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I want to start by encouraging you to read this passage of scripture, part of the letter written by Paul to the 
church at Ephesus.  It was also a letter that was likely intended to be circulated to other churches, being that it 
addressed issues that most, if not all churches were experiencing, not just issues specific to the church at 
Ephesus.  To me, that also makes it even easier to see a letter like Ephesians as applicable to us today. 
 
Ephesians 2:11-18 (NLT) 
11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, 
who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. 12 In those 
days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and 
you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and 
without hope. 13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now 
you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. 
14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own 
body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 He did this by ending the system of 
law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in 
himself one new people from the two groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God 
by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death. 
17 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to the Jews 
who were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ 
has done for us. 
 
I think we sometimes forget that there was a wall of hostility between Jews and Gentiles.  I think unless we’ve 
studied scripture, many of us may not even realize the divide that existed.  The idea that there was a time 
before Jesus broke down that wall that God’s chosen people Israel and the Gentiles were about as far from 
united as possible.  And understand, the idea that non-Jews could be welcomed into God’s Kingdom was not 
celebrated by everyone.  There were certainly many who resisted even the thought.  But, as the scripture says, 
“Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other 
was put to death.” 
 
Honestly it’s a beautiful picture of what was divided, being united.  Of what was broken, being made whole. 
But I think we need to ask ourselves an important question today: are there still walls that divide us?  And 
maybe more importantly, have we contributed to the building of any of those walls? 
 
I think if we’re honest, some of us have contributed to those walls.  And I would suggest even more of us 
haven’t taken real action to help tear them down.  And the walls come in many forms for sure.  There are 
political walls.  Whether we want to acknowledge it or not there are racial walls.  There are walls based on 
sexual orientation.  There are walls based on anything people have differing opinions on.  There are 
denominational walls within the Church.  And I could go on and on.  
 
But when I read that passage of scripture, walls that can keep people from God are walls that need to come 
down.  And I think all of those walls I listed are ones that can be damaging to our witness for Christ.  Now I 
know we aren’t going to agree with everyone on everything, but I would suggest disagreements don’t have to 
become walls.  Because, again as we read in that passage, our unity isn’t supposed to first be based on 100% 
agreement on any given issue, but on what Jesus Christ did for us.  
 



So my encouragement to you today, really my challenge to all of us, is to tear down the walls we’ve allowed to 
divide us and base our relationships on Jesus first.  Because He died for your friends and your enemies.  He 
died for the Jew and the Gentile.  He died for every single person, no matter their race, sexual orientation, 
political stance, and whatever else.  If our relationships start at that truth instead of what typically divides us, 
maybe those walls would come down and the truth and love of Jesus would reach farther and deeper into the 
lives of those who don’t yet know Him. 
 
 
 
 


