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When is the last time you prayed specifically for someone or something?  I know we just finished a series 
about prayer a few weeks ago, but my guess is that even those of us who came out of that series with good 
intentions have not necessarily kept up with everything we wanted to do or change when it comes to our prayer 
life.  I was reading in the book of James this week and felt the need to share this with you: 
 
James 5:13-18 (NLT) 
13 Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should sing praises. 14 
Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you, anointing you with 
oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well. 
And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven. 
16 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a 
righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results. 17 Elijah was as human as we are, and yet 
when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! 18 Then, when he prayed 
again, the sky sent down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. 
 
Let’s break that down for a moment:  when you suffer hardships, is your automatic response to pray?  It should 
be.  When you’re happy, is your automatic response to sing praises?  It should be.  When you’re sick do you 
seek prayer?  You should.  I know I can speak for myself and our elders, we would be more than willing to pray 
for you at any given moment.  
 
And yet, I wonder if one of our biggest issues with prayer is that we aren’t fully convinced of the effectiveness 
of our own or someone else’s prayers.  I mean, if we really, I mean really, believed  that “the earnest prayer of 
a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results,” then I think we would pray continually, in 
all situations, no matter how impossible the circumstances might seem.  Maybe we’ve read about the power of 
prayer in scripture and haven’t seen that power in our own lives.  I would suggest the power is there, we just 
haven’t noticed or acknowledged it.  Prayers are answered every day.  Simple prayers and profound prayers. 
Simple responses and miracles.  God hears our prayers and our prayers are answered.  It may not be as 
dramatic as Elijah, yet James said, “Elijah was as human as we are.”  We so often see someone like Elijah as 
a giant of the faith, and see giants of faith as worthy of praying bigger prayers than we ever could.  Yet “Elijah 
was as human as we are.”  
 
So my question for you and for myself is this:  what haven’t we prayed for that we want to see God do in our 
lives, in the lives of those around us, or in our world?  We should pray for those things and do so confidently, 
knowing that God hears our prayers.  He may not answer exactly the way we ask or desire, but He will answer. 
There is confidence in knowing that God is listening.  
 
Kraig 


