
 
 
 
 
Week 2: LISTENING & DOING 
 
A primary emphasis in the book of James is the daily expression of one’s faith in action. 
Evidently, James was dealing with some who tried to separate being a Christian from 
demonstrating one’s faith in everyday life. In James 1:19-27, James stressed the vital 
connection between hearing the Word of God and living it. God’s people not only hear 
God’s Word but must also obey God’s Word. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What reveals more about a person: actions or words? Why do you say so?  

When have you seen someone’s actions match up with their words, even when 
doing so was difficult?  

 
2. Read James 1:19-21. How are James’s three commands in verse 19 related to 

one another? What is the root issue James warned his readers against with 
these commands?  

 
3. Read James 1:22-27. Why do we often “hear” and not “do” when it comes to 

Scripture? What does this say about our faith?  
 
4. In what area of your life could you do a better job applying God’s Word rather than 

just listening to it? What do we risk happening when we are hearers only? 
  
5. Why do you think James singled out caring for orphans and widows as an example 

of faith in action?  
 

6. Why is meeting the physical needs of the hurting and helpless so important for 
the Christ follower? How is it that by serving people, we love them and show 
them Jesus?  

 
LIFE CHALLENGE  
In what area of your life could you do a better job at applying God’s Word rather than 
merely listening to it? What help do you need from God in this area?  What do you 
spend more time on—your spiritual growth or active ministry? What needs to change for 
you to have more balance between the two?  
 
PRAYER FOCUS 
Spend time praying together, seeking the Lord’s help to become people committed to 
living in obedient response to God’s Word.  
 


