
A lovely reminder of how  

beautiful change can truly be. 
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Palm Sunday, April 14th 

8:15 am & 10:30 am 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th  

Communion/Tenebrae Service at 7 pm 

Combined service with Chatham UMC 
 

Good Friday, April 19th  

There will NOT be a service 
 

Easter Sunrise, April 21st 

 We will meet at 6:30 am on the church 

grounds (south side by fire pit), or MMDC 

Chapel depending on weather. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21st 

One Easter Celebration Service at 10:00 am 

Saturday, April 13th 
10 am—12 pm 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 18th 

for the UMW Spring Rummage Sale.  If you 

have donations, and we hope that you do, 

please wait until after Easter (4/21) to 

bring them to the church.  All proceeds 

benefit missions. 



But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.”  – Mat. 28:5-6 (NRSV) 

Easter is a glorious celebration! It represents who we are as Christians because of what God 
did for us. Easter is the strong foundation upon which we build our faith. If it were not for a 
stone-rolling quake at early dawn, our Christian beliefs would falter and be torn apart by all our 
fears and anxieties. If it were not for an open and empty tomb on Easter morning, our spiritual 
faith would crumble and be washed away by all our doubts and uncertainties.  

Though some may still doubt, the Easter miracle did take place. Easter did happen; it is 
real! Otherwise, all that Jesus did, and all that Jesus experienced would have been a tragic waste. 
His teachings, miracles, healings and examples would have been meaningless. Jesus being 
mocked as a savior, flogged as a criminal, crowned as a king, stripped as a ruler and crucified as a 
thief, would have meant nothing to us. Even more, the divine plan to tear apart the dark and 
heavy curtain of sin that separated us from our Creator, to renew the covenant relationship of 
love we had with our God, and to restore the rightful place we held alongside our King, would not 
have been fulfilled. 

Easter did happen; it is true! We can rejoice at a divine promise fulfilled on Easter Sunday. 
We can celebrate at a fallen angel defeated on the third day. We can praise with our Father; healed 
from our pain. We can sing with the angels; spared from our shame. We can bow before our Sav-
ior, who died in our place. We can go before our Judge; saved now by grace. 

As you can see, it’s through poetry that I can best communicate to you the overwhelming 
joy we, as Easter people, can and should experience and share with others. Here, then, is a short 
poem I wrote in my devotional journal several years ago. I encourage you not only to read the 
poem with your lips and recount it in your mind, but also to recite it with your heart and relish it 
in your soul. 

 

Christ Risen! 
The light has come; darkness retreated. 
The Lord has won; Satan defeated! 
 
Death has ended; life reborn. 
Hearts are mended; love restored! 
 
We are pardoned; sins forgiven. 
The tomb abandoned; Christ risen! 

 

To quote John and Adrienne Carr (authors of the small group resource, titled We Are an 
Easter People): “In short, Easter produced the Church. Easter produced us! We are an Easter       
people!” As Easter people, let us claim in our lives and proclaim to the world the fulfilled promise 
of our salvation and celebrate the Easter miracle that makes it possible, not just on Easter       
Sunday, but also every day! 

It is my sincere desire and prayer that, as Easter people, you and your family will have a 
blessed and joyous Easter all year long. Just a thought. 

 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

CHRIST RISEN! 



 

 

 

1st  Harry Deffley 

1st  Heidi Bearden 

4th  Suzanne Daugherty 

4th  Thad Lael 

8th  Michelle Randall 

8th  Bryce Cleeton 

11th  Erik Johnson 

13th  Lily Frazee 

14th  Sara Henley 

14th  Kate Perko 

14th  Zach Perko 

17th  Bunny Wolfe 

19th  Kay Rentfrow 

19th  Amanda Kessler 

19th  Hannah Hedinger 

21st  Parker High 

23rd  John McDermand 

23rd  Gail Cannedy 

24th  Cami Dowson 

24th  Nick Smith 

25th  Katy Smith 

27th  Denny Dowson 

29th  Jeff McDonald 

30th  Erica King 

April 8th—Lyle & Donna Behl 

April 8th—Chub & Holly Hough 

April 23rd—Tim & Amy Boblitt 

 

God is AWESOME and I have seen 
the hands and feet of Jesus at 
work. I am totally overwhelmed 
with the show of support from 
calls, cards, meals prepared and  
delivered, texts, and FB messages 
for not only me but my family. One 
has to travel this journey in order 
to feel the love provided and 
though that is not my wish for any-
one I am most humbly gracious for 
all provided. 

Pat Freeman 
 Quarterly Mission Project 

Don’t forget we are collecting items for the Spring 
Street Veterans Renaissance—A shelter designed to 
help veterans get back on their feet after service to 
their country. 

Donations Needed—Toilet paper, paper towels, laun-
dry pods,  condensed milk, cooking oil, spaghetti 
sauce, spaghetti noodles, boxed cornbread, chili, 
sugar, large cans of peaches, pineapple, mandarin  
oranges, fruit cocktail, peas, corn, green beans, and 
carrots 

PORK CHOP DINNER 

June 29 from 4:00 pm—7:00 pm 



Calling All Crocheters and Knitters! 

If you can knit or crochet, this is the opportunity for 
you. Did you know that Sugar Creek supplies a prayer 
shawl for those in the hospital, or recuperating at 
home? Would you like to be a part of the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry by providing shawls for those in need? If      
interested, please contact our Caregiving chair Pat      
Lucas (217.836.2181/plucas12@comcast.net). 

Do you want to learn how to crochet or knit? 
Dee Ann Powless is offering to teach anyone interested 
in learning on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm. Please 
contact the Church Office to sign up. 

(office@sugarcreek.org or 217.697.4643) 

Cyber Security Concerns 
Monday, April 8th @ 6:00 pm 

 
The Men’s & Ladies group invite you 

to this special evening at the Chatham 

Café (414 N. Main, Chatham). Our 

guest speaker will be Detective Mike 

Harth with the Sangamon County 

Sheriff’s Department. He is the lead 

detective for addressing cyber crime 

against residents of Sangamon 

County. 

The focus of the evening will be on 

precautions and other steps one 

should consider using when online 

with their personal computer. These 

concerns are especially important in 

light of the increasing level of cyber 

crime in today’s world. 

Everyone is welcome to join us!     

Dinner from the menu. 

Sunday, April 7th 
Provided by Sue Weston in loving memory of her parents, 
Ruth & Freeman Drew, and her brother, Allan Drew. 
 

Sunday, April 14th 
Provided by Don, Reta & Michaela Jones in loving memory 
of Glen & Kathryn Creek. 
 

Sunday, April 21st 
Provided by Jennifer Smith in celebration of Katy, Nick and 
Grandma Leta’s birthdays. 
 

Sunday, April 28th 
Provided by the Tuxhorn family in loving memory of Levi 
Tuxhorn. 

Sunday Evening Lenten Services 
 

Sunday, April 7th @ 6:30 pm 
Paulette Cott @ Sherman UMC 

9646, 2336 E Andrew Rd, Sherman  

 
Sunday, April 14th @ 6:30 pm 

Brian Caughlan @ Williamsville UMC 
128 Jones St, Williamsville 



Fire Safety in the Home 
Wednesday, May 8th at 6:30 pm 

 
Lt. Ryan Bramley from Chatham Fire       
Department will be doing a presentation 
on Wednesday, May 8th on Fire Safety in 
the home.  He will also talk about their Fire 
of Life Program.  This is scheduled at 6:30 
pm following the Wonderful Wednesday 
meal.   

 

Caregiving Team 

Tuesday, April 2 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Education Team 

Monday, April 8 @ 6 pm 
 

Finance Team 

Thursday, April 11 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Leadership Team 

Tuesday, April 16 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Missions Team 

Tuesday, April 23 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Worship Team 

Thursday, April 25 @ 6:30 pm 

YOUR MONEY 

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 
April stewardship message:  Our tithes and offerings are 
an expression of gratitude, worship and praise. Giving is 
an act of faith. 

General Fund 
Contributions 
  Expense 
    Missions & Benevolence 

Conference Obligations 
Program Expense 

Salaries (Pastor & Staff) 
Utilities & Cleaning 

Total Expense 
  Net Income (-loss) 
 

Building Fund 
  Contributions 

Feb. 2019 
$27,299 

 
$1,784 
$1,587 
$2,307 

$16,012 
$3,628 

$25,318 
$1,981 

 
 

$4,405 

Year to Date 
$49,538 

 
$3,175 
$3,174 
$2,595 

$31,976 
$6,554 

$47,474 
$2,064 

 
 

$2,983 

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Sharing our joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching out to show 

God’s Love. 

14th Annual Festival of Quilts 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 
 

If anyone is interested in attending Cunningham 
Children’s Home Festival of Quilts, please contact  
the Church Office (217.697.4643). We will meet    
at the church and carpool to Urbana. The suggested           
admission donation is $5. For more details visit: 

www.cunninghamhome.org 



 
Great News!  The Sharing Our 
Joy  t-shirts for both short 
sleeved and long sleeved are $15 
and the denim shirts (also both 
short sleeved and long sleeved) 
are $25.00.  You can order your 
Sharing Our Joy apparel on 
Sunday mornings in the foyer, 
or by contacting the Church  
Office during the week. 

Children & Family Ministries 
We are beginning the process of taking a look at the best 
way to minister to our children and young families. Bill    
Allbright is going to put together a team, that is not gender 
or age specific, to make some recommendations with regard 
to Sunday School, Children's Church, a midweek program, 
special events and so forth.   

Anyone that would like to be a part of such a team, please 
contact Pastor Paul (217.697.4652 or pdinges@sugarcreek.org) 
or Bill Allbright (651.829.0804 or bgallbright@yahoo.com). 

 
Friday, April 19th @ 6:00 pm through 

Sunday, April 21st @ 6:00 am 
 

A Holy Week Prayer Vigil will be held 
from 6 pm Good Friday through 6 am 
Easter Sunday. Participants sign up for 
half-hour time slots with the time(s) 
they will pray. Participants are encour-
aged to come to church and pray. Or, if 
unable to come to church, stay at home 
and pray. A Prayer Chapel will be set up 
in the South Wing Conference Room, 

and the back door to the South Wing will remain open throughout the prayer vigil. The 
alarm system will be disarmed during the prayer vigil and the Sangamon County Police 
Department will be notified. 

PRAYER VIGIL 
 

Oasis Youth Group Service Day 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 

8:30 am—3:00 pm 
 

Please be in prayer for not only our 
youth, but those that signed up for 
the service project on April 6th at 
the Refuge Horse Camp in Rochester. 
 
To learn more about the camp, visit 
their website at refuge-ranch.org. 

Our Conference  
Our Kids 

Noisy collection 
Sunday, April 28th 

Prayer is the most important  

conversation of the day. 


