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Welcome
We are so glad you’re here! Our hope is that
at IF:Gathering 2019 you would be compelled
to continue to pursue Jesus relentlessly and
intentionally share Him with others.

Our

heart at IF:Gathering is to equip women with opportunities and tools to go and

make disciples who will make disciples. We’d like to tell you about some of these tools and
experiences so you can partner with us all year long:

if:equip
IF:Equip exists to encourage women to delve into the Scriptures with confidence in order to
lavishly love God, courageously love their neighbor, and spiritually flourish. Our online community at ifequip.com includes tens of thousands of women hungry for God’s word. Join us!

if:table
IF:Table is simple: six people, two hours, four questions. We provide you with conversation
questions and a recipe (which is optional) to use as you invite women around the table for a
conversation about God and one another; you make it your own. Check out IFTable.com for
this month’s questions and recipe and to sign up to get them delivered to your inbox on the
first of every month.

if:lead
IF:Lead is a 2-day event in the fall for women who are leading in their places and are stepping
out in all areas of their lives--in ministry, in their professions, and in their community. If you
want to discover your leadership potential or discover how to walk in Spirit-filled leadership
more effectively, this is for you. Check back in at ifgathering.com or on social @ifgathering
for IF:Lead 2019 dates.

discipleship collective
Our Discipleship Collective program puts practical discipleship tools in your hands. Sign up
to receive monthly teaching resources (one guide and one podcast), as well as activities and
challenges to use with those you’re discipling. We’re all leading in our places, but often get
stuck with how to make realistically make disciples. This community and these lessons are the
kickstart you need to do that. Visit discipleshipcollective.com for more info.
Thank you for being here with us!
Visit ifgathering.com to find out more about all of our opportunities and resources.
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Brand New

from

uncommon sense: a study of proverbs
(Launching February 25th)

Uncommon Sense is a 6-week study that helps readers to harness godly wisdom
from the book of Proverbs, not merely for head knowledge, but also for godly
living. At the end of every week there is a different assessment for you to use to
take stock of the health of your heart, soul, mind, strength, and love of neighbor.
Grab your copy in the Shoppe or order your copy at shoppe.ifgathering.com.
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IF:Table
While we adore getting together here at IF:Gathering,
we know so much growth happens in relationships that
take place within the context of homes and around
tables. That’s why we dreamed up the idea of IF:Table.

THE GOAL
HERE IS SIMPLE:

T WO H O U R S .
FOUR QUESTIONS.
S I X WO M E N .
While we adore getting together for IF:Gathering we based these numbers on Acts 2:46, which
says, “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts.”

IF:Table doesn’t have to be anything fancy or orchestrated. It could be a potluck or takeout
or breakfast food. What matters is that you pull up chairs to the table and ask questions that
reveal where you are in a real, authentic way. Our hope is that, as women come together at
the table, they are able to be known and get to know others and live out discipleship in an
environment that is safe and personal. Each IF:Table has a flavor of its own because every
woman brings her own uniqueness - which we love!

when you sign up at iftable.com:
The first of every month, you’ll receive in your inbox (for free):
A blog post that will kick off that month’s theme and topic
A download of 4 conversation cards
A recipe

Discipleship
Collective
You have influence in your places. Whether you are a mom,
a teacher, an accountant, or a small group leader, there are
others looking to you. So, how do we make disciples places God
has put us in?
We created Discipleship Collective to make discipleship simpler and more attainable in
your everyday life. By signing up, every month you will receive new resources including:
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Teaching Guide for your spiritual growth and knowledge in discipleship
Exclusive Podcast episode every month featuring guests who have lived
out discipleship in differents seasons of their lives
Activity and 1 Challenge to use with those you’re discipling

We are going to put practical tools in your hands to go and make disciples right where you are.

discipleshipcollective.com

Equippers
We’re so glad that you’ve joined us — and women
all over the globe — for this gathering.
At IF:Gathering 2019, women are coming together
across generations and denominations under the
name of Jesus. Amazing!

Jennie Allen
Jennie is a teacher and builder of tools that help
women get to the core of their need for God. She
shares her and her husband Zac’s story of surrender
in Anything and helps women untangle their purpose
in Restless. Jennie is the founder and visionary behind
@jenniesallen
@jennieallen

IF:Gathering, which she created out of God’s vision for
her life to disciple a generation. Through Jennie’s most
recent book, she reminds us that we can stop trying so
hard because we have Nothing to Prove. Jennie juggles
four catalytic children in Dallas, Texas.

Jefferson Bethke
Jefferson Bethke is the New York Times bestselling
author of Jesus > Religion and It’s Not What You
Think. He and his wife Alyssa host a weekly podcast
called The Real Life Podcast and make YouTube videos
that are watched by hundreds of thousands of viewers
@jeffersonbethke
@jeffersonbethke

each month. They also co-founded Family Teams,
an online initiative that helps families live out God’s
design by equipping and encouraging them to build
a multi-generational team on mission (in all of its
different expressions) that you can find at familyteams.
com. They live in Maui with their daughter, Kinsley;
son, Kannon; new baby girl, Lucy; and dog, Aslan.

Jill Briscoe
Jill is a Bible teacher, traveler, and UK native. She
was educated at Cambridge and taught school before
marrying her husband, Stuart, and raising their three
children. In addition to sharing with her husband in
ministry with Torchbearers and in pastoring a church
@jillbriscoe

in the United States for 30 years, Jill has written
numerous books, traveled every continent, served on
the boards of Christianity Today and World Relief, and
now acts as Executive Editor of a magazine for women
called Just Between Us. Jill can be heard regularly on
the worldwide media ministry called Telling the Truth,
and on-air and online media ministry focused on
helping people know Christ and experience full life. She
is proud to be called “Nana” by thirteen grandchildren.

Christine Caine
Christine Caine is an Australian born, Greek blooded,
lover of Jesus, activist, author and international
speaker. She and her husband, Nick, founded the
global anti-human trafficking organization, The A21
Campaign. They also founded Propel Women, an
@christinecaine

organization designed to activate women to fulfill their

@christinecaine

God-given passion, purpose, and potential. Christine is
the author of several books including her most recent:
Unexpected: Leave Fear Behind, Move Forward in
Faith, Embrace the Adventure.

Anita Carman
At the age of 17, following a childhood in Hong Kong filled
with emotional trauma and incredible challenges, Anita
Carman came to the United States to build a new life and
attend school. After graduating, Anita pursued a life of
corporate success. During this time she met her husband,
Bob Carman, and she first sensed that God had a different
plan for her life.
Anita followed God’s calling and attended Dallas Theological
Seminary. She then served at the College of Biblical Studies
for five years reaching the level of V.P. of Special Programs
and Special Assistant to the President.
In May of 2003, Anita founded Inspire Women, with a
crystal-clear mission to inspire women of all ethnicities,
denominations and economic levels to find and pursue their
God-given potential. With a special focus on mentorship and
funding, each year Inspire Women disciples over 800 leaders
and funds more than 100 scholarships and grants for a
singular purpose: to invest in women who change the world.

Lauren Chandler
Lauren is a deep soul and is most comfortable in cowboy
boots and out on a ranch with her husband Matt and
three kids. She effortlessly helps usher us into sacred
spaces and allows us to know God more through her
words and songs. Her debut book, Steadfast Love, was
@laurenchandler
@laurenchandler

released in January 2016 and focuses on remembering
and embracing God’s incredible, steadfast love for us,
even when life is hard.

Ruth Chou Simons
Ruth is an artist, author of GraceLaced, entrepreneur, and
speaker. She is most interested in how the gospel intersects
her daily life and longs to see beauty and truth together in any
creative medium. She’s an unlikely mom to six young boys
and wife to Troy, with whom she leads GraceLaced’s small
@gracelaced
@gracelaced

but mighty team. When not painting, writing, and casting
vision for GraceLaced.com, Ruth is usually busy eating chips
and salsa, sorting laundry, cooking for large crowds, not
finishing her sentences, and discovering off-beaten paths in
the wild with her guys. She is a devotee of pho, a recovering
perfectionist, a converted four-wheeling enthusiast, and a
believer in waiting upon her Redeemer through every season.
Ruth, Troy and their boys call the Western slope of Colorado,
near Durango, home and spend their time chasing sunsets as
much as possible.

Annie F. Downs
Annie F. Downs is a bestselling author, nationally known
speaker, and podcast host based in Nashville, Tennessee.
Flawed but funny, she uses her words to highlight the
everyday goodness of a real and present God. An author of
multiple bestselling books- including Remember God, 100
@anniefdowns
@anniefdowns

Days to Brave, and Looking For Lovely, Annie loves traveling
around the country speaking at conferences, churches,
and events. She also hosts the popular That Sounds Fun
Podcast. Annie is a huge fan of bands with banjos, confetti,
her community of friends, boiled peanuts, and soccer. Read
more at anniefdowns.com.

Debbie Eaton
Debbie is passionate about creating and cultivating moments
of connection with others. She loves her husband and son,
coffee with chocolate, football, sunshine, sunsets, fresh
flowers, walking, reading, writing, mentoring, leadership
and long conversation with new and old friends. She was
@debeaton7
@debbie_eaton

formerly the Director of Women’s Ministry at Saddleback
Church and currently leads community at Cornerstone
Fellowship in Northern CA.

Jada Edwards
Jada is a Bible teacher and discipler. She has committed
her life to equipping women of all ages, at all stages, with
practical, biblical truth to help them live authentic and
transparent lives. Jada has always had a passion for ministry
and sharing God’s Word and has also served in various
directional capacities within the local church as well as with
@jada_edwards
@jadaedwards1721

numerous non-profit organizations. Jada holds a MBA with an
emphasis in Organizational Strategy but her most significant
education has come from the study of God’s Word. The
unsearchable riches of the scriptures are her inspiration. In
addition to her ministry in the local church and her teaching
ministry, Jada works with Caribbean Choice for Christ, a
U.S. based nonprofit leadership organization, founded by
her and her husband, Conway. Their ministry focuses on
developing and equipping Christian leaders throughout the
United States and Jamaica. Jada currently serves as the
Creative Services Director and the Women’s Director for One
Community Church, where her husband Conway serves as
the Lead Pastor. Jada and Conway are parents to Joah and
Chloe, and live in Allen, Texas.

Chrystal Evans Hurst
Chrystal is an energetic, life-loving “girl-next-door”
who loves encouraging others to fulfill their potential
in Christ. With humor and vulnerability, Chrystal tells
it like it is but does so with grace, integrity, and love.
@chrystalhurst
@chrystalhurst

She is the best-selling author of She’s Still There and
Kingdom Woman. You can find Chrystal regularly
sharing encouragement via podcasts and blogs, where
she poignantly reflects on faith and speaks with frank
honesty and practical wisdom about experiences that
affect women every day. Chrystal firmly believes God’s
promise in Jeremiah 29:11, “I know the plans that I
have for you...” and she desires to help other women
believe and apply that truth to their lives. You can
find Chrystal sharing chronicles of the journey at
ChrystalEvansHurst.com.

Margaret Feinberg
Margaret Feinberg, www.margaretfeinberg.com, is a
popular speaker and host of the The Joycast podcast.
Her latest book and Bible study, Taste and See:
Discovering God Among Butchers, Bakers, and Fresh
Food Makers just released from Zondervan. She and
@mafeinberg
@mafeinberg

Leif, a campus pastor, live in Park City, Utah.

Layla de la Garza
Layla (Li-la) was born and raised in Monterrey, Mexico,
where she lives with her husband Diego, and their miracle
baby, Leonardo. She and her husband work full time in a
church they helped plant, called VidaIn Monterrey, where
she currently serves as the Creative Director, Students
@layladelagarza
@layladelagarza

Pastor, and Worship Leader. Layla is passionate about
creating churches that unchurched people love to attend in
Latin America. She believes in equipping the next generation
to develop a faith of their own by connecting students with
mentors that can guide them in a growing relationship with
Jesus. She loves to write, and she can’t live without a cup of
coffee, a good dessert, tacos, and salsa!

Esther Havens Mann
Esther

Havens

Mann

is

a

bridge-builder,

fostering

relationships across continents, cultures, perspectives and
an advocate for those in need. She has captured iconic
imagery for charity: water, IJM, TOMS, and dozens of other
organizations that impact our world for good. More than
@estherhavens
@estherhavens

a photographer, she is a storyteller — capturing not just a
person’s portrait but their true essence and what makes them
shine. No matter the story or country, Esther’s objective
is to always make sure each person she photographs feels
respected, empowered and cared for during the storytelling
process. She strives to see and capture people for who they
really are rather than what our eyes tell us about them. Her
hope is that all people will see themselves and each other the
way that God sees them.

Sarah Harmeyer
Sarah is a people-gatherer who believes community is
built around a table. She is the founder of Neighbor’s
Table, a concept born from her personal passion for
gathering people and her desire to get to know her own
neighbors. More than 3000 people have celebrated
@ _harmeyer

at the original Neighbor’s Table, a cedar farmhouse

@neighborstable

table built by Sarah’s dad that sits under a tree with
chandeliers in her backyard. Sarah loves to travel, asks
the best questions, and calls Dallas home.

Christa Hayden Sharpe
Christa Hayden Sharpe is the Vice President of
Southeast Asia and Eastern Europe Programs at
International Justice Mission, a global organization
that fights slavery around the world. She leads six IJM
field offices that combat violence against the poor.
Christa survives (no...thrives!) on caramel macchiatos
and date nights that revolve around Top Chef. She lives
in the Washington, DC area with her husband and twoyear old son.

Jessica Honegger
Jessica is Founder and co-CEO of Noonday Collection,
author of Imperfect Courage, brand-new podcaster,
and mom to three littles. She is passionate about
encouraging others to leave comfort, go scared, and
step into a life of impact. Today, you can find Jessica
@jessicahonegger

hanging out in beautiful Austin, Texas with husband

@jessicahonegger

Joe and their three kids, Amelie, Holden, and Jack. You
can also find her traveling the world to inspire others to
live lives of courage and impact.

Jamie Ivey
Jamie Ivey is a podcaster, writer, and speaker from
Austin, Texas. She and her husband Aaron are parents
to four kids, three of them being teenagers, so they are
also primarily uber drivers. Jamie loves to encourage
women to love Jesus with all of their heart, soul, and
@jamieivey

mind. She does this through her popular podcast, The

@jamie_ivey

Happy Hour with Jamie Ivey, and her bestselling book
If You Only Knew: My Unlikely, Unavoidable Story of
Becoming Free.

Bianca Juarez Olthoff
Bianca Juarez Olthoff is a bible-teaching, wordslanging MexiRican who is passionate about raising up
a generation of people passionate about Jesus Christ.
As a author and speaker, she knows the power of words
and wields them wisely. As a church planter and leader,
@biancaolthoff
@biancaolthoff

she is committed to proclaiming the gospel domestically
and internationally. For more information, follow along
on social media or visit www.BiancaOlthoff.com.

Jessica Kim
Jessica Kim is the co-founder/CEO of ianacare on a mission to
equip, educate, and empower family caregivers to navigate longterm care for loved ones. Her drive to create solutions for the
millions of people navigating this complex journey comes from
her own experience of caring for her mom who had a seven-year
battle with pancreatic cancer. At the age of 19, she started Jessica’s
Wonders, a baked goods company, out of her college dorm room.
@jessicanamkim
@jessicanamkim

She raised $1M in funding her senior year (with braces) and grew
it to national distribution. She then went to work at Kraft Foods
in brand management. In 2008, Jessica founded BabbaCo to
invest in the future of parenting by helping families spend quality
time together through subscription activity boxes. BabbaCo was
acquired in 2014 by Barefoot Books, where she served as President
for two years before becoming an Entrepreneur-in-Residence at
CRV (Charles River Ventures). Jessica was honored as Crain’s Top
40 under 40 and currently serves as a Venture Partner at Praxis
Labs, the inaugural EIR at Brown University, and an advisor to
several startups. Jessica graduated from Brown University and
received her MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of
Management. She lives in Boston with her three young children and
husband, Peter, where they are actively involved in their Highrock
church community.

Cheryl Luke
Cheryl Luke is a speaker and writer who is committed to
helping men and women live with intention. She challenges
individuals to embrace the story of their lives as they learn
to connect with God, themselves and others through the
concepts of the Relate Model. With over 35 years in ministry,
@cherylluke
@cherylluke

Cheryl’s goal is to engage, inspire and equip the generations
to acknowledge Christ’s unyielding love and share it with
those around them. She lives and Austin, Texas, serves as
Executive Pastor at Shoreline Church and is the National
Director of Cultural Communities for Celebrate Recovery.
Cheryl enjoys spending time with family and friends, travel
and Sunday Dinner. Connect with her online at cherylluke.
com or on social media.

Rebekah Lyons
Rebekah Lyons is a national speaker and bestselling author of
You Are Free: Be Who You Already Are and Freefall to Fly:
A Breathtaking Journey Toward a Life of Meaning. An old
soul with a contemporary, honest voice, Rebekah reveals her
own battles to overcome anxiety and depression—and invites
@rebekahlyons
@rebekahlyons

others to discover and boldly pursue their God- given purpose
from a place of freedom. Finding joy in raising a special needs
child—Rebekah wears her heart on her sleeve, a benefit to
friends and readers alike. Her work has been featured on Good
Morning America, CNN, Huffington Post, The Tennessean,
Publisher’s Weekly, and more. Alongside her husband, Gabe,
she serves as co-founder of Q Ideas, a nonprofit organization
that helps Christian leaders winsomely engage culture. Gabe
and Rebekah are raising their four children and two toy
poodles in Franklin, Tennessee.

Vivian Mabuni
Vivian is national speaker and writer with a passion to see
women and men influence the college campus, families,
churches, communities and the world with hope and life found
through intimacy with God. Her first book, Warrior In Pink:
A Story of Cancer, Community and the God Who Comforts
details her journey battling breast cancer. Her next book,
@vivmabuni
@vivmabuni

Open Hands, Willing Heart (WaterBrook Multinomah) will
release in July of 2019. With 30 years of ministry experience
on staff with Cru, Vivian loves teaching about the bible and
practical application to ministry and life. Married 27 years to
her husband, Darrin, and mom to three, they live in Mission
Viejo, CA. Vivian loves coffee, shoes, sushi and social media.

LaTasha Morrison
Tasha is a bridge-builder, reconciler and a compelling voice
in the fight for racial justice. Ebony Magazine recognized her
as one of their 2017 Power 100 for her work as a community
crusader. When she speaks, she expresses a passion for
social justice issues across the globe. At the heart of this
incredible woman is encouraging racial reconciliation among
@latashamorrison
@latashamorrison

all ethnicities, to promote racial unity in America, and to
develop others to do the same. To this end, in 2016 Tasha
founded Be the Bridge to inspire and equip ambassadors of
racial reconciliation. Her team has developed curriculum,
discussion cards, and other resources to equip more than
1,000 BTB groups around the nation. When not captivating
audiences with her dynamic presentations and consciousraising workshops, Tasha can be found drinking tea, laughing
with friends and watching Christmas movies year-round.

Christy Nockels
Christy Nockels has long had a huge appreciation for music and
ministry and its role in the kingdom of God. As a worship leader for
over 25 years, she’s seen first hand how music can usher people into
the presence of God in a powerful way. Christy’s devotion to creating
earnest and honest songs prepared her to be an integral author and
voice in songs like, “Healing Is In Your Hands,” “Waiting Here For
@christynockels
@christynockels

You,” “Let It Be Jesus,” and “Lord, I Need You.”
She’s released three albums in three years (including her latest, Be
Held) through her record company, Keeper Branch Records, and is
the host of The Glorious in the Mundane podcast. Christy lives in
Franklin, TN with her husband, Nathan, and their three children,
Noah (18), Elliana (16), and Annie Rose (11).

Alena Pitts
Alena Pitts is a 14-year-old actress, author and vocalist. The
Kendrick Brothers’ WAR ROOM marked Alena’s professional
acting debut, with Alena being cast in the major supporting role as
Danielle Jordan. The movie was a box-office hit in 2015, becoming
the 6th highest grossing Christian film in box office history. The film
immediately launched Alena headfirst into the spotlight at the age
of 11. Shortly after, Alena started on a new journey and co-authored
@alenapitts
@alenapitts

a three-book fictional series aptly titled, Lena In The Spotlight
(Zonderkids, 2017). The books are written with her mother, Wynter
Pitts, author and founder of For Girls Like You Magazine. Though
having experienced unbelievable success, Alena’s journey has not
come without loss. She tragically and unexpectedly lost her mother
on July 24th 2018. Though the pain has left her and her family
heartbroken, they are not without hope and are using Wynter’s
passing from death to life as an opportunity to share the hope
found in Jesus Christ. Alena has found that sharing her story in
song and writing has brought her the most healing. Alena remains
very grounded and values her relationship with Jesus Christ as
her highest priority, followed by her commitment to her family
including three sisters, Kaitlyn (12) and twins Camryn and Olivia
(9). She and her family reside in Franklin, TN.

Melissa Russell
Melissa Russell is the Chief Advancement Officer at
International Justice Mission, a global organization that
fights slavery in the developing world. She drives the core
strategies and engagements that fuel IJM’s growth around
the globe. A University of Texas alumni and southern girl at
heart, Melissa now lives outside DC with her husband Paul
@melissakrussell

and two amazing boys. Her passions cover everything from

@mel_k_russell

seeing the church stand up to fight slavery and oppression,
to the world of travel soccer in Northern Virginia.

Jo Saxton
Jo is an author, speaker, leadership coach, and visionary.
Born to Nigerian parents and raised in London, England,
Jo brings a multicultural and international perspective to
leadership. She has served on staff in multiple churches in the
United Kingdom and the US. Today Jo co-hosts the popular
@josaxton
@josaxton

podcast Lead Stories: Tales of Leadership and Life with
Steph O’Brien. She is also the founder of the Ezer Collective,
an initiative that creates intensives and experiences to
invest in women who lead. Jo’s most recent book is called
The Dream of You: Let Go of Broken Identities and Live the
Life You Were Made For. Jo and her husband, Chris, live in
Minneapolis with their two daughters. She loves Starbucks,
running, her people, and the everyday stuff, like good music,
good food, and good books. And Target. She really, really
loves Target.

Angie Smith
Angie is married to Todd Smith, lead singer of the Dove-award
winning group Selah and mom to five daughters. In 2008, the
Smiths received news that their fourth daughter, Audrey, would not
survive after birth. As a means of communication with friends and
family during those difficult days, Angie began blogging about her
grief, struggle, and ultimately, hope. Audrey’s story in book form,
I Will Carry You began a beautiful movement of helping families
@angiesmith19

with their own dance of grief and joy. Now a nationally-recognized

@angiesmith19

children’s books including Seamless: Understanding The Bible as

Bible study teacher and best-selling author of multiple adult and
One Complete Story, Chasing God, and What Women Fear, she is
most passionate about making the Bible feel accessible and relevant
to women. Angie holds a Master’s Degree in Developmental
Developmental Psychology from Vanderbilt in Nashville, where she
and Todd call home.

Jeanne Stevens
Jeanne Stevens is one of the lead pastors of Soul City Church in the
dynamic West Loop neighborhood of Chicago. Soul City began in the
fall of 2010. Prior to starting Soul City Church, Jeanne served on the
staff of Willow Creek Community Church for 11 years and on the staff
of North Point Community Church for 4 years.
Jeanne has had the opportunity to teach, pastor and speak into the
lives of thousands of people across the US and around the world.
@jeannestevens

Her passion to develop leaders, to encourage people to live from the

@jeannemstevens

hope and challenge.

fullest part of themselves and live boldly give her a unique voice of
Jeanne is the author of Soul School, a contributor to the Bible Study
and DVD Series Twelve Women of the Bible as well as Real Women,
Real Faith.
In addition to pastoring Soul City Church, Jeanne finds great joy in
being a wife to her husband of 21 years, Jarrett, and a mom to her 12
year old son Elijah and 10 year old daughter Gigi. The Stevens family
lives in Chicago’s West Loop neighborhood, and loves trips to the
park with their two puppies, Moses and Louie.

Curt Thompson
Curt Thompson, M.D., is a psychiatrist in private practice in Falls Church,
Virginia and the founder of Being Known, LLC, and The Center for Being
Known, an organization that develops resources to educate and train
leaders about the intersection between interpersonal neurobiology,
Christian spiritual formation, and vocational creativity. He is the
author of Anatomy of the Soul and The Soul of Shame: Retelling the
Stories We Believe About Ourselves. He graduated from Wright State
University School of Medicine, completed his psychiatric residency
at Temple University Hospital, and is board certified by the American
Board of Psychiatry and Neurology. He is actively engaged in learning
and education as he supervises clinical employees and facilitates ongoing
education groups for patients and colleagues. Throughout his career,
along with treating adults, adolescents, and families, his main focus of
clinical and research interest has been the integration of psychiatry, its
associated disciplines, and Christian spirituality. He is a frequent speaker
on the topic at workshops, conferences, and retreats.
He has specific expertise in the field of interpersonal neurobiology and
how it reflects important tenets of Christian faith, providing opportunities
to comprehend and experience that same faith in fresh trustworthy ways.
He and his wife Phyllis are the parents of two children and reside in
Arlington, Virginia.

Ann Voskamp
Ann Voskamp’s the wife of a farmer, mama to 7, and the author of the
four New York Times bestsellers, The Broken Way, The Greatest Gift,
Unwrapping the Greatest Gift, and the sixty-week New York Times
bestseller One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to Live Fully Right Where
You Are, which has sold more than one million copies and has been
translated into more than twenty languages.

@annvoskamp
@annvoskamp

Named by Christianity Today as one of fifty women most shaping culture
and the church today, Ann’s the co-founder of the fair trade subscription
box, TheGraceCase.com, with 100% of profits supporting vulnerable
girls. Ann is a passionate and vocal advocate for the marginalize and
oppressed around the globe, partnering with The Justice Conference,
Mercy House Global and Compassion International. Track with her at:
www.annvoskamp.com or on social media.

LaToria Wilson
With an energy all her own, LaToria brings an eclectic feel to the
hip hop music she makes. Whether it’s a high energy anthem, or
a story she’s telling accompanied by soulful melodies, she aims to
display hope through her lyrics while providing an unforgettable
experience. She writes about life from a Gospel centered perspective
serving out what she refers to as “Grown Woman Bars”. The idea
@latoriamusic
@latoriamusic

being that she is offering music from a woman’s perspective. It’s
honest, vulnerable, relatable and always pointing towards truth in
hopes that it will yield growth and maturity for herself as well as
the listener.
She has been featured on several TV programs, magazines and
websites and her music and videos have been featured on radio and
TV stations in various countries. Her latest music is now available
on all digital outlets and she is set to release her next project,
volume 2 of The Long Walk series, in 2019 which is sure to be am
amazing musical journey full of highs and lows. She has remained
true to her essence by artistically carving out a lane that blends the
worlds of faith and culture. Her approach to hip hop is familiar yet
distinct and easy to enjoy. Her passion to make an impact is evident
and undeniable.

Katherine Wolf
Katherine Wolf is survivor and storyteller, advocate and evangelist.
In 2008, at the age of 26, she nearly died from a catastrophic
brainstem stroke. Her survival and recovery, not to mention that
of her marriage and family, have been nothing short of miraculous.
Katherine and her husband, Jay, are in full-time ministry together
through HOPE HEALS, leveraging their story to encourage those
with broken bodies, broken brains, and broken hearts. Engaging
@hopeheals
@hopeheals

both faith- based and secular communities, they seek to bridge the
gap between those disabled on the outside and those disabled on
the inside with the hope that Jesus brings healing to the deepest
pains we all carry. They co-authored their first book, HOPE HEALS,
published by Zondervan in April 2016. They currently reside in Los
Angeles with their two sons, James and John. More info at www.
hopeheals.com.

joy’s

story
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Joy grew up being passed between various family members after her mother was forced to moved abroad,
desperate to get work and provide for her daughter.
When Joy was ten years old a woman she knew and trusted invited Joy and her friends into her house. “I
was surprised when she asked us to go naked, and then she said she will take pictures of us together. I was
so scared, nervous and confused. I didn’t know what to do. But since we were already inside Boss’s house,
we were left with no choice but to follow her instructions.”
Joy didn’t fully understand what was happening to her. The reality was that images and the live sexual
abuse of Joy and her friends were being sold to predators online. She had become a victim of online
sexual exploitation. This continued for years. When she reflected back, she shared, “My big dream for
myself and for my family is what kept me alive.”
In 2013, IJM and the police found and arrested Joy’s abuser and rescued Joy and 15 other victims.
In her aftercare home, Joy found the love and support she needed to heal, move forward in strength and
grow in confidence. Joy now shares her story with other children and young adults to help prevent the
same thing happening to them. She says, “I have a passion to help survivors see that there is hope after
rescue, and that there are people who can help us.”
Joy also found the courage to testify against her trafficker in court. “Seeking justice for me is very
important. It’s like freeing the heart of those being victimized. I wanted to seek justice not just for myself
but to all the others whom she victimized,” Joy says.
The trial against “Boss” is ongoing, but IJM lawyers are relentless in ensuring that she is held accountable.

In the past, customers physically traveled to the Philippines to sexually abuse children.
Now, pedophiles and predators can search online, anonymously wire a payment, and
direct live sexual abuse of a child from the safety of their home. IJM is fighting to stop
this crime and other forms of violence against the poor.
A pseudonym has been used and her identity concealed for the protection of this IJM client.

wort h iT
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RESCUE CHILDREN AND
FA M I L I E S F R O M S L AV E R Y.
Become an IJM
F r e e d o m Pa r t n e r !
IJM.org/IF2019
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31

bits artisan spotlight: adyero joyce

Joyce was born in Gulu, Uganda, and in her words, was born to be a teacher. Unfortunately, she grew up
during a war that prevented her from pursuing her dream. She and her eight siblings stopped going to
school after their mother passed away. Life became harder, money was scarce, options were limited, but
Joyce never let these circumstances define her. She got married and had two daughters. She finds so much
joy in being a mom, but still dreamt of being a teacher. Joyce joined 31 Bits in 2013, and over the years was
able to save enough money to enroll herself in an Early Childhood Development program where she can
earn a certificate that will allow her to teach! She is full of joy and it shows in every part of her life. Joyce
told the team at 31 Bits: “My life has really changed. Before I sat at home by myself and thought about my
problems, like my mom passing away and living in poverty. Gladies (the 31 Bits counselor) is counseling
me and I’m feeling relieved from my problems. I’m living joyfully and my kids and job make me happy. I
want to thank all of you. What you have done in the world is so great, not just Uganda but the world. When
you give something to a woman, she is a mother and is going to pass it on to her family. You have changed
my life and I’m so thankful! People around the world will see my work and that brings me such happiness!”

Get Free Access to IF Content on

All IF members can access a curated library of women’s content
on RightNow Media for free.

Join Jennie Allen in Greece as she walks into the messy
lives of the Corinthians and takes us through Paul’s words
to the conflicted church. Through this Bible study, see
how the truth of the gospel and the Spirit of God can
empower us to choose to follow Jesus every day of our
lives.

To watch this study, activate your free RightNow Media account at:
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“Dream Big!” are the words I heard in my heart as I considered going to Rwanda with Africa New Life
Ministries on the IF: Rwanda trip. Me? Dream Big? I live in the land of small socks to be folded, small
lunches to pack, not to mention my small income consisted mostly of kisses. How was I supposed to
Dream Big? I still did not know the answer as I landed in Rwanda, but I expected BIG! Instead I found
small things making Big Dreams come true. I saw something as small as scissors and thread making a
mom’s Big Dream to provide income for her entire family true, and school supplies fueling a child’s Big
Dream of education. I saw God take small things and make Big Dreams come true for ten days on the IF:
Rwanda trip. Then He reminded me, He was doing the same for me. My small is not insignificant; He
uses it to make Big Dreams come true in my own life and in the lives of those I love in Rwanda.
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Left:
Wideleine holding son
Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Today, Wideleine’s life is a picture of empowerment and restoration. But she has fought some hard battles
to get there. Ten years ago, Wideleine made the difficult decision to place her newborn daughter for
adoption. She was living in poverty and struggling to find reliable work, and felt she would not be able to
give her daughter the care she needed.
Fast forward to today, and a lot has changed for Wideleine. She is an assistant manager at the workshop
where Noonday Collection’s beautiful Haitian styles are made. She has two sons who she is able to provide
for with the work of her own hands. And because of connections through Noonday’s Artisan Business
Partner, she has even been able to connect with her daughter’s adoptive mother, and has found peace in
knowing that her first child is safe and cared for.
We believe that a good job changes everything. That’s why we are passionate about using fashion to create
dignified work for over Artisans across the globe.
To learn more about shopping our collection, hosting a Noonday Trunk Show, or becoming an
Ambassador, reach out to your Ambassador or visit noondaycollection.com.
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