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Sometimes the most encouraging thing a person can say to you is that they’re struggling, too.  So, here I 
am (Stacy), waving my arms like a crazy person to tell you that I’m struggling, too.  Some days are worse 
than others.  Some days are actually good. AND THAT’S OKAY.  We’ve tried to institute some things in 
our home to help us stay focused on good, positive things.  Some days it helps, but some days it’s more 
like a ritual that I’m forcing upon all of us.  
 
Today, for example, we are starting our new learning with Frederick County schools.  I would love to say 
that it’s great.  The kids are sitting on their computers with halos above their heads.  I’m basically the 
Mary Poppins of homeschool moms.  As you can imagine, though, none of that is true. We’re 
experiencing a learning curve with all of this school stuff…and basically everything else going on in life 
right now.  
 
Every day, something is changing.  There are new restrictions, recommendations and policies so often 
that it’s hard to even keep track.  For me, the constant unknown is the worst part.  I have no control 
over most things these days and most of you know that my control freak tendencies are some of my 
biggest character flaws.  I love routine and I generally require a little quiet in the day to be able to hear 
myself think.  In many, many ways, this quarantine time has me feeling busier than ever.  And this is 
where my weakness comes out in full force.  
 
But here’s what I’m clinging to— 
 
Times are crazy, but God is constant.  
 
In 2 Corinthians 12:9, I am reminded that His power works best in my weakness.  When we know we are 
at the end of our rope, can’t go on, can’t possibly deal with another question from a child or another 
change from the government.  When we can’t breathe from our anxiety over getting sick, spreading 
illness, losing our jobs, not having money to put food on the table or whatever your fears are, every little 
thing that we can accomplish is a result of HIS power.  When we can look back and see everything He got 
us through (sometimes minute-by-minute), we can see exactly what God can accomplish through us 
when we hand over the reins of control.  
 
I was headed out to get groceries two weeks ago, and while I was very much looking forward to a break 
from the kids, I was not excited about the chaos of grocery stores right now.  As a person who struggles 
with anxiety, the grocery store has often been a trigger for me for whatever reason.  As I pulled out of 
the driveway, not sure if I would make it through the trip without a break down, I glanced up at my 
neighbor’s house and decided to call and check in on them.  The conversation would be a welcome 
distraction from the thoughts in my own head and I could see if they needed anything from the store.  
 
As I talked to her, she acted so grateful that I would call and check on them when I have so many of my 
own things to take care of.  She said, “That you would call and check on us when you have so much 
going on right now just shows me again that you guys really are the epitome of true Christians.”  And I 
was incredibly grateful for a small opportunity to talk to her about Jesus when I had really called 
because I was feeling out-of-control. Because in my weakness I called her to distract myself, God was 
able to use it as an opportunity for His glory.  His power works best in our weakness.  I love our 



neighbors dearly and pray often that God would use us to bring them to Him.  He may just choose to do 
that through my weakness.  
 
 
The moral of the story:  be strong when you need to be and rely on God, BUT don’t underestimate how 
God can use your weakness for His glory.  Don’t forget to give him all the praise when He does.  And He 
ALWAYS does.  If you’re struggling, you’re not alone.  If you’re feeling weak, maybe that’s a good thing. 
When we’re forced to draw upon His strength and not our own, we become more like who He’s called 
us to be than who we could ever be on our own.  That’s a very good thing.  
 
Love you guys!! 
 


