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INTRODUCTION 
You can tell a lot about a person by the kind of shoes they wear. A common phrase you hear often 
is: If we were in their shoes then we might see things differently. It really is true. Our capacity to love 
others like Jesus expands when we slip on their shoes and take a look at the world from their 
perspective.  This week we take a look at the life of John the Baptist.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Tell about a time when someone you knew was doing much better than you in their career, 
their marriage, their finances, etc. How did that make you feel?  

 
2. Read John 3:22-30. What emotions do you sense are coming from the followers of John? 

Why do you think they feel that way? 
 
3. What do these verses tell us about how John the Baptist understood his role in light of God’s 

plan? What words or phrases lead you to your conclusions? 
 

4. Have you ever wanted what God has given to someone else? What was the result? What are 
some ways that you can stay focused on what God has given to you? 

 
5. Discuss the role of a best man at a wedding. Why did John call himself the friend of the 

bridegroom? 
 

MOVING FORWARD 
John the Baptist makes a powerful statement about his position in relationship to Jesus. Who must 
increase and who must decrease? Whose kingdom are you currently building? Your own kingdom or 
God’s kingdom? Think of one way that you can decrease and allow Jesus to increase in your life this 
week. Make a commitment to build Jesus’ kingdom, not your own, as you live this week.  
 
CHANGING YOUR MIND 
More of Jesus, less of me, until it is Christ alone. The way to be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be 
empty of yourself and point to Jesus. 
 


