
Wednesday Encouragement 
 

Bibles are meant to be worn out.  I did not always understand that.  For a lot of us, the first Bible we received 
was probably one of the most expensive books we owned.  And we tend to care extra for things that cost a lot 
of money.  On top of that, we know that it’s the word of God, and so we treat it as the sacred text that it is.  And 
that’s good.  We should not be careless with our Bibles.  
 
But one thing I’ve realized over the years is that there is really only one sure way to make sure your Bible stays 
in pristine condition, and that’s to never open it.  If we’ve been following Jesus for any amount of time at all, our 
Bibles should be dog-eared and worn and the spine should be less of a spine than it originally was.  If our Bible 
is pristine, I would guess we’re not having much success in truly following Jesus.  A worn out Bible tells the 
story of someone who has turned to God over and over again, in the good times and the bad.  A worn out Bible 
tells the story of someone who doesn’t try to fight every battle on their own.  Years ago, I was blessed to 
receive the personal Bible of a gentleman I respected greatly.  He had lived a long life, and he had spent most 
of it following Jesus.  Let me tell you about his Bible: it was worn out.  And for me, equating what I knew of his 
life with the worn out Bible that now sits on a shelf in my office as a reminder was all I needed to know.  
 
God’s word is active and vital and cannot be ignored.  Sunday should not be the only day we’re taking in the 
scriptures.  We, each of us, need to be intentional about spending time in God’s word.  It’s that important. 
Consider Paul’s words to Timothy as he warns him that false teachers and deceitful leaders will come around:  
 
2 Timothy 3:14-17 (NLT) 
14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, for you know you 
can trust those who taught you. 15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have 
given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It 
corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his 
people to do every good work. 
 
The Word of God should not just be sitting on a shelf.  I’ll tell you the truth:  Satan would love nothing more 
than for your Bible to remain in the box it came in or wrapped in plastic or however it was the day you received 
it.  A Bible opened daily for study, opened in times of crisis and in times of celebration, read over and over 
again, will wear out.  And you and I, our walk with Christ will be all the better for it.  Sometimes we feel like God 
is so distant.  But let me ask you:  as you read this, is your Bible close at hand?  The distance you feel may 
have something to do with what kind of shape your Bible is in.  Open God’s word today and see what He has 
for you. 
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