
Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

April 2021 

Our Vision:  Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching Out to Show God's Love. 

Palm Sunday, March 28th  

In-person Worship 9 am    

Outdoor Worship 11 am 

The 9 am service is live streamed on Facebook  

@ Sugar Creek UMC Chatham 
 

Chatham/Sugar Creek Good Friday 

 April 2nd @ 6 pm 

Reflections on the Stations of the Cross 

In-person at Sugar Creek and live streamed on             

Facebook @ Sugar Creek UMC Chatham 

Contact the church office to sign up          
217.697.4643 or office@sugarcreek.org 

 

Easter Sunrise, April 4th @ 6:30 am 

 We will meet on the church grounds on                      

the south side by the fire pit 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4th  

In-person Worship 9 am    

Outdoor Worship 11 am 

The 9 am service is live streamed on Facebook  

@ Sugar Creek UMC Chatham 
 

 

A Holy Week Prayer Vigil will be held from  

6:00 pm Good Friday through 6:00 am Easter 

Sunday. Participants sign up for half-hour time 

slots with the time(s) they will pray. Participants 

are encouraged to stay at home and pray due to 

Covid-19 restrictions. Look for an email with a 

link to sign up. 

Good Friday, April 2nd from 6 pm 

through 6 am Easter Sunday, April 4th 

Our Conference Our Kids 

Noisy collection 

Got a stash of coins just laying around the house? 
Bring those coins to Sugar Creek for the Noisy 
Collection jar for Our Conference Our Kids. We 
won’t be passing the cans, but we will have our 
giant jar to collect those coins for the conference 
campaign, Our Conference Our Kids. 

The Our Conference Our Kids campaign was 
launched in 2017 at Annual Conference. This 
campaign benefits the spiritual care programs of 
the five child welfare agencies in the conference:  

Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House, The Baby Fold,  
and Spero Family Services (formerly the United 
Methodist Children’s Home).  



Allow me to begin by asking you an Easter question: “Have you seen Jesus?” Seriously – have you seen the 
resurrected Christ in your life lately? It’s a good question to consider as we celebrate the 50 Days of Easter. After all, 
that’s what Easter is all about isn’t it – the miraculous resurrection and the living presence of Jesus in our midst. So, if 
you haven’t asked yourself that question lately, I encourage you to do so this Easter season. 

 John’s Gospel tells the poignant story of Mary Magdalene’s encounter with the risen Christ on that first Easter 
morning. “[Mary] turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, 
‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni! (which means Teacher).” (John 20:14-16 NRSV) 

 I don’t know about you, but I can’t help but think how much I am like Mary. I often find myself frantically 
searching for the living Christ in my life. I even stop to ask those around me if they have seen Jesus; and, if so, where 
have they taken him (or where he might be hiding from me). Suddenly, I hear Jesus calling out my name, “Paul!” And 
immediately my eyes are opened, and I see that Jesus has been standing right with me all along! 

 Are you like Mary and me? I suspect many of you are. So often, the burdens and pressures of everyday living 
get in the way of you and me seeing the living presence of Christ standing right with us. Then, when the circumstances 
of life start spiraling out of control, we begin a frantic search for Jesus to seek out his help, only to discover, to our      
horror, that he’s not where we expect him to be. 

 When I find myself in this position, with tears brimming in my eyes and fright rising in my heart, I become       
desperate and begin to think that if only I can find him I can “take him away” to be with me. Inevitably, then, I start ask-
ing others (usually by searching various resources) if they have seen Jesus. If so, where? Often, however, my frantic 
search for Jesus in this way leads only to disappointment. 

Upon reflection, I have come to a couple of realizations that I share with you, praying they will help you to 
see Jesus in your life. The first thing I usually ask myself when I discover Jesus isn’t where I expect him to be is, “Just 
where do I expect him to be?” I confess that often, just as Mary expected Jesus to be in the tomb where he was placed, 
I expect Jesus to be right where I placed him. Then, I must remind myself that Jesus isn’t like a genie waiting in a  
bottle for me to summon when I need him. And, I don’t have to search for Jesus, because he’s already here. He is 
alive in me! I encourage you, then, to stop searching for Jesus and instead expect to find him right where he is – in 
you! 

The other thing I realized is that, in my desperate searches, I blamed everyone and everything else for taking 
Jesus and hiding him from me. The truth of the matter is that it’s because of my own blindness and deafness that         
I can’t see or hear Jesus, who is with me always. Often, I allow the deceiving sights and sounds of this fallen world to 
cloud my vision and obstruct my hearing of Jesus as he patiently calls out my name. I encourage you, then, to pray to 
God that you might see with new eyes and hear with spiritual ears the presence and voice of Jesus that resides in you 
always. 

Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave and his victory over sin and death 
forever. Just remember, he did it for one reason – so he can live in you! Thus, this Easter, ask yourself, “Have I seen 
Jesus?” I pray that your answer will be, “Yes! I have seen Jesus in you and in me.” I also urge you not to keep the  
answer to yourself. Rather, be like Mary who, upon seeing the risen Jesus, ran to the disciples and announced with 
great joy, “I have seen the Lord” (John 20:18). 

Finally, I encourage you not just to ask yourself that question. Also, be sure to ask all those around you the 
same question, “Have you seen Jesus?” And, if someone you know is struggling with the answer, remind them of the 
Easter promise: “Why do you look for the living among the dead? [Jesus] is not here, but has risen” (Luke 24:5).       
Because he has risen, I have seen Jesus! Just a thought . . . 

 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

It was LOVE not nails, that  
held  Jesus to the cross! 

“When [Mary] had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not know that it was Jesus” – John 20:14 (NRSV). 

Have You Seen Jesus? 



Join us at 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings 
for Outdoor Worship in the church 
parking lot. No need to register. Please 
bring lawn chairs if you plan to sit in 
front of your vehicle.  

The 9:00 AM in-person service is live 
streamed through Facebook @ Sugar 
Creek UMC Chatham. Look for an email 
each week to sign up for in-person  
worship. Covid-19 restrictions apply. 

11:00 AM 

Our youth have chosen their mission trip location 

for 2021.  They will be doing general construction 

work, painting, building ramps, as well as possible 

roofing, July 10th—17th in Chattanooga, TN. 

If you would like to support the 2021 Mission Trip, 

please make sure to designate “Mission Trip” or 

“Youth” in the memo section of your check.  

You don’t have to go on the mission trip to partic-

ipate in the mission trip!  By supporting the youth 

with your encouragement, prayers and financial 

support you are “making the difference” not only 

in the lives of our teenagers but the lives of those 

they will be serving.   

Sugar Creek Youth Mission Trip  

Chattanooga, TN. 

July 10—17 

Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small 

things with great love. ~Mother Teresa 

** 

February, 2021 

General Fund 

Contributions 

** Loan Forgiven 

Expense 

Net Income 

Building Fund 

Month 

$25,132 

$42,380 

$22,564 

$44,948 

Year to Date 

$46,523 

$42,380 

$53,635 

$35,268 

$4,081 

In 2020 the church applied for an SBA loan under the CARES Act, Payroll Protection       

Program. We received $42,380 in April 2020 for payroll and related expenses. In February, 

2021, we applied for and received forgiveness of the loan. 

YOUR MONEY 

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 

It’s not how much we give, but how much LOVE we put 
into giving. 

~Mother Teresa 



Spring shows what God can do with a drab and dirty world. 

April 2 is Light It Up Blue for Autism Day, and 

the whole month is Autism Awareness Month. 

America’s first astronauts were announced by        

NASA on April 9, 1959. 

The Revolutionary War in America began on 

April 19, 1775. 

The Titanic sank on April 14—15, 1912. Over 

1,500 lives were lost. 

The Library of Congress was established           

April 24, 1800. 

Our first President, George Washington was         

inaugurated on April 30, 1789. 

April is humor month, so laugh it up! 

Garden Planting & Tending 

Tuesdays and Thursdays @ 6:00 pm 

Kicks Off Tuesday, May 4 

Last May we joined forces with the Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center, along with volunteers from other 

churches, to put in a garden to help supply a portion of 

Springfield, which has a difficult time getting fresh pro-

duce. 

We need volunteers to help with planting and tending 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays, beginning Tuesday, May 4. 

Together we can make a difference! 

 

Youth Group Sundays 

April 11 & April 25 

Our youth (6th—12th grade) meet the second 
and fourth Sunday of the month from 6:30 pm—
7:30 pm at the church. Invite a friend to join 
you! 

Attention men—we need your help! Contact       
Jennifer Smith to volunteer as chaperones. 

jenniferjpp@yahoo.com/217.414.2111 

Youth Sunday School Class 
Kicks Off Sunday, April 11 @ 10 am 

The classes will be held in the large conference 

room in the Adventure Highway Wing that is set 

up for social distancing. Participants may join via 

Zoom if uncomfortable to meet in-person at this 

time. Look for an email each week with Zoom  

information. While primarily for youth ages 11-

13, all youth are invited to participate. 

Volunteers do not necessarily have  
the time;  they just have the heart. 



April 1st—Daniel & Charlotte Clark 

April 8th—Lyle & Donna Behl 

April 23rd—Tim & Amy Boblitt 

1st   Heidi Bearden 

4th   Suzanne Daugherty 

8th   Michelle Randall 

8th   Bryce Cleeton 

11th   Erik Johnson 

13th   Lily Frazee 

14th   Sara Henley 

14th   Kate Perko 

14th   Zach Perko 

19th   Kay Rentfrow 

19th   Amanda Kessler 

23rd   John McDermand 

23rd   Gail Cannedy 

24th   Nick Smith 

25th   Katy Smith 

29th   Jeff McDonald 

30th   Erica King 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or anniversary 

list? Please contact the church office to let us know. 

We don’t want to miss your special day! 

office@sugarcreek.org/697.4643 

Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank our 

Sugar Creek family and 

friends for the outpouring 

of kindness shown upon us 

during my illness. The 

prayers, lovely prayer 

shawl, masks, phone calls, 

beautiful cards, gift cards, 

visits, food, and all the offers to help will be etched in our 

hearts forever.  

May God bless each of you. 

 Marilyn Dickey & Family. 

 
APRIL MEETINGS 

Attention all team members! 

Your team chair will contact 

you if and how your team 

will meet for the month of 

April. 

It’s time for spring! Therefore,  

if anyone is in Christ, the new  

creation has come: the old has 

gone, the new is here! 



EASTER WORD SEARCH 

Calvary  

Cross 

Nails 

Mary 

Crucifixion 

Pilate 

High Priest 

Passover 

Sunday 

Romans 

Risen 

Sacrifice 

Three Days 

Angels 

Savior 

Golgotha 

Blood 

Simon of Cyrene 

Jesus 

Robe 

Lamb 

Son of God 

Tomb 

Apostles 


