
 

 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 
 

August 2018 

The Church Picnic will be held at Center Park 

(across from the Henson Robinson Zoo on East 

Lake Shore Dr., areas 2-4).  Directions available at 

the Information Desk.  Fried chicken, drinks and 

table service provided.  Bring a side dish and/or a 

dessert to share, and your lawn chairs!  

The Annual Family Campout will once 

again be at Ramsey State Park. Join us 

September 28—30 for three fun-filled 

days with other Sugar Creek Campers!  

You pay for a space when you arrive 

at the park.  Contact Shirley Rickman 

(217.691.5039) if you plan to attend, 

or have questions.   

Our children and youth will move up to their new 

classes on Sunday, August 19th.  If you have 

questions about which grades promote, ask any 

of our Sunday school teachers, or contact the 

Church Office (697.4643/office@sugarcreek.org). 

AUGUST 19 

Sunday, August 26 at 12:30 PM 

24TH ANNUAL 

CHICKEN DINNER 

Fried chicken, mashed        
potatoes & gravy, corn         
or green beans, coleslaw, 
and your choice of dessert 
and drink 

Saturday, September 8, 2018 

Serving from 4pm—8pm 

Adults—$9 Kids under 12—$4 

Labor Day 
September 3 

The Church Office will 

be closed in observance 

of the Labor Day        

holiday. 



JOIN THE FUN AND FELLOWSHIP! 
We are in need of volunteers who would like 
to help with the following: 
 
 

COLE SLAW DAY 
Wednesday, September 5 at 9:00 am 

 

SET UP 
Saturday, September 8 at 10:00 am 

Clean chicken, run dishes through the dish-
washer, setup tables, chairs and, serving 
lines 

PREP 
Saturday, September 8 at 1:00 pm 

Set up tents, flouring tables and chicken 
cooker.  Prepare drinks, wrap silverware, cut 

and slice desserts, etc.        

25—Cakes 

120—Pies 

100 lbs—Sugar 

50 lbs—Flour 

8 lbs—Bacon 

10—Loaves of Rye Bread 

20—Gallons of Whole Kernel Corn 

8—Gallons of Malt Vinegar 

10 lbs—Coffee 

20—Cans of Kool-Aid 

15—Loaves of White Bread 

10—Loaves of Wheat Bread 

30—Gallons of Cut Green Beans 

5—Large Onions 

5 lbs—Decaf Coffee 

30 lbs—Stick Butter 

Donations Needed for Dinner  

24TH ANNUAL CHICKEN DINNER 
 

Worship Service—8:15 am 

Fellowship Time—9:15 am 

Sunday School (all ages)—9:30 am 

Worship Service—10:30 am 

More information coming soon! 

The United Methodist Women will have a 

Bake Sale in the Foyer during the Chicken 

Dinner on Saturday, September 8 from 4 pm 

to 8 pm.  Please help out by providing baked 

goods for the sale.   

All proceeds benefit UMW mission projects. 

Saturday, September 8 

The youth will be attending the Powerlight 

Fest, a FREE Christian music festival at the       

Illinois State Fair. Check out Powerlight Fest  

on Facebook for more details. 

Oasis Youth Group 

FALL KICK OFF 
Sunday, August 19 
12:45 pm—9 pm 

 



“Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, [. . .] Let them 
praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with 
tambourine and lyre” – Psalm149:1, 3 (NRSV). 
If  I may be so bold as to ask, “What’s your life been like 
lately?” Are the following answers anything like the re-
sponses you would give? “My life really has been the pits 
lately.” “I’ve been down in the dumps for what seems like an 
eternity!” “I’m in a funk that I can’t seem to shake.” “I feel 
very small and insignificant.” Well, if  any of these responses 

sound familiar, then I have a cure for you! That’s right! There is an easy and effective cure 
for what ails you, and I’m not talking about the old adage, “Take two aspirin and call me in 
the morning.” The surefire cure for the depression, despair, irritability and worthlessness 
you’ve been experiencing lately is simply this: Praise the Lord! 

I know what you’re thinking, “Come on. You’ve got to be kidding me!” What’s more, if  
I were still working as a pharmacist, you would be storming up to the pharmacy counter 
about now, shaking your fist at me and demanding your money back for dispensing a bogus 
cure like that. After all, what good is a remedy if  you can’t count it out, put it in a vial, slap a 
label on it, toss it in a bag and charge an exorbitant amount for it? Well, in this case, a good 
one! “Praise the Lord!” is all you need to pull your life out of the dumps and put it back on 
the right track. 

What’s that you’re mumbling? “It just sounds too ridiculous to be true.” It may sound 
outrageous, but  I urge you to try it anyway. I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised by the       
results. In saying that, I’m now anticipating your next concern. You’re willing to try it, but 
you just don’t know what to do or how to begin. If  that’s the case, just read on. 

First, keep in mind that to praise the Lord doesn’t require unique talents or special  
circumstances. All it takes is a desire to experience and respond to the presence of the living 
God in your life. No voice or music lessons are needed. No church or worship experiences 
are required. It’s so easy to praise the Lord, that even infants and toddlers do it quite natu-
rally. Psalm 8 is a good example. Eugene Peterson’s The Message states it rather poetically: 
“Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you [the Lord]; toddlers shout the songs that drown 
out enemy talk and silence atheist babble” (Psalm 8:2). Not only do infants gurgle choruses 
and toddlers shout songs, but also, they drown out enemy talk and silence atheist babble with 
their praises to the Lord. 

Wow, what powerful praises they must be! Yet, infants and toddlers can’t speak clearly 
or sing intelligibly. But they don’t have to because offering praises to the Lord is a matter of 
the heart. Even the coos and gurgles of a baby are praises to the Lord when they are                
expressed with sincerity, when they flow from the heart. You say you don’t know how to 
praise God. The place to start, then, is with your heart. 

Offer praises to the Lord in whatever voice or manner that befits you. God is not inter-
ested in sound quality, voice range, tonal clarity, or body language. God is only interested in 
you praising the Lord with a  sincere heart. Offer praises to the Lord in whatever circum-
stances of life you find yourself. Praise the Lord particularly when that’s the last thing you 
feel like doing. After all, you know well that if  you expect to be cured of certain physical      
ailments, you must take the prescribed medicine. The same is true for your soul. You won’t 
recover from your feelings of depression, despair, irritability and worthlessness unless you 
take the prescribed medicine of offering praise to the Lord. 

Just a Thought... 

Continued on back 



The United Methodist Men (& Ladies too) are 
having a cookout at Jimmy & Cyd Ayers (8640 
Cardinal Hill Rd, Rochester) on Monday,       
August 20 at 6:00 pm. Food will be provided 
(free will offering). Everyone is welcome to 
come and enjoy the food, fun and fellowship. 

August Altar Flowers Provided By... 
 

August 5—  Chuck & Jessica Sharp in celebration of 
family birthdays. 

 

August 12—Mike & Sandy Freitag in loving memory 
of Kelli Spaniel’s birthday (8/12). 

 

August 19—OPEN 
 

August 26—Chuck & Lois Frazee in celebration of 
their 53rd wedding anniversary (8/29). 

Volunteer Day at Midwest  

Mission Distribution Center 

Friday, August 17 from 8:30 am—11:30 am 
 

The third Friday of the month Sugar Creek 
volunteers at the Midwest Mission Distribu-
tion Center, located next door to the church.  
Everyone is welcome to come and take part 
in this mission experience.  Want to learn 
more about the MMDC?  Please visit their 
website: 

www.midwestmissiondc.org. 

Finally, if  you’re desperately seeking reasons for giving praise to the Lord, you need go no fur-
ther than outside your front door. All of God’s magnificent creation is there waiting to be 
looked upon and enjoyed with great wonder and awe. And, if  you can’t muster up enough en-
ergy to walk out your front door, then simply step up to the nearest mirror and take a good 
look. There in the mirror is your own reflection, which is   

God’s most precious creation. You were made in the very image of God! If  that isn’t 
enough to get you to start praising the Lord, then I don’t know what is. By the way, when you 
offer your praises to the Lord in the most difficult of circumstances, you will soon discover two 
amazing things. One, your current situation begins to improve and suddenly seems tolerable. 
And two, you soon find yourself  living your life as a continuous praise to the Lord.  

Haven’t you suffered long enough? Isn’t it about time you tried the only guaranteed cure 
for what ails you? It’s easy . . . and it works! Just begin offering your praises to the Lord. You 
can start by using the words of the psalmist who proclaimed, “O Lord, our [Lord], how majestic 
is your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8:1). Now, aren’t you feeling better already? Just a thought. 
 

Pastor Paul 



Here and Now...There and Then  

 A Lecture Series on Revelation by Beth Moore 

Women’s Small Group 
Led by Crystal Matthiesen 

 

All ladies of Sugar Creek are welcome to attend this eleven 
week small group on the book of Revelation. 

The Parables 
Six Week Small Group 

August 12—October 17 

Led by Bill Allbright 
 

One of the primary ways Jesus would instruct His disciples was 
through parables. People would gather from far and wide in order 
to listen to what He said about the kingdom of God, and the most 

common way He would  explain the kingdom was in parables.  

What does God want us to learn from these parables? Join us for this six week small group to 
discover the parables of Jesus, get a better understanding of just what Jesus meant and how 
to apply them to your life. 

Wonderful Wednesdays are Back! 

Beginning September 12 
 

Meal & Fellowship—5:30 pm 

Small Groups—6:30 pm 

Look for a weekly email letting you know what’s on the menu, 

or follow us on Facebook (Sugar Creek). 

Finding Our Way: Love and Law in  
The United Methodist Church 

Six Week Small Group 
Led By Pastor Paul 

 

This fall, Pastor Paul will be offering important, small group and church 
conference opportunities “to cultivate fertile ground for conversations 
that need to take place in our congregations over the coming months as 
we prepare [for the called General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church (February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis)] that will consider the recom-
mendations from the Council of Bishops based on the work of The 
Commission on a Way Forward. The UMC is at a crossroads in regards 
to homosexuality, same gender marriage, and ordination of LGBTQ 

clergy. We need to be educated about where we’ve been and where we’re headed next and be 
open to listening for God’s voice and hearing one another.” – Western North Carolina Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church  

(Continued on next page) 



Caregiving Team 
Monday, August 7 at 6:30 pm 

 

Education Team 
Monday, August 13 at 6:00 pm 

 

Trustees 
Tuesday, August 14 at 6:30 pm 

 

Leadership Team 
Tuesday, August 21 at 6:30 pm 

 

Worship Team 
Thursday, August 23 at 6:30 pm 

 

Missions Team 
Tuesday, August 28 at 6:30 pm 

 

Thank you all so much for all the birthday 
cards and wishes for my 94th birthday. The 
sing along at Church on July 15 brought 
tears to my eyes. I’m so blessed to be a part 
of such a wonderful church family. 
 
Janice Germann 

Finding Our Way: Love and Law in the United Methodist Church—continued 
 

To begin our “Healthy Conversations Toward the Way Forward,” Pastor Paul will conduct a 
Six Week Small Group Study at 6:30pm during Wonderful Wednesdays in the fall. The title 
of the small group study is “Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist 
Church,” based on a book authored by eight United Methodist bishops and edited by 
Rueben P. Job and Neil M Alexander. 

The following is a description of the book’s purpose: “Questions and conflict about homo-
sexual practice and the church abound. We encounter media reports of same-gender un-
ions and clergy trials. This leads to talk in congregations and district preachers’ meetings; 
in the hallways at district, conference, and general church gatherings; and in the delibera-
tions of the Council of Bishops where we hear prayers, questions, and outpourings of con-
viction or anguish. 

“We observe The United Methodist Church grappling with issues of importance that divide 
and confound us. We hunger for our church to engage hard questions with rigorous think-
ing and deep prayer and in a spirit of generosity, gracefulness, and mutual respect. 

“This book could change the nature of the conversation. It encourages frank and construc-
tive dialogue that will help us conference together and open ourselves to God’s guidance. 
We seek faithful, fair, just, and loving resolution to issues that challenge our faith commu-
nity.” 

So, prayerfully consider joining in on these vital “healthy conversations” by participating in 
the Finding Our Way small group study in the fall with the start of Wonderful Wednesdays 
on September 12. The small group will meet at 6:30pm, following dinner. Study books will 
be available for purchase a couple weeks before the September twelfth start date. 

Let all that  do be 

done in  

1 Corinthians 16:14 



5th   John & Lucy Anderson 

6th   Keith & Corinna (Kurth) Baker 

7th   Pastor Paul & Nancy Dinges 

18th   Barry & Jennifer Smith 

19th   Harry & Barbara Deffley 

20th   Keith & Bonnie Horn 

23rd    Ted & Jean Chase 

23rd    Bill & Lisa Brockway 

24th   John & Charse Kessler 

29th   Chuck & Lois Frazee 

1st        Sally Behl 

1st        Terry House 

2nd        Mindi Tuxhorn 

3rd        Becky Lucas 

3rd        Jason Sharp 

3rd       Brad Johnson 

4th       Brian Cowgur 

5th       Lovell Legg 

6th       Charlotte House 

10th       Chuck Sharp 

22nd      Jenna Horn 

23rd      Jeff  Ondrey 

24th       Angel Lael 

26th       Marilyn Dickey 

27th       Megan Brown 

28th       Rosa Bryan 

29th       Melissa Osborne 

30th       Kerry McDonald 

31st       Linda Davis 

12th       Mike Barnard 

14th       Marcia Mackay 

14th       Rustin Godfrey 

14th       Cole Craven 

14th       Olivia Craven 

18th       Bill Legg 

18th       Jay Davis 

19th       Joe Frazee 

19th       Jason Henry 

21st       Charlotte Clark 

Don’t see your name on the anniversary or 
birthday list? Please let the Church Office 
know (483.2270 or office@sugarcreek.org).  
We don’t want to miss your special day. 

CHAIR YOGA 
Get Fit Where You Sit! 
Mondays at 10:00 am 

 

The cost is $10 a session, and you 

pay when you come.   

Open to everyone! 

This small group opportunity takes place at the 
Chatham Café (414 N Main Plaza) on Tuesday 
mornings at 7 am.  
 

Everyone is welcome to join us! 

Chatham Café @ 7:00 am 

A healthy attitude is contagious but don’t wait 

to catch it from others...BE A CARRIER! 



 

We would like to thank everyone that 

provided non-perishable and/or cash 

donations for our two Ball families. The 

families will receive one more delivery 

(8/15) before the start of the new school 

year. 
 

We can make a difference! 

General Fund 
  Contributions 
  Expense 
  Missions & Benevolence 
  Conference Obligations 
  Program Expense 
  Salaries (Pastor & Staff) 
  Utilities & Cleaning 
Total Expense 
Net Income (-loss) 
 
Building Fund 
  Contributions 

June 2018 
$22,963 

 
$3,330 
$1,826 
$1,980 

$14,172 
$2,699 

$24,007 
($1,044) 

 
 

$967 

Year to 
Date 
$146,674 

 
$13,984 
$10,956 

$9,595 
$84,731 
$18,231 

$137,497 
$9,177 

 
 

YOUR MONEY 

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 
August stewardship message:  Our tithes and       
offerings are an expression of gratitude, worship 
and praise. Giving is an act of faith. 

Each of us is called to be a blessing to others. 
 

“Those who are generous are blessed, for they share 
their bread with the poor.” 

Proverbs 22:9 

Sharing our JOY in Christ Jesus  

by Reaching out to show God's Love. 

Did you know we collect       
box tops for Cunningham        
Children’s Home?  Look for 
the collection container out-
side the Fellowship Hall, and 

start saving your box tops today! To learn 
more about Cunningham, please visit their 
Facebook page. 

Sugar Creek collects items for Operation  
Christmas Child (Shoeboxes) year round. 
The suggested donation for August is 
school supplies. 

Don’t forget items need to be small 
enough to fit in a shoebox with other 
items. 

School Supplies 

There are 5 Sundays in September.  What does 
that mean?  It’s time to donate non-perishable 
food items to the Chatham Food Pantry. Look for 
the shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall.  Help us 
fill the cart to overflowing!   

Also, please make sure to check the expiration date 
on each item you donate before dropping it off to 
the church.  Thanks!!! 

The greatest success we will know is  
helping others succeed and grow. 


