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Dear Missional Member, 
  
We thank God for all that He’s been doing here at StoneBridge Church.  And we thank you for 
being a part of our continued pursuit to “Help people take their next steps toward Jesus 
Christ.”  The trials of 2020 have not diminished our dedication to this mission, and we are 
looking forward to what God will do through us in the upcoming year! 
  
As we prepare for 2021, please review the following annual budget and candidates for 
Leadership Council.  To prepare for the upcoming vote we will be having a townhall meeting 
Thursday, December 17th at 6:30pm, to review the voting material and answer any questions 
about the budget or ballot. This meeting will be open to all church members and will also be 
streamed live for those unable to attend.   
 
To receive access to the Live Stream or to submit questions for the townhall meeting, 
please email: info@stonebridgechurch.org or contact the church office prior to December 
15th.  Voting will be done virtually through an invitation-only website beginning December 18th.  
An email reminder will be sent to all members with log-in instructions. 
 
In order to be eligible to vote, you must have signed a Missional Membership Covenant.  If you 
have not had the opportunity to sign one, you may stop by the church office throughout the 
week. Or go to www.StoneBridgeChurch.org/membership.  You may also direct questions to 
Pastor Michael Wise, mwise@stonebridgechurch.org. 
  
 
Let us look to 2021 with prayerful anticipation of the opportunities God has given us. 
  
  
 
  
Your humble servants in Christ, 
 
Michael Wise, Lead Pastor 
 
Leadership Council 
Rob Manley 
Simon Chan 
Janet Gerken 
Greg Baum 
Amy Noel 
Richard Patterson 
Ron Riker 
Robin Schumacker 
Marcene Wallace 
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Annual Financial Report 
 

 
Dear Missional Member, 
 
It is hard to believe that the end of the year is coming so soon.  We know 2020 has been a challenging 
year for many of you.  So to update you on the financial status of the church, it was necessary to go back 
to where we were this time in 2019 and tell you of God’s faithfulness. 
 
As we prepared the financial report, budget, and the voting packet for 2020, the church was facing a 
challenge of how to fund the repairs that were needed for the roof.  These repairs were estimated at 
$40,000-$50,000.  Fundraisers were being planned.  But the reality was the church was going to have to 
take on additional debt to pay for it.  This approach was not what we wanted to do.  But it is what had to 
be done to pay the contractor.  Then we would have to figure out a way to pay off the debt with 
finances that were already stretched to the limit. 
 
Then we started hearing in the news about a deadly virus in China that was spreading.  Like most of the 
world, we thought, “This is in China.  It won’t affect us in Findlay, Ohio”……….until it did.  Then our lives 
changed drastically.  We could not do the things that we had taken for granted, like visiting our family, 
going to school, work, a restaurant or church. 
 
With the church’s finances already stretched and facing a major expense for the roof repair, now we 
were not going to be able to hold worship services.  This meant there would be no collection of tithes 
and offerings.  So many of us on the Leadership Council did what God tells us numerous times in the 
Bible to not do…..we became afraid.  How is StoneBridge Church going to survive this financially? 
 
The answer to this is in Isaiah 41:10: 
 
 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (NIV) 
 
And that is what He did!  God provided the resources to be able to broadcast worship services on 
Facebook.  The Ministry Team allowed God to use them for nightly prayer on Facebook.  God worked 
through you as you continued to give your tithes and offerings despite not being able to attend a live 
worship service.  Many of you began using online giving for the first time.  Also, you continued to give to 
the roof repairs.  In addition, God provided the means for StoneBridge to secure a loan for $33,700 
through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) that is anticipated to become a grant and will not need 
to be paid back. 
 
Because of all of this, the church ended the month of June with over $100,000 in the bank.  This is the 
largest balance since 2014.  As a result of God’s faithfulness, the final payment to the contractor for the 
roof repairs (over $18,000) was paid from these funds and no additional debt was required beyond what 
was needed after the first payment to the contractor.  Praise God!  He is so faithful! 
 
Through September, the 2020 giving has been $253,690 (not including the PPP funds).  This is 
approximately $10,000 above what was budgeted for this time period.  The expenses have been equal 
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to what was budgeted through September (even with the roof payment of over $18,000).  Therefore, 
the giving is approximately $10,000 more than what has been paid for expenses.    The bank account 
balance at the end of September was $76,056, which does include the PPP funds.   
 
As previously mentioned, StoneBridge did have to take on additional debt for the first payment to the 
contractor for the roof repairs.  With that additional debt and the mortgage for the church, the 
outstanding balance of the loans at the end of September was $222,805.02.   
 
As you can see, the 2021 total budgeted amount is remaining the same as what was set for 2020.  This 
total amount is $325,000 for the year.  Some of the various expense categories have been adjusted 
within this budget.  But the overall amount that is being proposed is not changing from what was 
ratified by the Missional Members last fall.   
 
Another item that the Leadership Council is adding to the 2021 ballot that needs your approval is the 
possibility of selling 1.72 acres of the church property.  The lot where the church building is consists of 
over 11.5 acres of land that is zoned “industrial/commercial.”  As can be seen, there is a plot near 
Greystone Drive (the furthest area to the east of the building) that is not being used.  A realtor has been 
consulted and has indicated that the 1.72 acres is valued over $150,000. 
 
By putting this on the ballot for your approval, it does not mean that the sale of this plot will occur.  
The by-laws for the church require that the sale of the land must be approved by the congregation 
Missional Members.  Therefore, in the event that the Leadership Council would choose to pursue this 
land sale in the future to reduce the debt and/or have additional funds for much needed repairs, the 
approval would already have been provided by the Missional Members.  Again, a vote of “yes” on this 
issue does not mean that the sale will happen next week or even ever.  It just provides the Leadership 
Council the option if they feel this is necessary in the future.  There is still quite a bit of research on this 
topic that the Leadership Council needs to do before a decision to sell could be made.   
 
As the church continues to determine how to navigate this pandemic and serve God and our 
community, please continue to pray for StoneBridge and the Ministry Team.  We all want to get back to 
what we were used to prior to COVID-19.  But there will likely be many things that will change as a result 
of it.  Your patience and prayers are needed as the Ministry Team and Leadership Council make 
decisions that will keep everyone safe, while helping people take their next steps toward Christ.  Thank 
you for allowing God to work through you and in you this year.  What an awesome God we serve! 
 
We wish you and your family a very happy and safe holiday season! 
 
Serving God Together, 
 
Stonebridge Church Leadership Council 
 
Pastor Michael Wise, Rob Manley, Simon Chan, Robin Schumacker, Marcene Wallace, Amie Noel, Janet 
Gerken, Richard Patterson, Ron Riker, Greg Baum 
 

Psalm 28:7 “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him and he helps me. 
My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.” (NIV) 
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2020 Budget Proposal 
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Candidates for Leadership Council Ratification 

 

Returning members: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Simon Chan 

Robin Schumacker 

Ron Riker 


