 
Diaper wipes 

Breakfast cereal 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Cake mixes 
Sugar 
Salt and pepper  
Tea bags 
Toilet Paper 
Kleenex 
 



 

August Meetings 
Caregiving 

Tuesday, August 3 @ 6:30 pm 
 

SPPRC 
Thursday, August 5 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Trustees 
Tuesday, August 10 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Leadership 
Tuesday, August 17 @ 6:30 pm 

 

SPPRC 
Thursday, August 19 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Missions 
Tuesday, August 24 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Worship 
Thursday, August 26 @ 6:30 pm 

5th  John & Lucy Anderson 

7th  Pastor Paul & Nancy Dinges 

18th  Barry & Jennifer Smith 

23rd  Bill & Lisa Brockway 

29th  Chuck & Lois Frazee 

1st   Sally Behl 

1st   Terry House 

2nd   Mindi Tuxhorn 

3rd   Becky Lucas 

3rd   Brad Johnson 

4th   Terri Boyd 

5th   Lovell Legg 

6th   Charlotte House 

10th   Chuck Sharp 

12th   Mike Barnard 

14th   Marcia Mackay 

Don’t see your name on the birthday 
or anniversary list? Please contact the 
church office (office@sugarcreek.org 
or 483.2270) to let us know. We don’t 
want to miss ;your special day! 

The Annual Family Campout will once again be at 

Ramsey State Park. Join us September 17-19 for three 

fun-filled days with other Sugar Creek Campers!  You 

pay for a space when you arrive at the park.  Please      

contact Shirley Rickman (691.5039) if you plan to   

attend, or have questions.   

14th   Rustin Godfrey 

18th   Bill Legg 

18th   Jay Davis 

19th   Joe Frazee 

21st   Charlotte Clark 

26th     Marilyn Dickey 

27th    Dale Elenberger 

27th   Megan Brown 

29th     Melissa Osborne 

30th     Kerry McDonald 

31st   Linda Davis 

We need volunteers for the Adventure Highway 
Sunday School class. The kids will meet as one 
group in the large conference room at 10:00 am on 
Sunday mornings. All help is appreciated! If you 
would be willing to help out, please contact the 
Church Office, or Pastor Paul.  

office@sugarcreek.org/pdinges@sugarcreek.org 
217.483.2270 



 

Auburn Schools ............................................. August 18 

Chatham Schools ........................................... August 18 

Pawnee Schools .............................................. August 17 

Rochester Schools ......................................... August 13 

Springfield Schools ....................................... August 23 

You and I cannot  

change or control the world  

around us, but we can change and 

control the world within us. 

The Mission Team would like to 

thank everyone that donated to the  

clothing drive for our local school 

nurses. Your donations will be         

distributed to students in need 

throughout the school year. 
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