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Don’t take God’s word for granted.  That’s the best encouragement I can give you today.  And you 

might say, “well of course we shouldn’t take God’s word for granted--it’s God’s word.”  The truth is, a lot of us 
do take it for granted far too often.  A lot of us let our Bibles get dusty.  A lot of us would probably have to try 
harder than we’d like to admit to find our Bible.  
 
The apostle Paul made sure that Timothy understood the importance of the Word in his life: 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong 
in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and 
equip his people to do every good work. 
 
He also wrote these words to Roman believers: 
 
Romans 15:4 (NLT) 
4 Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and 
encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled. 
 
The scriptures have so much power to bring teaching and correction and encouragement and training and 
hope and so much more into our lives. 
 
I hope that by now you’re several days into your Prayer and Devotional Guide that we’ve provided as part of 
our capital campaign.  If you haven’t gotten one yet, we have printed copies at the church that can be picked 
up on Sunday or during office hours throughout the week.  The guide can also be accessed digitally via our 
website, newlife-christian.org.  
 
My hope is that you’re not just checking each day of the guide off on your to-do list, but that you’re walking 
away with something.  Something inspiring, something challenging, something to think about, something to do, 
something to change.  God’s Word should inspire us, it should challenge us, it should move us to action, but 
we have to dive in.  
 
The truth is, we do not understand the blessing that it is to have the Word of God mass-produced.  Imagine 
how much you would value it if there were only so many copies available.  Imagine how much you would value 
it if it wasn’t available on your phone or computer.  Imagine how much you would value it if it went out of print 
or was no longer legal to own.  There have been places and times where this was the case.  
 
And yet, we so often take our access to the Word of God for granted.  Open your Bible, open your Youversion 
app, however you normally (or not so normally) read God’s Word, and choose right now to NOT take it for 
granted.  I can only imagine God has something pretty awesome to show you in His word today. 
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