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Here we go again!  How many of you have found yourselves in a ridiculous gas station line in the last
twenty-four hours?  How many of you were only there because you legitimately needed gas urgently?  I’m
thankful that my commute doesn’t use any gas, but I’ll also admit that both of our vehicles are below a quarter
tank.  That being said, I’m content to wait this out.

And I start with this because today I want to talk for a moment about urgency.  Simply defined, something done
with urgency is done out of the need for immediate action or attention.  But let me ask you this question: do the
things that you do with urgency always require that immediate action or attention?  I would suggest that a
significant percentage of people who went to gas stations with urgency yesterday did not actually urgently
need gas.  They were moved to urgency by circumstances, the news, or some twisted form of mob-mentality.

We tend to be very reactionary when it comes to the things we do with urgency.  Yet, one thing many of us do
not see as urgent should be.  Paul talks about this in Romans.

Romans 13:8-14 (NLT)
8 Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love your neighbor, you will
fulfill the requirements of God’s law. 9 For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must
not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other such commandments—are summed
up in this one commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to others, so love
fulfills the requirements of God’s law.

11 This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our salvation is
nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So
remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living. 13 Because we belong
to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and
drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, clothe
yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil
desires.

So what is Paul talking about?  Well in the first 3 verses, Paul highlights the importance of love as the one debt
we owe to one another that can never fully be satisfied. We have an ongoing command to love one
another--there is no point of “loved enough.”  On top of that, all of the commandments can be ultimately
summed up in loving your neighbor as yourself.  When we see it that way, one very particular question then
comes up:  have we loved urgently?  Have we taken immediate action and given immediate attention to the
relationships in our lives where we have not loved our neighbor nearly enough?  But then again, if there’s no
such thing as “loved enough,” maybe we need to be loving one another with ongoing urgency.

Let’s say all of the gas stations within a convenient distance of your house run out of gas today. You need gas,
but you don’t have enough to go beyond those stations to find it.  And let’s say you get a tip that one of those
stations will get a delivery of gas at 4:00 p.m. How soon are you heading to that station?  The greatest show of
urgency in that situation would be to leave the moment you heard, to get in line early, to do absolutely
everything you can to make sure you’re one of the lucky people to fill up your tank.

Now stick with me here: there are people in your life who are lost, hurting, broken, lonely, and more. And they
need to be shown love.  The love of God.  The love that fulfills the requirements of God’s law.  For most of us,



our normal functionality is a lot like we normally treat gas.  We stop when it’s convenient. Fill-up when it’s not
too busy.  And a lot of us love when it’s convenient, and we’re intentional about it when we’re not too busy.

But maybe starting today we can live like there is a shortage of love, Godly love, love for one another and for
the lost and hurting among us.  And in response, maybe starting today, we can love with urgency.  Because our
salvation really is nearer now than when we first believed.  Every day is one step closer to Jesus’ return.  And
that love we show, that love we share, that love we give, could make an eternal difference in someone’s life.
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