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Frustration.  It’s definitely an issue I struggle with.  When I first get frustrated, I tend to respond pretty harshly. 
It takes me a decent amount of time to get the perspective I need to figure out if my frustration is valid or not. 
And one of the most frustrating things for many of us is when we expect something specific to happen and it 
does not.  Like many of you, today I was anticipating significant changes in the restrictions that have affected 
our gatherings for almost a year now.  Although I have not had the opportunity to read the text of the updated 
order, from the press conference I just watched, it seems that very little is changing.  And I am frustrated.  I 
have my opinions on what I think should have changed, my own opinions on these restrictions in general, and I 
am sure that you do, too.  We have tried our best to honor the restrictions to the best of our ability, out of 
respect for our leaders and the knowledge that no one truly knows everything about this virus—least of all me. 
But there are also days where I just want to say, “forget it all, let’s do whatever we want to do.”  I imagine 
you’ve been there, too.  
 
But when I look at what God has been doing around here lately, my frustration subsides.  Sunday mornings 
have felt a little bit more like whatever normal used to be, and it feels good.  God is sending guests our way 
and we’ve been able to make some significant connections.  Your continued generosity has been such a 
blessing.  Along with many adult and student life groups being able to resume, we finally get the return of 
Kidnection this week!  You all have blown away my expectations for our shoe-collection project (and we aren’t 
even done yet)!  And most importantly, several folks have begun to have conversations about deciding to 
follow Jesus and be baptized, including multiple baptisms that will take place this weekend.  
 
See, I’ve spent a lot of time waiting for restrictions to change so that things are easier. I haven’t stopped 
working for God waiting for those changes, but I have definitely felt like the restrictions have held me back. 
And yet God has never stopped moving in the midst of all of this.  Sometimes we need to be reminded that 
God’s purpose goes on no matter what’s happening in our world.  
  
Proverbs 19:21 (NLT) 
21 You can make many plans, 
    but the Lord’s purpose will prevail. 
 
We need to stop waiting for circumstances to make our lives and our work for God easier.  Our service to God 
should never be conditional.  We can deal with whatever comes our way, whatever the world throws at us, and 
whatever restrictions we need to abide by, because God has called us and God is with us.  Frustration will 
come and go, but God is at work and in control.  Let that encourage you to action today, in spite of your 
circumstances.  No more waiting. 
 
 
Kraig 


