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With everything going on, a lot of churches are increasing their communication through extra videos and 
emails and devotional thoughts.  We’re no different.  But I’ve been paying attention to what a lot of church 
leaders that I respect are saying to their congregations, and it seems like they’re having to spend a lot of time 
defending why they closed their doors to large public gatherings when they did.  
 
I think we’re past that point now.  If you’re not sure why we’ve taken these steps, we can agree to disagree. 
What is significantly more important to me is that now that we’ve dealt with the details of service times and 
meeting or not meeting, and everything we’ve spent a significant amount of time discussing among leadership, 
we can turn our focus entirely to responding in a Christ-like manner to the COVID-19 crisis that our world is 
facing.  
 
I never thought I’d say things like, “this is unprecedented,” and “I never thought I’d have to lead a church in the 
midst of a pandemic,” and “I’m not a doctor,” but I’ve said all of those statements at least once in the past week 
or so.  And all of those things are true.  Which means I have no experience to lean back on, no expert to talk 
to, really no clear plan other than trusting God.  Which when you really think about it is the best possible plan I 
could have, but it’s still a new experience for all of us to be in truly unchartered territory. 
 
And yet the history of God’s people, both as found in scripture and in more recent times, has a lot to teach us 
about how we should be responding.  Throughout history, God’s people have stepped up in the face of 
tragedies of all kinds.  Many historians agree that the Christian response to a second century plague was a 
catalyst to the spread of Christianity, as Christians cared for the sick and pointed people to Jesus.  And that’s 
just one of several examples of the impact of God’s people.  I’d encourage you to do some research on this if it 
interests you.  
 
And so the question for us becomes, what is our best response at this time?  Well I’d challenge you to look to 
scripture, specifically to the words of Jesus.  
 
Matthew 7:12 (NLT)12 “Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all that 
is taught in the law and the prophets. 

Matthew 22:34-40 (NLT)34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees with his reply, 
they met together to question him again. 35 One of them, an expert in religious law, tried to trap him with this 
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?”37 Jesus replied, 
“‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 The entire law 
and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 



So the real question is this:  what would I want my neighbor to do for me?  I would want my neighbor to do 
what’s best for me.  And so I want to approach this today by pointing out a few specific neighbors we have, and 
challenging you to respond on their behalf: 

Neighbor #1 - The Person At Higher Risk 

I’ve seen it stated a significant number of times that most of us would recover from COVID-19, that many of us 
might not even experience any symptoms if we contracted it.  But each and every one of us know someone 
who would fall in a higher risk category for any number of reasons.  And their lives are worth us adjusting how 
we live.  Following the CDC’s directives and suggestions really could save a life, so that’s what I believe we 
need to do.  

Neighbor #2 - The Person Working In The Healthcare System 

Many of us are staying home or are working in mostly empty offices.  The kids are home.  The stores aren’t 
busy.  Restaurants are closing their dining rooms.  Movie theatres and gyms are closed for the foreseeable 
future.  But the person working in the healthcare system isn’t home.  They are on the frontlines of this.  They 
are dealing directly with patients who are in fear.  They are dealing with new regulations and guidelines that 
make their jobs even harder than they already were.  Their lives are also worth adjusting how we live.  If we do 
our part, maybe we could lessen the burden they’re having to carry at this time. 

Neighbor #3 - The Person Who Doesn’t Know Jesus As Their Savior 

Ultimately, I’m not scared of COVID-19 because I have the hope of knowing Jesus as my Savior.  But we all 
have neighbors, people in our lives who don’t have that same hope.  Imagine living through a pandemic 
without that hope.  Their lives are worth adjusting how we live, and their eternities are worth us reaching out to 
them with the love and hope of Jesus Christ.  And a lot of them wouldn’t accept an invitation to a church 
service even if we were having them in person.  But they might accept an invitation to view online.  They might 
be willing to chat with you, because who’s not a little bit bored if they’re stuck at home?  Sometimes I’m afraid 
we just hope eventually someone will come to church and find Jesus.  Take this opportunity to let them see 
Jesus in you by the way you love them during this time. 

I could have made a much bigger list of neighbors.  These were just three that came to mind right off the bat. 
But we need to pray for all of them, love all of them, care for all of them, even if it doesn’t involve face-to-face 
contact.  I’ll finish by quoting Andy Stanley, pastor of North Point Community Church: 

“We are loving our neighbors by protecting our neighbors.” 

Today, whatever that looks like in your particular situation, love your neighbor. 

In Christ, 

Kraig 


