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It’s been almost a year since we started writing these weekly posts that we call “Wednesday Encouragement.” 
And from the beginning, the idea of the encouragement was two-fold.  First and foremost, we wanted you to 
walk away from reading them encouraged about something, in light of something, or in spite of something.  But 
a second idea was there all along as well, and that’s the idea that we sometimes need encouragement to do 
some of the things we already should be doing.  Today is one of those.  
 
There’s a lot more to church, and a lot more to New Life Christian Church, than our Sunday morning services, 
but at the same time, those services are extremely important.  In that time, we worship together, we study 
God’s word, we observe a time of communion together, and we’re encouraged and spurred on to another week 
serving God.  But Sunday mornings are also an opportunity that many people take as their first real 
introduction to our fellowship.  My hope is that when they do, when they come through our doors, that they feel 
welcomed, loved, and at home.  But I’ll be honest with you, the only way that will happen is if we are intentional 
about our individual responsibilities to be friendly and welcoming people.  They won’t feel at home unless we 
make sure they feel at home.  
 
Now I know it’s been a strange time.  We ask people to stay distanced, which doesn’t contribute well to feeling 
at home.  We’re not serving coffee, which can add to the welcoming environment.  We hope to bring that back 
soon, but coffee will never have the effect on someone that you can have.  I know masks are annoying and 
you never know if you should offer to shake someone’s hand or not, but we have to set that aside.  We have to 
set aside our awkward feelings and any fears we have.  Because if someone takes the step, and for many it is 
a huge and difficult step, to walk through our doors on a Sunday morning, we should be throwing them a party. 
It’s a big deal.  And it might be the only chance they give us, or give church in general.  We don’t want to 
overwhelm them, but we, all of us, should be going out of our way to meet these folks.  I do my best and I know 
my staff does, too, but we don’t always get to everyone.  The truth is, people expected to be greeted by the 
pastor—but if YOU go to them, introduce yourself and tell them you’re glad to see them, I imagine that matters 
even more because that’s not your job in the way they might think it’s mine.  And if they come back a second 
week and you remember their name--how wonderful.  I guarantee everyone reading this can think of a time 
when something like that meant the world to you.  
 
When Paul was writing to the Ephesians about God bringing the Gentiles to Him in community with Israel, he 
said this: 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NLT) 

19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy 
people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in 
him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this 
dwelling where God lives by his Spirit. 

This was a beautiful picture of the Gentiles being welcomed into the family of God.  It was important for them to 
know that they were no longer strangers and foreigners.  When people are willing to walk through our doors for 
the first time, we need to make sure we do everything in our power to make sure they aren’t here very long 
before they no longer feel like strangers.  

So pay close attention this Sunday.  If you see someone you don’t know, go and talk to them.  Even if you’re 
not sure if they’re new.  Even if you feel like you should already know their name and you don’t.  Even if you 
have to sacrifice a personal conversation with a friend to go to this person.  Make sure they feel at home 
amongst our church family.  We may only get one chance to convince them to come back a second time.  We 



may only get one chance to show them the love of Jesus and share the gospel with them.  We better make it 
count! 
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