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Summer is almost here and I’m pretty excited about it. Unlike last summer,
camp, trips, and teen conferences are all happening. It feels normal again.
However, it seems like every summer I have this list of goals, projects, and
honey-dos that I would like to accomplish, but summer seems to fly by
before I can finish them. It happens. We start out with the best of intentions,
but somewhere along the way we get sidetracked and we waste
opportunities that have been given to us. Israel was like this. They were the
chosen people of God. They had been given the covenant blessings. All
that God asked was that they follow Him with their whole hearts. And yet
somewhere along the way, they turned from Him and started doing their
own thing. They wasted opportunities for God’s blessing and, in turn,
received His wrath. We are going to look at one of these times from the
book of Micah.

Micah is the author of the minor prophet book by the same name. Little is
actually known about his biographical information. He was from a town 25
miles southwest of Jerusalem.

Let’s look at Micah 6:1:

Listen to what the Lord says: “Stand up, plead my case before the
mountains; let the hills hear what you have to say. 2 “Hear, you mountains,
the Lord’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. For
the Lord has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against
Israel.

God’s people have turned their back on their God. He had been patient
with them for much longer than they deserved. They had been called to
follow God and dedicate their lives to living for Him.

And as history tells us, they didn’t dedicate their lives and they broke the
covenant. Israel was invaded and scattered. But before all of that, Micah
warned/told them what God wanted them to do.

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
(Micah 6:8)



Now I’ve probably shared this before, but this is my life verse. I’ve always
figured that if I mirrored my actions to this verse then I would know that I
was living a life that honored God.

And I ask myself, “Am I acting Justly?” Am I treating everyone the way God
treats us?

Is my life and are my choices promoting God’s mercy? Do I show
compassion to others?

And finally, humility is the opposite of pride.

The idea of humility being conveyed here is one of modesty in our
relationship with God. It’s an attitude without arrogance. In fact, the Hebrew
word for humility used here is only used once in the Old Testament, and it
means to be modest. We know that we are totally dependent on God, and
without Him, we can’t do anything. However, when we rely on Him, He can
lift us up and take us to places and guide us to do things that we could
never imagine! Matthew 23:12 tells us this concept: “For those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.”

Of all three of the actions I’ve mentioned, this (humility) is the most
important as the other two (mercy and justice) will flow from this one.
James Luther Mays says in his commentary of Micah, “Doing justice is a
way of showing mercy, which in turn is a manifestation of walking humbly
with God.”

In my opinion, no matter what life throws at you, we always know what God
wants us to do. Hopefully, you agree.

God Bless.

Anthony




