
 
 
 
Week 4: FAITH AND WORKS  
 
Understanding the inseparable connection between faith and works is essential to 
assure that one’s faith is genuine and dynamic, not a dead faith or a deceived faith. 
Every believer must know that a man cannot be saved by works, but that a faith that 
does not produce life-change is counterfeit, impotent, and powerless to save.  
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1. Read James 2:14-26.  What stands out to you from this passage? What questions 

come to mind? What stood out to you from Sunday’s message?  
 

2. What are the motivations for believing that faith without life-change is still valid faith? 
How do we protect ourselves from the dangers of that deception?  

 
3. Read 2 Corinthians 13:5.  How can we “test ourselves” to see if we are “in the 

faith”? What role can others play in that testing or examination? Would it be better if 
we chose the people to help us in the testing process, or if circumstances dictate 
that?  

 
4. The motivation for our obedience is just as important as our obedience. Rather than 

rush out to “do good works” in order to prove we have faith, we should run to Jesus 
and ask him to change our hearts. Why do you think we are so prone to do the first 
thing?  
 

5. If no love for Jesus demonstrates a deceived faith, how can we learn to love him 
more, thereby demonstrating a dynamic faith? What are some personal disciplines 
that can help with that process?  

 
NEXT STEPS  
Dynamic faith “steps out”. Ask God to reveal areas of your life in which you have been 
hesitant to “step out” in faith. Consider areas such as personal worship, giving, forgiving 
others, and sharing your faith. Look for answers in the Word, and listen for the still, 
small voice of the Holy Spirit. Write down what he shows you, and develop a plan to 
more aggressively “stepout” (demonstrate faith) in those areas.  
 
PRAYER FOCUS  
Enlist members of the group to lead the group in praying for a greater willingness to 
“step out”, “speak out” and “work out” their faith on a daily basis.  
 


