
Wednesday Encouragement
6/2/21

Hey New Life family!

Four weeks ago, Kraig preached a sermon called “Wait or Move,” talking about Ananias and his obedience to
go to Saul when he was called, and then Saul/Paul’s following of the Spirit on his journeys. If you haven’t heard
it, it was Sunday, May 9th. Go listen.

He talked about our desire for God to tell us what He wants us to do in life, along with assurance of every step
along the way—which isn’t really faith. If we wait until we’ve got the whole path laid before us, we’ve wasted a
lot of time.

I couldn’t help but think back to that sermon as we learned about God turning seas into highways this past
Sunday. In my mind, the Israelites could always see from one side of the Red Sea to the other. Like the path
was clear and obvious before them. Yes, it took faith to step between those walls of water, but they could see
the clear path to the other side. However, the Red Sea wasn’t a little pond or small lake. At its widest, it’s over
220 miles wide. They estimate that where the Israelites crossed, it would have taken 4-6 hours to walk the
distance they needed to go.

What does that mean? It means they could see the direct step in front of them, but had no assurance that it
was clear all the way through to the other end. Moving in faith was the only option that might keep them safe.
But it also might lead them to water boxing them in, or even crashing over them. So, wait or move? They
couldn’t wait. They had to move.

My biggest steps of faith that I’ve been asked to do have had potential negative outcomes, but nothing like
being buried beneath a sea. How about you? Even as a pessimist, I’ve never imagined a scenario so
potentially dangerous!

We like plans. We like steps that tell us what’s next. We have a plan for our lives. Retirement plans. Five year
plans. Ten year plans. Even birth plans (yep, that’s a thing). Proverbs 16:9 says, “We make our plans, but the
Lord determines our steps.”

I find comfort in that, because even my best plans sometimes don’t go as I expected. But God knows that. He
knows what’s next. He knows what’s coming and He will be Emmanuel—God with us—in every step.

If you have a step you know you’ve been called to take, are you going to wait or move? If God has called you
to it, move!

Psalm 139:5 is a favorite for me:

“You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.”
Psalms 139:5 NIV

Other translations say “you go before me and follow me” or “you encircle me,” and your hand is upon me.

Again, He is Emmanuel—God with us. Before me, seeing what’s ahead. Behind me, catching me when I make
a mistake. All around me, protecting me from the schemes of the Enemy. His hand is ON me. What a comfort!



Whatever Red Sea you seem to be facing, move. God knows what’s next and He is with you, fighting for you
and holding you up with His mighty right hand.

As Kraig said on the 16th, “I have been called, so I will go.” Go, friends, go!

Stacy Bishop


