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It’s ok to say it: “this whole quarantine thing is WEIRD!” I never really considered myself to be 
a super busy person, in fact I recharge my batteries by not really doing anything except for being 
with my girls and some video games. I never really considered myself to be extroverted until I 
had to limit my interaction with people under this quarantine. Now I relish the opportunities to 
get to talk with other people. In fact, last Saturday, Becca and I were grocery shopping, which as 
you know is an experience during these times, and we started a conversation with a woman who 
was waiting behind us in line to check out of Walmart. Normally, I would avoid those 
conversations, but this time I was really enjoying talking with someone I didn’t know. (We 
stayed six feet apart, shopping carts also seem to work as quarantine buffers ha-ha!)  

I’m not sure what came over me to engage in that conversation, which started off talking about 
the craziness of shopping in Walmart during quarantine but eventually shifted to our church, 
New Life. I told her about the online service and gave her my card.  I hope she watches, and I 
hope we see her when we meet on a Sunday morning service in person.  

I thought about that conversation a lot since. What caused me to go outside of my comfort zone? 
Like I said, I don’t consider myself to be a busy person, but once the ministry things that keep 
me busy are taken away, and as I navigate how to minister from a “social distance,” I have 
discovered I was wrong.  I was super busy, like many of you. We had, or in some cases still have 
a lot on our plates.  

In 1889, American journalist and humorist Edgar Nye introduced the phase “A mile wide and an 
inch deep”. That is how he described the Platte River which runs in the midwestern and western 
United States. The Platte River is muddy, wide, and shallow making it too difficult to be used as 
a transportation route. Even though the Platte River was important to the Missouri River 
watershed, it was disqualified from use because of its lack of depth. It was from Nye’s 
description that the phrase “a mile wide and an inch deep” was born.  

I’ll be honest, sometimes that phrase can perfectly describe my faith and walk with Jesus. I get 
caught up in working for the church and I neglect whom I serve. Honestly, I think many of you 
can say the same. If not, please tell me how you do it. For the rest of us, as we no longer have 
practices, parties, plays, and after school clubs to go to, we find ourselves with more time on our 
hands and we need to get deeper in our faith again.  

We’ve all probably gone through it, somewhere in the back of our minds. We’ve wanted, sought 
out even, deeper relationships, more significant purpose, and a deeper relationship with God, but 
we don’t think we have the time or ability to find it. I know I have and do from time to time.  

And now we have the time we need. 



In three of the Gospels we find Jesus teaching using the parable of the sower or the farmer 
scattering seed. Luke’s telling is below but you can also find it in Matthew 13 and Mark 4. 
4 One day Jesus told a story in the form of a parable to a large crowd that had gathered 
from many towns to hear him: 5 “A farmer went out to plant his seed. As he scattered it 
across his field, some seed fell on a footpath, where it was stepped on, and the birds ate it. 
6 Other seed fell among rocks. It began to grow, but the plant soon wilted and died for lack 
of moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up with it and choked out the tender 
plants. 8 Still other seed fell on fertile soil. This seed grew and produced a crop that was a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!” When he had said this, he called out, 
“Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He replied, “You are permitted to 
understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables to teach the others so 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 

‘When they look, they won’t really see. When they hear, they won’t understand.’ 
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is God’s word. 12 The seeds that fell on the 
footpath represent those who hear the message, only to have the devil come and take it 
away from their hearts and prevent them from believing and being saved. 13 The seeds on 
the rocky soil represent those who hear the message and receive it with joy. But since they 
don’t have deep roots, they believe for a while, then they fall away when they face 
temptation. 14 The seeds that fell among the thorns represent those who hear the message, 
but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares and riches and pleasures of this 
life. And so, they never grow into maturity. 15 And the seeds that fell on the good soil 
represent honest, good-hearted people who hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently 
produce a huge harvest. (Luke 8:4-15) 

Jesus uses the soil to mirror our heart’s receptivity to his truth. Our receptiveness to His truth 
determines the fruit we produce, not the other way around. The Apostle Paul tells the Galatians 
what that fruit is: 
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23a) 

What kind of fruit would show to people around you that you follow Christ? 

What fruit do you WISH you were producing to show people of your relationship with Christ 
and proof that the spirit is working in your life? 

It is safe to say that we often focus on the fruit when it comes to the depth in our relationship 
with Christ, but we also need to look at our hearts (the soil) from which the fruits of the Spirit 
come.  



Let us take this time to examine ourselves and allow God to “till the soil” of our hearts so that 
not only will our relationship with God and each other deepen but the fruit we produce for Christ 
will also be more meaningful.  

I’ll close this encouragement with Paul’s prayer to the Ephesians.  Let our hearts echo it this 
week.  
 When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, 15 the Creator of 
everything in heaven and on earth. 16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he 
will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home 
in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you 
strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how 
wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of 
Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all 
the fullness of life and power that comes from God. (Eph 3:14-19) 

Amen 
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