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I greatly appreciate all the positive feedback from Sunday’s message.  You all are truly a wonderful 
encouragement to me and I’m thankful to know that so many of you are taking God’s word to heart.  As I 
shared Sunday, there were several passages of scripture we simply didn’t have time to get to and dive deep on 
during the message, so I shared one yesterday on social media, and will share another in this Wednesday 
Encouragement. 
 
In Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, he writes about the gospel, God’s plan of salvation, and that salvation 
being available to both Jew and Gentile.  Toward the end of the letter, Paul moves into a discussion on the 
righteousness of God in practice and we read this: 

 
Romans 12:9-21 (NLT) 
9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love 
each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard 
and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on 
praying. 13 When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. 
 
14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 15 Be happy with those 
who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to 
enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! 
 
17 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 
Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 
 
19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, 
“I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord. 
 
20 Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing 
this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” 
 
21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. 
 
To me, this fits right in with what we talked about on Sunday.  Really, living life the way God has called us to is 
going to feel counter to the culture and in many ways, counter to our human nature.  I think that’s one of the 
reasons some of us struggle so much with it.  Consider just this passage.  “Don’t just pretend to love others.”  I 
would suggest sometimes that’s the best we feel like we can do.  Putting on a happy face has to count for 
something right?  “Bless those who persecute you.”  “Don’t think you know it all.”  “Never pay back evil with 
more evil.”  “Never take revenge.”  For many of us, actually living those statements out is not an easy 
proposition.  We’re much better at fighting back against those who would persecute us.  It’s tempting to believe 
we know it all.  If someone is evil to me, my gut reaction is to throw some evil right back at them.  Some of us 
are really, really good at taking revenge.  But that’s not the response God calls us to.  It’s not the response that 
Paul describes.  Instead he makes a statement that puts all of that to rest whether it’s human nature to us or 
not: 
 
“Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.” 
 



When we fight back, when we retaliate, when we seek revenge, we’re furthering a divide, an argument, 
whatever the circumstances.  It’s a lot like trying to put out a fire with a flammable liquid--it’s not going to help. 
On the other hand, when we do good, when we show love even in the face of hate, we stop evil dead in it’s 
tracks.  Because evil wants to continue.  Divisive people love division.  The devil never wants the fighting to 
end.  He’s excited when we find ourselves taking sides.  What if instead of taking sides, we simply sought 
every single day in our interactions to “conquer evil by doing good?”  I believe with God’s help, we would 
conquer evil by doing good. 
 
Go do something good today and see how God blesses that decision. 
 
We’re in this together for good and for God, 
 
Kraig 


