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Dear Missional Member, 
  
We thank God for all that He’s been doing here at StoneBridge Church.  And we thank you for 
being a part of our continued pursuit to “Help people take their next steps toward Jesus Christ.”   
  
As we prepare for 2023, please review the following annual budget and candidates for 
Leadership Council. Voting is available for online voting at: www.stonebridgechurch.org/vote 
In-person voting will also be available following service, Sunday December 18th. 
  
In order to be eligible to vote, you must have signed a Missional Membership Covenant.  If you 
have not had the opportunity to sign one, please visit: www.stonebridgechurch.org/membership.  
You may also direct questions to Lead Pastor Michael Wise, mwise@stonebridgechurch.org. 
  
 
Let us look to 2023 with prayerful anticipation of the opportunities God has given us. 
  
  
 
  
Your humble servants in Christ, 
 
Michael Wise, Lead Pastor 
 
Leadership Council 
Greg  Baum 
Simon Chan 
Robin Schumacker 
Rosie Crow 
Norma Walters 
Tara Smith 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 2 

Annual Financial Report 

 

December 11, 2022 

 

Dear Missional Member: 
 
At the end of each year, this financial report is prepared and sent to you, along with the proposed 
budget for the following year.  It is to inform you of the financial status of the church, as well as 
update you on projects that are in process. 
 
Every year as we prepare the financial report, budget and the voting packet, there is always some 
level of uncertainty about the future.  It seems since the pandemic, this level of uncertainty has 
become stronger as the world recovers, both physically and economically.  StoneBridge Church 
has not been immune to the impact of the pandemic.  But God continues to be faithful through all 
of you. 
 
Examples of this faithfulness include the church paying off the balance owed on the equity line 
of credit for the roof repairs.  Also, the many volunteers and donations received for the 
backpacks and Thanksgiving meals.  Almost 1,000 backpacks filled with school supplies were 
distributed in August to those children in need in the Findlay area.  In November, 2,165 meals 
were served on Thanksgiving Day to the Findlay community. Another example of God’s 
faithfulness is the support for the replacement of several furnaces at the church.  The need was 
presented and you allowed God to work through you to provide the needed funds for these 
repairs. 
 
Through November, the 2022 giving has been $230,437.  This is approximately $58,000 below 
what was budgeted for this time period.  The expenses through November have been $239,158 
which is approximately $49,000 below what was budgeted for this time period.  Therefore, the 
giving through November has been approximately $9,000 less than the expenses, resulting in a 
draw down of the bank accounts. Earlier this year, Pastor Michael communicated to the 
congregation that we had several months of shortage situations and had to pull from the savings 
accounts. After that communication, the church experienced strong giving and had a few months 
where the giving was more than the expenses.  While StoneBridge has very strong faithful 
givers, we have continued to see months of negative financials.   
 
The bank account balance at the end of November was $33,563.   
 
StoneBridge continues to pay down the mortgage owed for the building and property. At the end 
of November, the mortgage balance was $179,978.04.  The church has listed for sale 1.72 acres 
of property located at the far east side of the church near Greystone Drive.  This property is not 
being used and there has never been any plans to use it.  It is part of the total 11.5 acres owned 
by StoneBridge and it is zoned “industrial/commercial.”  Last year, the missional members voted 
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to proceed with this potential sale.  If the plot does sell, the proceeds from the sale will need to 
be used to pay the mortgage since this is part of the collateral for the loan.  
 
For 2023, the budget is being reduced by 15 percent to $250,000.  This is $50,000 less than what 
was budgeted in 2022.  The 2022 budget included funds for another staff member.  However, 
given the financial situation, these budgeted funds have been removed for 2023.  With the 
closing of the Galilean Ministry, the funds given to missions have been reduced also.   
 
Another area that we are sure you have noticed is the decrease in attendance.  StoneBridge is not 
the only church facing this problem.  The effects of the pandemic continue to have a big impact 
to us.  The decrease in attendance has created a problem with the number of volunteers willing to 
serve on Sunday mornings and in the finances.  The Staff has done a great job to adjust their 
programs to this new environment.  But your prayers are needed in this area.   
 
As a result of the above issues, the Leadership Council has been discussing what the future of 
StoneBridge Church looks like.  There are especially concerns about the finances and ministry 
volunteers.  Based on these discussions, there are four scenarios that are being considered: 
 

1.  Continue to operate at the current location with the missional members giving more of 
their finances and time, as well as inviting others to attend.  If we have to continue 
drawing down the bank accounts to pay expenses, we will eventually run out of money to 
continue.  In addition, there are several repairs that need to be made to the building.  
Inviting others to attend, giving more financially and volunteering more could help the 
church to continue to fulfill the church’s mission. 

2. Sell the church building and property and relocate the church to another smaller location.  
This may help reduce the expenses of maintaining the building and property but continue 
to fulfill the church’s mission. 

3. Merge with another church at our current location and become a new church.  This could 
help fulfill the church’s mission, get the needed repairs completed and eliminate the 
financial and volunteer concerns. 

4. Close StoneBridge Church.   
 

StoneBridge is very fortunate to have a nice building and property.  As a result, other churches in 
the area over the past few years have approached StoneBridge to gauge interest in the possibility 
of buying the building and property.  More recently, one church has been more serious about 
buying the building and property and/or merging with StoneBridge.  What does that mean for our 
future?  Right now, the Leadership Council is just talking to the other church and exploring what 
all that means in order to be good stewards of what God has given us.  Again, at this time it is 
just talking and definitely no decisions have been made.   
 
As StoneBridge continues to navigate the effects of this world pandemic, your faithfulness in 
giving and serving is appreciated so much.  Thank you!  From experience, we know that patience 
in all areas is needed.  The Staff and Leadership Council continue to make decisions to help 
people take their next steps toward Christ.  Please continue to pray for God’s church and allow 
yourself to be used by Him and to work through you this year.  What an awesome God we serve! 
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We wish you and your family a very happy and safe holiday season! 
 
Serving God Together, 
 
StoneBridge Leadership Council 
 
Pastor Michael Wise 
Simon Chan 
Rosie Crow 
Robin Schumacker 
Norma Walters 
Tara Smith 
Greg Baum 
 
 
“Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity 
for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 
So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, 
needing nothing.” James 1:2-4  NLT  
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2023 Budget Proposal 
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Candidates for Leadership Council Ratification 

 

Returning members: 
 

 

GREG BAUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROB MANLEY 

 

 

 


