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Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

Tithes & offerings can be mailed to the Church Office 

(1022 New City Rd, Chatham 62629), or you can visit our 

website (www.sugarcreek.org/give) to set up automatic 

payments, or a one-time donation using your checking, 

savings, credit or  debit card. The choice is yours! 

The following events have been canceled due 

to the current restrictions that prevent us from 

serving and sharing food and having large 

gatherings of people during Phase 4 of the 

Covid-19 restoration plan.  

Worship & Picnic in the Park—Aug. 23rd 

Annual Fried Chicken Dinner—Sept. 12th 

Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by 

Reaching Out to Show God's Love. 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

will continue providing food 

and essentials assistance to 

five families in Chatham 

through the end of August. 

If you would like to send a 

check in to support this 

mission outreach, please 

make sure to designate 

“NHN” in the memo section.  

Your generous donations to this important community 

outreach ministry are essential. 

I have told you this so that my joy may 

be in you and that your joy may be       

complete.  ~John 15:11 

No matter how the world changes and things 
change around us, you and I should believe 

we are what God says we are. 



~Just a Thought~ 

GOD’S PLAN FOR YOU 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you 

a future with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11 NRSV) 

NOTE: This month’s article is from an earlier “Word-Picture Reflection” Facebook post of mine. I’ll be sharing 

more of my posts in future issues of the Joyful News. 

These are very anxious and uncertain times for sure, as most of us have been sheltering in place at home 

and practicing social distancing due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Those persons not sheltering in place have 

been working on the front lines, unselfishly putting their personal health and the health of their loved ones at 

risk for the rest of us. For all of them (my wife included), I say, “Thank you!” and I pray for their ongoing pro-

tection and good health. For those of us still sheltering in place and experiencing the dramatic effects of social 

isolation, I say, “Be patient and experience God’s peace.” And, for those who have been infected or affected by 

the Coronavirus I pray for your healing and wholeness of body, mind and spirit. 

Those of you who know me well, know that I am very particular and methodical (some have said OCD) 

regarding my daily routine, as well as both short and long-term plans. So, while the social distancing mandate 

hadn’t bothered me much (as I am an extreme introvert), the sheltering in place at home had been quite difficult 

and frustrating for me because it disrupted my well-thought-out and meticulous daily routine and short-term 

plans. The fact that it was a mandate - meaning it’s something I was forced to do - only added to my feelings     

of anxiety and frustration. Oh, I certainly understand and agree with the reasons the mandates are necessary - 

especially from a former healthcare worker’s perspective. However, understanding the reasons for the mandates 

didn’t alleviate any of my anxieties and frustrations. 

Amid the ongoing disruption in my life due to Covid-19, and as I deal with my feelings toward it, this 

question lingers in my mind: “What about and where is God?” And, as I reflect on answers to my question, the 

timely words below give me one answer that I hadn’t thought of before: Consider God’s plan for my life. This is 

a revelation for me because, as I often do when facing a sudden change or disruption in my life, I turn my 

thoughts inward, thinking only about me and my feelings: “Woe is me! My daily routine has been disrupted! 

My plans have been hijacked!” Thus, what I didn’t consider, until reading the following devotion, is God’s plan 

for me in all of this. 

Perhaps, you’re like me and haven’t considered God’s plan for you amid this current crisis. If so, care-

fully read the words below and ponder them often in these days of forced social distancing. When you do, I’m 

certain that, not only will they change your perspective regarding the sudden change in your daily routine and 

short-term plans, but also they just may change your whole outlook on God’s ongoing presence and influence in 

your life. And, like me, you will have  a peace of mind and an assurance of heart in this anxious, uncertain and 

fearful time, knowing the words of Jeremiah are true: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 

Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” (29:11 NRSV) The emphasis 

being “a future with HOPE!” 

In the March 19, 2020, edition of The Seedbed Daily Text, titled, “People Who Say Such Things:       

Believe God Has A Plan,” J. D. Walt writes the following: “In the midst of these days when our best laid plans 

are all out the window, I wonder if it might be the perfect opportunity to start our days asking God for his plan. 

And waiting for it. Maybe God doesn’t want us to wait this out so we can get back to church as usual or family 

as usual or life as usual. Maybe the pattern is being disrupted in a way that just might create the space wherein 

we might be awakened to God’s plan like we have never known it before.” Just a thought . . .  

 

Pastor Paul 



To prepare Sugar Creek for Phase 4 reopening, the Restore 
Team, led by Bill Albright (chair of the Leadership Team), 
has met on several occasions to discuss the available options 
and take the necessary actions. With the large number of 
restrictions and the likelihood of Phase 4 lasting for several 
months, the team worked  diligently to implement the neces-
sary safety guidelines during the first month of Phase 4. The 
team was intentional on working carefully and cautiously to 

ensure the safety and wellbeing of everyone for the long-term. 

Below is a summary of some of the major safety guidelines that have been implemented and will be enforced to 
comply with the state’s and the bishop’s reopening plan. For more detailed information, please note that a com-
prehensive document, titled, “Guidelines for In-Person Worship & Ministry during COVID-19” is available for 
reading and/or downloading at www.sugarcreek.org and in the link provided in the all-church email. There’s also 
a helpful brochure on “Tips for Returning to In-Person Worship & Ministry” included on our website, as well as 
a link provided in the all-church email. 

Due to the limit on the number of persons allowed to attend worship (60 people), everyone needs to register 
ahead of time either by going online at SignUp.com or by contacting the church office at 483-2270. 

A face mask or covering must always be worn and a 6-foot social distance maintained by everyone, both in the 
parking lot and church building. (You are asked to provide your own face mask or covering. However, extras 
will be available just in case.) 

Bring your own food (snacks) and beverage (water, coffee, soda, etc.) with you, as the only food and   beverage 
allowed in the church building is what individuals bring for their own consumption (no sharing except with fami-
ly members). 

Upon arrival, Welcome Desk volunteers will take your temperature, ask a few pertinent health questions,  verify 
your contact information and direct you to a hand sanitizing station. 

When entering the Worship Center, wait to be seated by an usher, who will direct you to a designated seat. Only 
the pews and chairs marked by a cross can be used. Only family members residing in the same home can sit to-
gether in the areas marked with a “family” cross. 

All hymnals, bulletins, envelopes, cards, pencils, paper, etc. have been removed from the Worship Center to 
avoid the possible spread of the virus from “high-touch” items. 

During worship, there will be no singing or reciting readings and prayers aloud. Offering baskets will not be 
passed. One will be located at the entrance of the Worship Center for individuals to place their tithes and offer-
ings. Children will remain in their seats during the Children’s Message. 

Wait to exit the Worship Center for an usher to dismiss you to ensure the appropriate social distance between 
you (and your family) and other individuals (and families). Please take all your belongings with you. 

Please use restrooms sparingly, as they must be sanitized after every use. Only one person/family is allowed in a 
restroom at one time. 

Do not congregate in the parking lot, welcome area or fellowship hall at any time. Use only the main entrance 
door to enter and exit the church building. Follow all posted signs. 

Please note that the Restore Team is calling on all Sugar Creek members and friends to help carry out Phase 4, 
as, literally, it takes the participation, resources and work of the whole body of Christ to reopen safely and        
successfully. So, as you read the reopening guidelines, prayerfully consider how you are able and willing to       
assist in this vital and unprecedented way forward into a new normal for Sugar Creek UMC. 

Finally, since persons who are at risk (low immunity, chronic medical condition, etc.), showing any symptoms of an 
illness, or waiting for the results of a Covid-19 test, should not attend in-person worship, Sugar Creek will livestream 
and record the worship service to have it available for viewing anytime on both Facebook and YouTube. 

 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

http://www.sugarcreek.org


1st   Sally Behl 

1st   Terry House 

2nd   Mindi Tuxhorn 

3rd   Becky Lucas 

3rd   Brad Johnson 

4th   Terri Boyd 

5th   Lovell Legg 

6th   Charlotte House 

10th   Chuck Sharp 

12th   Mike Barnard 

14th   Marcia Mackay 

14th   Rustin Godfrey 

18th   Bill Legg 

18th   Jay Davis 

19th   Joe Frazee 

21st   Charlotte Clark 

26th     Marilyn Dickey 

27th    Dale Elenberger 

27th   Megan Brown 

29th     Melissa Osborne 

30th     Kerry McDonald 

31st   Linda Davis 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or anniversary 
list? Please contact the church office 
(office@sugarcreek.org or 697.4643) to let us know. 
We don’t want to miss your  special day! 

 

5th  John & Lucy Anderson 

7th  Pastor Paul & Nancy Dinges 

18th  Barry & Jennifer Smith 

23rd  Bill & Lisa Brockway 

29th  Chuck & Lois Frazee 

The many cards and phone calls Lucy and       
I received during my sister's recent illness 
and  after her death are appreciated. Even 
though her declining health over the past 
couple of years was a constant concern, 
when the end-of-life occurs it is comforting 
to know that others were keeping us in their 
thoughts and prayers. Currently, we are 
awaiting sufficient degradation of Covid-19 
to enable a Celebration of Life service in 
Manchester, NH, later this fall.  

Thanks for your support!  

 John & Lucy Anderson 

 

Attention all team members! Your team 

chair will contact you if and how your 

team will be meeting for the month of 

August. 

Please join us at the Chatham Café (414 

North Main) on Tuesday mornings at 7 am 

for this book study on the Gospel of Luke. 

TUESDAY MORNING 

BOOK STUDY 

CHATHAM CAFÉ 

7:00 AM 

To Bring People to Jesus Christ Through 

Worship, Connection, and Service. 



IN—KIND DONATIONS NEEDED 
• Bath Hand Towel—No kitchen towels 

• Bath Washcloth—No kitchen towels 

• Adult Toothbrush—No multipacks 

• Toothpaste (2.5 oz. or larger) 

• Bar Soap (3-4 oz.) 

• Bottle Liquid Laundry Detergent (32-64 oz.) 

• Bottle Liquid Antibacterial Disinfectant Cleaner (16-40 oz.) 

• Bottle Dish Soap (16-34 oz.) 

• N-95 Face Masks 

• Adult Cloth Face Masks 

• Child Cloth Face Masks 

Questions? Email us at office@midwestmission.org 

MIDWEST MISSION NEEDS OUR HELP! 

Midwest Mission is in need of in-kind donations to assemble Personal Dignity Kits and to full fill     

request for COVID Relief Supplies around the world both domestically and internationally. Below you 

will find a full list of needed donations. 

These donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at the side        

entrance by Door Number One. 

If you are unable to purchase donations or get the donations to our warehouse, please feel free to 

make a monetary donation of your choice online at www.midwestmission.org, or checks can be 

mailed to 1001 Mission Dr., Pawnee, IL. 62558. Thank you in advance for your support! 

For every $1 donated, $6.33 in relief supplies are sent to support those in need. 


