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Welcome to the Family is the first step towards connecting to AWPC. Our goal is 
to provide you with a snapshot of (1) who we are, (2) what we believe, and (3) how 
you can get involved. 
 

1. Navigate: overview of mission/vision and ministry of AWPC 
2. Core Doctrines 
3. Uniquely You Assessment 
4. Core Habits 

 
Please feel free to ask questions at any point during our discussions.  
 
Discipleship 
 
The mission of AWPC mirrors the Great Commission given to us by Jesus Christ. 
Our mission is to lead people into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ and 
develop them into fully devoted _________________ of Him. The second part of 
our mission, which focuses on the process of becoming a fully devoted follower of 
Jesus Christ (discipleship), is our focus today.  
 
Paul described the goal of discipleship this way. 
 
Ephesians 4:13 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
 
This new life in Christ is a daily walk of faith as we are led and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit. Our ultimate goal is to become fully Christ-like in every area of our 
lives.  
 

PERSONAL NOTES 
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Spiritual Disciplines  
 
So how do we become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ? Fortunately, the 
Bible provides us with clear answers to these questions. The simple answer is that 
there are some basic spiritual disciplines or habits that will equip and enable us to 
become a spiritually mature follower of Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Timothy 4:7-8 
7 But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward 
godliness.  
8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all 
things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 
 
The premier purpose of spiritual disciplines is godliness or becoming a fully 
devoted follower of Jesus Christ. Therefore, today we will focus on the following 
spiritual ________________________. 
 

 Prayer & fasting 
 Bible study 

 
Prayer & Fasting 
 
Prayer is simply our communication with God. Our God is not an impersonal God. 
Instead, He is a personal God who is totally interested in having a one-on-one 
relationship with us. This is why prayer (or two-way conversation) is such a vital 
habit in our spiritual lives.   
 
Fortunately, Jesus took time in ______________ to teach us about prayer. First, He 
instructed us about having the right attitude towards prayer. 
 
Matthew 6:5-8 
5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love 
to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may 
be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 
6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly. 
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7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think 
that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 
8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of, before ye ask him. 
 

1. Be real. Don’t try to impress God or others. 
2. Be ______________. Pray in an environment that is free from distraction. 
3. Be revealing. Don’t simply recite memorized lines of prayer over and over. 

Express your heart to God. 

 
Then, Jesus provided us with a ______________ of prayer. 
 
Matthew 6:9-13 
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

1. Praise. We begin by expressing our love for God. We praise Him through 
our adoration for who He is and our thanksgiving for what He has done. 

  
2. ______________. We submit ourselves to His will. We pray for His will to 

be done in our world, our nation, our city, our church, our family, and our 
lives.  

  
3. Provision. We ask God to provide for our daily needs. See Philippians 4:6, 

19. This is where we get to unashamedly present to God our specific needs 
and wants. 
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4. ______________. We ask God to forgive our sins. Repentance never 
changes. We must confess our sins and forsake our sins. God never changes 
either. He is faithful to forgive. See Proverbs 28:13 and 1 John 1:9. 

 
5. People. Our forgiveness from God is tied to our forgiveness of others. In 

Matthew 5 Jesus taught that that if we have relationship problem with a 
brother or sister, then we have to resolve the problem with them before we 
can come and talk to Him. 

 
6. _________________. We pray for spiritual protection. We are desperately 

dependent on God to lead us, order our steps, and direct our paths. We need 
the conviction of the Holy Ghost to guard our hearts and guide us in making 
right choices. 

  
7. Praise. We conclude with humble adoration. 

 
Now here’s the good part about prayer. When we develop the consistent habit of 
communicating with God, we unlock some amazing promises. See Matthew 21:22. 
 
I John 5:14-15 
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: 
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of him. 
 
 
________________________ is linked with prayer throughout the Bible. Fasting is 
simply the voluntary abstinence from food. It strengthens our spiritual nature and 
develops discipline over our carnal nature. Fasting also ignites faith by helping us 
eradicate unbelief from our lives. 
 
When combined, prayer and fasting produces powerful spiritual results. 

PERSONAL NOTES 
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Bible Study 
 
The last discipline we will examine today is _________________________.  
 
Why is reading, understanding, and acting on the Word of God so essential to 
becoming a disciple? The Bible reveals to us who God is, and what His many 
characteristics are. The Scriptures give us specific directions for how we should 
respond to God. The Word also gives us guiding principles for living a life 
pleasing to God. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works. 
 
So how do you study the Bible? 
  
1. Hear God’s Word. Listen to Biblical preaching and teaching. Take notes or 

journal while you listen. 
  
2. Read the Bible. Read it systematically. Read it in different translations. 

Reading 15-30 minutes a day will take you through the whole Bible in one year.  
 
3. _____________ the Scriptures. Take notes while you read. Use a concordance 

to search the Bible by key words. Use a Bible dictionary, encyclopedia, or 
commentary to better understand a word, passage, or context of a verse. 

a. Bible study websites: www.biblegateway.com; www.blueletterbible.org 
  
4. Memorize the Word. Memorization helps you resist temptation, make wise 

decisions, be strengthen when under stress, be comforted when sad, and witness 
to unbelievers. 

 
Psalms 119:11 
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
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5. ______________ on the Scripture. Meditation is focused thinking about a 
Bible verse in order to discover how we can apply its truth to our lives. 
Meditation is not about what I think about the verse. See Psalms 1:1-2. 

 
6. ____________ the Bible to Your Life. What did it mean to the original 

hearers? What is the underlying truth or timeless principle? Where or how can I 
obey that truth? Where or how could I practice that principle? 

 
James 1:22 
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves. 
 
To become fully Christ-like we must embrace the discipline of daily reading and 
studying the Bible. Paul’s challenge to Timothy still applies to us today. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
 
We have focused on two vital spiritual habits, but there are other important 
spiritual habits. To help you better understand a few of these spiritual disciplines, 
we have provided the end of this syllabus a brief study guide for: 
 

 Personal evangelism 
 Fellowship 
 Stewardship 

 
 
How Do I …? 
 
Our remaining time will focus on answering two of the most commonly asked 
questions by people desiring to connect to AWPC. 
 

1. How do I become a ____________ of AWPC?  
2. How do I get _______________ in the ministries of AWPC?  
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Welcome to the Family 
 
As we’ve stated each week, Welcome to the Family is the ___________________ 
towards becoming a member of AWPC and getting involved in our many 
ministries. 
 
101 Volunteer 
 
Upon completion of Welcome to the Family you are eligible to serve as a 
_________________________. 101 volunteers are a vital part of the ministry team 
at AWPC. Some of our ministries do have other requirements such as background 
checks. 
 

 Parking lot team 
 __________________ ministry 
 Hospitality team 
 ___________________ team 
 Children’s ministry check-in teams 
 Cleaning team 
 ___________________ team 

 
If you would like to volunteer in one of these areas you can go to www.awpc.org, 
click Connect, and then click Ministry Finder to submit a Ministry Involvement 
Form. 
 
 
Attending Member 
 
After successful completion of the Welcome to the Family class, you are also 
eligible to become an _____________ member.  
 

PERSONAL NOTES 
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An attending membership means that you are committed to AWPC as your local 
church as demonstrated by your ________________ in attending, giving, and 
serving.  
 
 
201 Level Learning Process 
 
It is our desire at AWPC to see every member faithfully engaged in ministry at the 
highest level of commitment. We hope that you will not be content to merely 
attend AWPC or even serve as a 101 volunteer, but that you will ____________ 
the process of spiritual growth and commitment to AWPC.  
 
2 Peter 3:18 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The next step of ________________ and commitment here at AWPC is called the 
201 level.  
 
The 201 level consists of four major components.  
 

1. New Life class 
2. Spiritual Disciplines class 
3. Apostolic Identity class 
4. 201 media prerequisites 
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New Life class  
 
The New Life class is designed for new believers and anyone wanting to 
____________________ their Biblical understanding of some of the foundational 
truths and principles of God’s Word. 
 
The class consists of 12 lessons and is held every ____________. The teachers are 
Jim and Shelly Gill and Larry Davie. You can begin the New Life class at any time 
as no lesson is a prerequisite for another lesson. 
 
1. Your New Life 
2. Spiritual Warfare 
3. The Gifts of the Spirit 
4. The Grace of God 
5. Faith 
6. Relationships/Christian Family 

7. Holiness 
8. The New Birth 
9. The Church/Your Pastors 
10. Christian Character 
11. Worship 
12. Who Is Jesus

 
Spiritual Disciplines Class 
 
The Spiritual Disciplines class is normally held on Sunday mornings throughout 
the year. The class lasts for four weeks and focuses on reinforcing the habits of 
Bible study, prayer and fasting, fellowship, and ______________________.  
 
Apostolic Identity Class 
 
The Apostolic Identity class is normally held on Sunday mornings throughout the 
year. The class lasts for three weeks and focuses on the inward and outward 
transforming work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
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201 Online Teaching 
 
The fourth component of the 201 level of training is listening to or watching a 
selection of foundational sermons preached or taught by Pastor Johns. The sermons 
are listed below: 
 

 _____________________ preaching series (3 sermons) 
 Blessed Life (Stewardship) series (3 lessons) 
 Model of Ministry (1 lesson) 

 
201 Volunteer 
 
Upon completion of the 201 level you are eligible to serve as a 
________________________, which makes you eligible to serve in any of our 
many ministries with regards to specific classes to attend.  
 
When you request to serve as a 201 volunteer, we do review your faithfulness in 
attendance and giving for the previous three months. Also, many of these 
ministries do have other requirements such as specific training, background 
checks, and dress standards.  
 

PERSONAL NOTES 
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Upon completion of the 201 training process, if you have a desire to serve as a 201 
volunteer you can go to www.awpc.org, click Connect, and then click Ministry 
Finder to submit a Ministry Involvement Form. You can also contact the church 
office. 
 
Voting Member 
 
After completing the 201 training process, you are also eligible to become a 
____________________________. Voting membership entitles you to vote on 
important decisions made at AWPC along with serving the church in a leadership 
role. 
 
There is a membership application packet that you can obtain from the church 
office. Included is a section of the Bylaws relating to membership and the Articles 
of Faith of AWPC. After reading and agreeing with the principles of the Articles of 
Faith, you would sign a Statement of Conviction and Commitment. Each 
application also has to be approved by the Pastor. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Today concludes the Welcome to the Family class. If you had to miss a session this 
month, please join us in a future session so that you can finish the class. Thank you 
for your desire to connect to the Atlanta West Pentecostal Church family and 
commit to serve in ministry. 
 
Supplemental study guides are included for better understanding the purpose of 
spiritual disciplines and our Apostolic identity, personal evangelism, fellowship, 
and stewardship. 
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Answer Key 
 

1. Followers 
2. Disciplines 
3. Matthew 6 
4. Relaxed 
5. Model 
6. Purpose 
7. Pardon 
8. Protection 
9. Fasting 
10. Bible study  
11. Study 
12. Meditate 
13. Apply 
14. member 
15. involved 

16. first step 
17. 101 volunteer 
18. HOPE 
19. Nursery 
20. Production 
21. attending 
22. faithfulness 
23. continue 
24. learning 
25. strengthen 
26. Sunday 
27. stewardship 
28. Acts 2:38 
29. 201 volunteer 
30. voting member

 
 

Apostolic Identity 
 
The Apostle Paul explained to Timothy the purpose of these spiritual disciplines. 
 
1 Timothy 4:7–8 
7 But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward 
godliness. 
8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, 
having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 
 
As we grow in grace through the spiritual disciplines, we will become more and 
more like Jesus Christ—godliness. The Bible calls us as followers of Christ to a 
life of godliness (holiness) and teaches its necessity. Read 1 Peter 1:15-16. 
 
Hebrews 12:14 
14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord: 
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People define godliness (or holiness) a lot of different ways, but fortunately for us 
the Bible gives us a pretty simple definition - the process of becoming Christ like.  
 
Ephesians 4:21-24 (NKJ) 
21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is 
in Jesus: 
22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 
23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in 
true righteousness and holiness. 
 
 
Based on Paul’s writings in the New Testament we can further see that the process 
of becoming Christ like is a dual process of (1) separating ourselves from sin and 
worldliness (putting off the old man) and (2) dedicating ourselves unto God and 
His will (putting on the new man). 
 
1. Separation from sin and worldliness. 
 
We believe that when God saves us from our sins that He empowers us through 
His Holy Spirit to live separated from sin so that we can then dedicate our lives 
unto Him and His purpose. Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1. 
 
What are some of the practical areas of separation from sin and worldliness that the 
Bible teaches us about? 
 

1. Attitudes 
2. Thoughts 
3. Stewardship of the body 
4. The tongue 

5. The eye 
6. Appearance 
7. Entertainment

 
2. Dedication unto God. 
 
God doesn’t just call us to separate ourselves from sin and worldliness just so we 
can be different. Instead, He empowers us to separate ourselves so that we can 
DEDICATE ourselves wholly unto Him and His divine destiny for our lives. 
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Romans 12:1-2 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God. 
 
From this passage we can clearly see that God isn’t just interested in us not being 
like the world. He’s most interested in us being like Him and fulfilling His purpose 
for our lives. 
 
In summary, we believe in the essentiality of godliness as practically applied 
through our separation from sin and worldliness and our dedication unto God and 
His purpose. This is our Apostolic identity. 
 
 
Personal Evangelism 
 
Personal evangelism is the practice of sharing our story to others of what God has 
done for us. From the moment we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we are 
commissioned and empowered by Jesus Christ to share the good news of His 
Gospel. 
 
Acts 1:8 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
 
Sharing our personal witness to the saving and delivering power of Jesus Christ 
must become a personal habit in our life. During His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
elaborated on this fundamental privilege and responsibility of His followers. 
 
Matthew 5:13-16 
13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men. 
14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 
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15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
As the sons and daughters of God our daily lives should attract people to God by 
demonstrating to them the truth, power, and love of God. Because of this 
responsibility, Peter wrote that we should always be prepared to share the good 
news of what God has done in our lives. 
 
1 Peter 3:15 
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear: 
 
Every true follower of Jesus Christ should be prepared at all times to share their 
personal testimony of the saving gospel of Jesus Christ with anyone, anywhere. 
Practically this will happen most often within the context of our family, friends, or 
co-workers. 
 
That’s why at AWPC, we like to use the following three “i’s” of friendship as a 
practical reminder of our responsibility for personal evangelism. 

1. Invest in friendships 
2. Intercede for them 
3. Invite them to church 

 
Fellowship 
 
Fellowship simply means participating in God’s family. Fellowship is socialization 
with a Christian purpose. We find this habit practiced and taught throughout the 
New Testament church. See Acts 2:42. 
 
Hebrews 10:25 
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 
 
So why is the habit of fellowship so important? 
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1. We are in the family of God with other believers. We are not independent of 
one another, but we are interdependent upon one another. See Ephesians 2:14, 
19-22. 

  
2. We strengthen and support one another. See Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
  
3. Jesus Christ is present when we fellowship together. See Matthew 18:20. 
 
Lastly, the Bible is full of “one another” instructions that relate to the habit of 
fellowshipping with fellow believers. 
 

 Serve one another. Galatians 5:13 
 Accept one another. Romans 15:7 
 Forgive one another. Colossians 3:13 
 Greet one another. Romans 16:16 
 Bear one another's burdens. Galatians 6:2 
 Be devoted to one another. Romans 12:10 
 Honor one another. Romans 12:10 
 Teach one another. Romans 15:14 
 Submit to one another. Ephesians 5:21 
 Encourage one another. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 
Stewardship 
 
Stewardship is faithfully managing the time, talent, and treasure that God has 
invested in our lives. God has empowered us to manage these resources, but He 
expects us to be faithful in our management (stewardship) of them. Notice these 
basic Biblical truths about the habit of stewardship. 
 
1.  God owns it all. See Psalm 24:1. 
 

2. We are fearfully and wonderfully created. 
 
Psalms 139:14 
14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are 
thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.  
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3. We are responsible for how we use our gifts. See Matthew 25:14-30. 
 
4. He will take care of us. See Matthew 6:30-31. 
 
5.  Stewardship is all about His Kingdom. 
 
Matthew 6:33 
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 
 
Stewardship of our time: Our time is limited here on earth and God has always 
required some of it for Himself. James 4:14 says our life is like a vapor.  
 
Exodus 20:8-10 
8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 
10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 
 
Notice that 1/7th of your time is roughly 15%. There is at least a precedent in 
scripture for God requiring more of your time than your treasure.   
 
Stewardship of our talents: Each of us has a unique design that allows us to 
naturally accomplish extraordinary things for the Kingdom of God. However, we 
must choose to use our natural abilities and giftings for His glory and benefit. 
 
1 Peter 4:10  
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
 
At AWPC we believe strongly in serving both where we are needed and where we 
are gifted. Our ultimate goal is to find everyone’s primary place of ministry so they 
can best serve the Lord in the local church. 
 
Stewardship of our treasure: Giving is one of the most incredible and liberating 
habits you can develop as a follower of Jesus Christ. Giving is a deep act of 
worship. It is evidence of our complete submission to and trust in God. It is a loud 
and boisterous thank-you to God. 
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The first principle of the stewardship of our treasure is returning our tithe (a tenth 
or 10%) to God based on our financial increase. Throughout the Bible we see that 
tithing is an expression of faith for people who are in covenant with God. 
 
Leviticus 27:30 
30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of 
the tree, is the LORD's: it is holy unto the LORD. 
 
In Malachi God not only commands us to return our tithe and give our offerings, 
but God promises a blessing on those who do and a curse on those who do not. 
 
Malachi 3:8-10 
8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 
9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 
10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. 
 
The second principle of the stewardship of our treasure is the giving of offerings. 
Offerings are voluntary. They come from a heart of love, gratitude, and rejoicing. 
They express our thanksgiving to God for what He has done for us.  
 
As faithful stewards who give our tithes and offerings to God we have this firm 
assurance—we can never out give God. He will always provide for and bless those 
who put their trust in Him. 
 


