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I’ll admit it.  I’m a bit of a control freak.  I like to know what’s going on.. In fact, I prefer to be in charge.  I know
that’s not always healthy though, so I’m trying to do better.  Last week I took a few days off for a staycation.  It’s
something I’ve tried to do the last couple of years, and the goal is two-fold.  First of all, a full disconnection from
ministry stuff is healthy for me for a few days because I tend to be in ministry-mode any day and any hour.
Sometimes that’s a choice I make, sometimes it’s simply the circumstances of life in ministry.  Either way, I’m
not always good at healthy disconnection.  And secondly, as you all know well, there are always projects that
need down around our homes and yards that get put off until we have “enough time.”  By the way, it rarely
seems like “enough time” happens unless we’re intentional about it.  And so I took a few days off, removed
some stumps, planted some grass, made multiple runs to the landfill, and knocked a number of things off the
long-term to-do list.  And when I came back, the church building was still standing, our staff and elders had
taken care of everything that I normally would have handled, and I was reminded once again of the
unnecessary nature of my control issues.

I think for many of us, control is one of the areas where we struggle in our relationship with God. We say God
is in control.  We might even think we believe it. But most of us have moments and seasons where we seize
back control, usually to our own detriment.  I have to remind myself of this verse on a regular basis:

Proverbs 16:9 (NLT)
9 We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.

I love that verse.  I need that verse and that reminder. I believe that it’s true.  But I don’t just believe it’s true
because I find it in the Bible. I believe it’s true because God has proven over and over again in my life that His
plan is superior to mine and does not fail the way my plans have failed countless times.  We can make plans,
but they won’t always work out.  God determines our steps, and those steps can be trusted through and
through.  Why do I so desire control when the best thing I can do is give control to God?  It takes daily
intentionality, but I’m working on it.  Who’s with me?
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