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My dad got an “out-of-the-blue” phone call one day from a gentleman who was doing research on his own
genealogy and was apparently distantly related to my family.  My dad was able to fill in some gaps in the family
tree, because he was part of a different branch of it.  But even with those gaps, it was clear this man had put in
a significant amount of time, effort, and research, trying to trace his family tree.  When you start considering
your own ancestry, you can very quickly fall down a deep rabbit-hole.  With the internet, the ability to find that
kind of information has gotten moderately easier. And there’s something deeply satisfying about learning parts
of your family history that you didn’t previously know.

That’s one of the reasons that I love studying the book of Acts.  We meet together weekly for worship and
study, and we can trace the roots of that gathering back to the early church as described in Acts.  I’ll be the first
to admit that we’re no carbon copy of the early church, but everything that we do as a church finds it’s general
basis in that early church.  That’s true for our mission to reach the lost.  That’s true for our worship. That’s true
for our observance of the Lord’s Supper, or communion. That’s true of our giving.  And it’s true of our study of
the Word of God.  Consider this description of the early believers:

Acts 2:42-47 (NLT)
42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals
(including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders.
44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property
and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each
day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the
while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship
those who were being saved.

They were spreading the good news of Jesus and growing the family daily.  Living out their belief, following
Jesus, being a part of the family of God, seems to have been a daily priority—the foundation for who they were
as individuals and as a family.  And that makes me reflect on us today.  Is following Jesus a daily pursuit or a
Sunday accomplishment?  It’s an important question only you can answer for yourself and only I can answer
for myself, but it needs to be answered honestly.

We’re going to begin a message series this Sunday where we’ll study the book of Acts.  My challenge to you is
to begin reading that book today.  As you read, be honest with yourself about the differences and the
similarities you see between yourself and the early Christians.  Let God challenge you through His Word.
These stories can and will teach us a lot about what it really means to follow Jesus, if we’re open to learning.

I can’t wait to share with you this Sunday!

In Christ,

Kraig


