
Hi friends! 
 
I said it during second service on Sunday, you all sounded great! Your singing was loud and 
enthusiastic—and it was inspiring! I don’t get enough time on Sundays to really talk about 
worship, so I thought I would take the opportunity today. 
  
“Someone has noted that when we pray, we are preoccupied with our needs.  When we praise 
and give thanks, we are preoccupied with our blessings.  But when we worship, we are only 
preoccupied with God.”—Eddie L. Hyatt 
  
But what is worship? It’s easy to get years into your life as a Christian and only have 
preconceived ideas of these things because so much of our understanding of things ends up 
coming from tradition and the way we’ve seen things done—not necessarily from actual 
understanding of Truth. 
  
And looking at church experience alone, you might be led to think that singing and music is the 
same as worship.  Sometimes that is true.  However, if my mouth is singing or my hands are 
playing but my heart is not engaged, that is not worship. 
  
The word worship is from the old English word “worthship,” which literally means to give 
something worth, to demonstratively attribute value, especially to a deity or god. 
  
When we worship, it communicates how much we value God. How worthy we think He is.  Mark 
12:30 says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.” That means it’s not just with our words.  That means our heart, 
our emotions, our intellect, and our physical body are all parts of our worship.  
  
The first mention of worship in the Bible is in Genesis 22, when Abraham is taking Isaac up the 
mountain to sacrifice him.  He tells his servants to stay where they are because he and Isaac 
were going up the mountain to worship.  Worship always involves giving something.  It involves 
sacrifice.  It involves putting ourselves aside.  It involves humility. Worship for Abraham was 
going to be a literal sacrifice of the greatest thing he had to offer because God was worthy.  God 
was worth it.   
 
I think sometimes that worship-sacrifice for us, especially in modern day America, is just our 
pride.  Sometimes we don’t allow ourselves to express with words, actions or emotions our real 
feelings about God because we are afraid of what it might look like to others.  Yes, there are 
certainly expressions of worship that seem more appropriate for private worship versus 
corporate (at church) worship, but we also cannot allow our pride or fear to interfere with our 
actual worship of God.  
  
“We sacrifice when we offer God our time, our money, our songs of praise when our 
circumstances don’t look praiseworthy, an attitude of gratitude when we feel like grumbling.  A 
sacrifice is often uncomfortable and always has a price.”  So my question for you to think about 



is—what is your worship costing you?  Does that cost really show God and the world how much 
you value Him?  Does our worship tell unbelievers that we really believe what we say we 
believe?  Do you spend more time worshiping things other than God more in your life? 
  
My favorite word in the Bible that means worshipper is abad which is also translated as 
bondservant.   When a slave had served his time with his master and was ready to be released 
from his work, he could choose to stay if he loved his master—and become his bondservant. 
He could choose to serve out of love rather than out of fear or force as a slave.  Religion is 
motivated by fear, worship is motivated by love.  Some of the greatest men in the Bible 
described themselves as bondservants of Christ—Paul, Timothy, James, Simon Peter and Jude 
all did.  This is more of a description of WHO they loved and WHY they served than WHAT they 
were doing or WHO they were. For us to be bondservant worshippers, we have to continue to 
pursue God because the knowledge and the love of God go hand in hand.  And we have to 
worship from a place of love. 
  
All-in-all, if we’re worshiping, it comes from love and passion.  What does passion look like to 
you?  Do our expressions of worship match up with what we’re singing when we’re worshipping 
through music? Does our non-music worship life display God’s worth-ship to us?  
 
I love you all and I love worshiping with you! 
Stacy 


