
 
 
 
 
Week 3: FAVORITISM 
 
As Christians, we are called to live a life without favoritism – and ultimately, a life 
without judgment. Each of has found ourselves experiencing words or actions that were 
hurtful, and immediately assuming we know why that person did or said what they did. 
All too often, we judge without knowing the motivations, or the whole story. The result is 
PAIN...not only for the one we judge, but mostly for ourselves. The cure for judgment is 
relationship. When we learn to value, accept, forgive, and get close to people, we pave 
the way for healing to begin.  

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What are some of you favorites? favorite food, favorite color, favorite car, etc.  
 

2. Read James 2:1-9. Why does the Bible indicate that there is a problem with 
having “favorite” people? How can having “favorites” get in the way of doing the 
will of God?  
 

3.  Why do we find it difficult at times to accept some people? What perspective 
changes did you hear in this message that can help with that challenge?  

 
4. Why do we tend to isolate ourselves when others judge us? How can 

relationships be the cure or the antidote for isolation? What part can LifeGroups 
play in that equation?  

 
5. Why is forgiveness so hard? How does understanding that forgiveness is not 

automatic restoration of trust, nor does it mean that the offense was “okay”, 
impact our ability to forgive?  

 
NEXT STEPS  
Look for ways to “value” the people in your life, especially those who have hurt you. 
Choose to see their value through God’s eyes and treat them accordingly. What have 
you done for your garbage man lately? Look for simple ways to appreciate and value 
those in your world whom you might otherwise ignore or take for granted.  
 
PRAYER FOCUS  
Pray for one another to have God’s strength to not only forgive those who have hurt you 
but to also become a “peacemaker” in that relationship. Encourage you group members 
to share challenges they are facing with the group members and to enlist them to 
provide accountability in the process of healing and restoration in those relationships.  


