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SUGAR CREEK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP TEAM STATUS NOTES 

JULY 2018 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  (Lois Frazee)  
 See separate report. 
  
Care Giving:  (Pat Lucas) 
 The Caregiving Team met July 3rd.  The card ministry that includes birthday, anniversary, get well, and encouragement 
cards continue to be sent to those in our congregation.    
 Communion visits will be scheduled for at least two members for the month of July. 
 Chair yoga continues to be held on Monday mornings and has been existence now for over a year with a steady 
participation. 
 The CPR/AED class for adult, child and infant is scheduled for July 19 and has 17 participants.  There still will be plans 
to repeat an evening class in the fall. 
 An update was given on the status of the Ball Chatham families’ food drive.  So far, 3 substantial food deliveries along 
with other items have been made to both families on behalf of the church.  Both families expressed a sincere appreciation for 
these.  Sugar Creek has been helping 2 single mothers each with 4 children.   Two twin beds and a youth bed were donated and 
delivered to one of the families.  This has been a very successful and important ministry that helped to relieve hunger in our 
own neighborhood.  Pastor Paul stated that we need to identify a designated area in the church that is climate controlled to 
store food items.  This will be explored in the near future.   The Missions team is also working closely with this summer 
program. 
 Later September, a presentation will be given on the topic of “Medications” (especially for seniors) that will be given 
by a pharmacist.  A date will be set soon.  
 
Education:  (Terri Boyd) 
 The Education Team will not meet this month because of CBS meetings. 
  
Finance: (Steven Chase/Pat Wright-co chairs)  
 Finance team did not meet in July. 
 
Hospitality: 
 Temporarily until we have a chair of hospitality, Pat Wright is checking with Sheila on Monday mornings to see if there 
is anyone local that signed up as a guest. She will arrange dropping off a batch of “Sugar” Cookies from Sugar Creek as a thank 
you gift for visiting. To date (past month) there has not been any new local guests. 
 
Missions: (Shelly Lewis) 
 A "Noisy" Collection was taken on the 4th Sunday in June. The collection brought in $175.04 for Our Conference/Our 
Kids. As of June 24, the balance collection for Cards or Cubs which is on the information desk has brought in $47.84 for the 
Cards, and $67.18 for the Cubs. When added to the amount collected in May, a total of $503.77 has been collected as of June 
24, 2018. The balance collection will run through Labor Day. All money collected through the noisy collection and balance will 
go to Our Conference, Our Kids.  
 The mission team continues to work towards our goal of visiting each agency which will benefit from Our Conference, 
Our Kids. On Saturday, June 23, a group visited Chaddock in Quincy. This agency is doing important work in providing support 
and residential treatment for children with the specific diagnosis of reactive detachment disorder. The program which 
Chaddock has been using has been so effective that they are now training other teachers and therapists in their techniques. 
They work with the home therapists and families to assure that the children will transition back to their home life smoothly and 
effectively.  
 The Methodist Build for Habitat for Humanity has announced the recipient of the home build which we will be working 
on. Disheba Allison is a young mother with two children, Kailyn aged five, and Bryson aged one. They currently live with 
Disheba's mother. The home will be built in an older, established neighborhood in Grandview. Sugar Creek has sent $1163 to 
the build. We are very excited that Lloyd Dixon has volunteered to be the coordinator for Sugar Creek on this build. 
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 The Ball families’ project has had some amazing support from Sugar Creek. Mattresses, bedding, food, laundry 
supplies and health items have been delivered to these families, and they are extremely grateful for the help during these 
summer months when no food is being provided at the school. 
 On July 17, Sugar Creek will provide a meal for the people at Hospitality House, an outreach at Kumler United 
Methodist Church. We will be preparing the meal at Sugar Creek, and then delivering and serving at Kumler. We are planning 
to serve around 100. 
 Asbury Children's Hour at Asbury United Methodist Church in Springfield is in great need of volunteers for its 
afterschool program for children aged 6-12 years old. Several people from Sugar Creek have been volunteering already. Cooks, 
clean-up, games players, and Bible story teachers are all needed. This is a group of children who need to know that they are 
loved and supported. The children arrive about 3:15 and are served a meal. Volunteers are encouraged to sit and eat with the 
kids. Many are not used to a sit down family meal. They then have a Bible story/activity time and they leave by 4:45. Anyone 
interested can contact Shelly Lewis for volunteer forms. It is a fast moving and fun group. 
 The Missions Team will have a Heifer International booth at the Ag-Stravaganza at Sugar Creek on July 29. Barb 
Oakes, a volunteer with Heifer who has been to many countries to see Heifer in action, will man the booth, and members of the 
mission team will provide fun activities for kids to learn about cows, pigs, sheep and chickens, all animals which Heifer has 
available to buy. Heifer has provided lots of free items for the kids to earn such as animal buttons, trading cards and pencils. 
 Project Third Day from Carlinville sent a check to Panther Pack Backpack program for $1000. They said that they were 
impressed with what Panther Pack was doing in the North Mac community, and that they hoped that the money would help. 
 
SPPRC:  (Cheri Hoots) 
 The SPPRC Team will hold a special meeting towards the end of July to discuss staffing plans for a Worship Technical 
Director.  This will be dependent upon the Leadership Team vote on July 17th.  The SPPRC Team will not plan on meeting again 
until the beginning of September to discuss staff salaries and charge conference documents. 
  
Trustees: (Kevin Jones) 
 Sugar Creek UMC Trustee's met on July 10 at 6:20 PM.  Three trustee’s and Pastor Paul present with one visitor. 
 Asked attendee’s for additional agenda items.  Always open to ideas and/or needs we notice and want to share or 
others have shared with you. 
 I did talk with Jen Smith, who was the focal for the fund raiser that built the swing set east of the parking lot.  As we 
discussed in a past meeting it is in poor shape and needs to be taken down.  Jen was ok with that but she asked that we save 
the swings hardware for possible re-use someday.  I told her we would. 
 Last Sunday (July 1) after church I was told by Jimmy Ayers that the dishwasher booster heater had failed during the 
pork chop dinner.  I checked it out the following Monday and found that 2 of the 3 fuses had blown.  This has been a problem in 
the past because the disconnect switch runs hot due to it being worn out from use and its age.  Gene manually switches this on 
and off every time the dishwasher is used and the dishwasher is out of service until we get this replaced.  I have asked RB 
Electric to give a quote to replace it. 
 When we replace the sound system, we need to discuss the security in the sound room.  We agreed we would install a 
new lock. 
 Local Boy Scout Austin Upchurch discussed with us a proposal for an Eagle Scout project he would like to do at the 
church.  I asked him to e-mail me pictures I can share with the trustee’s that were not present at tonight’s meeting.  We will 
discuss this further at that time. 
 I made a temporary repair on some aluminum trim that came loose at the parsonage due to strong winds.  Waiting for 
a little cooler weather to get the patio door replaced at the parsonage.  No use opening up a 6' wide opening when it's this hot 
out.  For those that don’t know, the frame of the patio door has some rot.  There were some kinks in the aluminum trim so we 
will get it replaced when the door is replaced.  We also need to replace the mailbox post due to rot.  I made a temporary repair 
on it last winter. 
 After third service, I make sure thermostats are turned up to 78 degrees to help keep our electric bill reasonable. 
 
Future Projects: 

• Phase II of parking lot lighting upgrade. 

• Upgrade "wall pack" exterior lights on the south and west side brick to match the fixtures on the east side. 
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• Exterior painting we saw when we did our walk around last time we met, which includes the steel exterior doors and 
the wood surfaces.  A few pieces of wood trim will need replacing too. 

• Paint parking lot light poles. 

• Replace interior lock sets that look bad from wear on the finish due to age. 

• Landscaping improvements including removing existing dead vegetation. 

• Add LED lights to the back of the sanctuary. 

• We have kitchen equipment that needs attention.  We all love Gene and Wanda and Tom for what they and others do 
for us with the meals, but someday they will want to retire.  What's in the future for our kitchen needs? 

 
UMM:  (Jeff Koch for Gail Cannedy) 
 Twenty five Sugar Creek UMM and guests met at the Chatham Cafe on Monday July 9th for supper, a short business 
meeting, and then the evening’s program.  The June 11th minutes were read and approved.  The meeting began around 6:00 
PM. 
 Jeff had a short devotional on GDD – Gratitude Deficit Disorder.  Pastor Paul had the prayer prior to the meal. 
Gail and John gave updates for the UMM.  The next meeting will be August 20, 2018 at the Jimmy Ayers farm, due to the 
Illinois State Fair taking place the first two weeks in August.  A vote was taken by members present, who concurred with having 
this evening’s meal catered, with a volunteer offering being taken.  The meal will begin at 6:00 PM that evening.   
John and Lucy and Gail gave updates on their recent visit to Contact Ministries, one of the UMM’s projects, and also updates 
on the Bibles delivered to the mission outreach in Butler, IL.  John reported that they delivered 276 Bibles to that group, along 
with a goodly number of Pastor Jack’s material and study guides from his years of ministry.  Gail also gave a short update on 
the Audio/visual fund raiser, discussing the informational packet put together with Jeff Randall’s help.  Gail reported that in 
just a few weeks, approximately $10,000 has been raised, or 250 Sundays of the estimated 1,040 Sundays @ $40/ 
sponsorship/Sunday for the $41,600 needed.  Gail indicated that after discussion, the UMM’s project for the second half of 
2018 would focus on the church’s Audio/Visual funding needs, resuming the UMM’s normal quarterly assistance for other 
worthwhile community projects beginning in January 2019. 
 Bunny Wolfe provided the evening program, with a slide and power point presentation on the IGRC involvement with 
African University, and various mission involvement in Liberia and Zimbabwe over the years.  Bunny is the Missions and 
Outreach Coordinator for the IGRC, having been involved in this mission area for nearly 16 years.  While Bunny primarily 
highlighted this area, with background on African University and how it has evolved, her job also involves working with 13 
other committees and areas that are involved in missions in other countries as well.  She provided National Geographic quality 
photos of native animals as well as pictures of African University and the campus there. 
The evening concluded at approximately 8:15 PM. 
 
Worship: (Pastor Jack Wolfe) 
 The Worship Team met June 28th.  Two votes were taken.  The first one that readily passed was to refer to the 
Leadership Team a proposal to hire an audio-sound booth person to be in charge of people to run the booth, keep the 
equipment programmed, etc. This would provide good and adequate care and use of the booth after the $40,000+ 
investment.   
 The second vote which readily passed was to go to two worship services on Sunday morning with the first one 
remaining with a starting time of 8:15 a.m. and the second at 10:30 a.m. with the Sunday school sessions and fellowship in 
between.  The first service would remain traditional and the second one would remain "blended."   
 The sound system fund raising is well underway and the Audio Technical Services available first installation date is in 
September.   
 
Youth Ministry:  (Kathy Koch) 
 Youth Council hasn't met - James gave a short report at church on Sunday regarding the Youth's week on their mission 
trip, with update regarding a meal and youth report for stockholders later this summer/early fall.    


