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NOVEMBER 21                        THE HEART OF SERVING 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Read John 13:3-17. Jesus shows His disciples in this passage how and why we should serve others. 
Through His act of washing the disciples’ feet, Jesus illustrates the difference between knowing and 
doing when it comes to serving others. He also teaches us that serving leads to a path of blessing. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How well are you aware of the needs of others in your life? Share some things that distract you 

from being aware of those needs. 
 

2. How are you currently serving others in small and insignificant ways? Describe your attitude 
about serving. What areas of service do you do well, and where do you need improvement? 

 
3. How have you seen your life blessed as a result of serving others? 
 
4. Describe a time when you got “messy” in order to make a difference in serving others. How did 

that experience impact your life? 
 
5. Read Matthew 20:24-28. Jesus teaches us in these verses the importance of serving with a heart 

of humility. One trait of a heart to serve is we must go low in order to bring others up. What does 
humility look like in your own life? 

 
6. What do you think God is asking you to do to develop a more humble heart? 
 
MOVING FORWARD 
Intentionally do something this week to serve others. You can do something on your own or with a 
group. Be creative and let God lead you to whom He wants you to serve. A great place to start is 
within the church.  
 
CHANGING YOUR MIND 
Pray and ask God to help you be more aware of the needs of others in your life. Ask God to help you 
see how He is preparing you and blessing you when you serve in secret. Seek God’s guidance through 
prayer to discover whom He wants you to serve.  Commit to God in prayer that you will step up and 
serve others in the ways that He is calling you to serve. Pray and ask God to help you develop a heart 
of humility when serving others. Thank God for those who have served you. Ask God to help instill a 
heart of service within you. 


