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INTRODUCTION 

 

Welcome to the Spiritual Disciplines class. The goal of this class is to 

equip you with a better understanding of the essentiality of some key 

spiritual disciplines (habits) that equip and enable us to grow in our 

relationship with Jesus Christ and become a fully devoted follower of 

Him. 

 

Thank you for your commitment to be a part of the 201-level training 

process. Additionally, thank you for your desire to serve as a volunteer in 

the ministries of Atlanta West Pentecostal Church (AWPC). A summary 

of the process for committing to serve in ministry at AWPC is below. 

 

• Welcome to the Family class 

o Completion enables you to serve as a 101 volunteer (other 

requirements such as a background check and dress standards 

may be applicable) 

• 201 level training process 

o New Life (discipleship) class 

o Spiritual Disciplines class 

o Apostolic Identity class 

o Online teaching sermons 

o 3 months of faithfulness in attendance and giving 

o Completion enables you to serve as a 201 volunteer (other 

requirements such as a background check and dress standards 

may be applicable) 

 

Please feel free to ask questions at any point during our discussions. If 

we can’t answer it quickly then we’ll defer to the end of class. 
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DISCIPLESHIP 

 

The mission of AWPC mirrors the Great Commission given to us by 

Jesus Christ. Our mission is to lead people into a saving relationship 

with Jesus Christ and develop them into fully devoted 

___________________ of Him.  

 

The second part of our mission, which focuses on the process of 

becoming a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ (discipleship), will be 

the focus on this class.  

 

When we are born again of water and Spirit we enter into a 

__________________ in Christ that is an abundant life of love, joy, and 

peace as we are molded into His image.  

 

Our new life in Christ is a daily walk of faith as we are led and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. Paul described the goal of this daily walk 

(discipleship) this way. 

 

Ephesians 4:13–15 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ; 

14  that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 

about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 

craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him 

who is the head—Christ— 

 

Our ultimate goal is to become fully Christ-like in every area of our 

lives. To that end, there are some key spiritual disciplines that equip and 

enable us to become more like Jesus.  
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However, before we move any further in our discussion, there are a few 

foundational facts that will help us better understand these spiritual 

habits. 

 

Facts about Spiritual Maturity 

 

1.  Spiritual maturity is not automatic 

 

Hebrews 5:12–14 

12  ¶ For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 

someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and 

you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

13  For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of 

righteousness, for he is a babe. 

14  But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those 

who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good 

and evil. 

 

2.  Discipleship is a ______________________________ 

 

2 Peter 3:18 

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

 

3.  _______________________ is required 

 

1 Timothy 4:7–8 

7  But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself 

toward godliness. 

8  For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all 

things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to 

come. 
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4.  The mark of a disciple is __________________ cross-bearing which 

represents our submission to the will and way of God in our lives. 

 

Luke 9:23-24 

23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will 

lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 

 

 

Spiritual Disciplines 

 

How do we become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ?  

 

What is the _____________ of growing in grace that Peter talked about? 

 

Fortunately, the Bible provides us with clear answers to these questions. 

There are some key spiritual disciplines (habits) that equip and enable us 

to become a spiritually mature follower of Jesus Christ. 

 

Richard Foster succinctly states, “the Disciplines allow us to place 

ourselves before God so that he can transform us.”1 They are “the path 

of disciplined grace.”2  

 

As we have already read, the Apostle Paul explained to Timothy the 

purpose of the spiritual disciplines. 

 

1 Timothy 4:7–8 

7 But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself 

toward godliness. 

 

 
1 Foster, Celebration of Discipline, 7. 

 
2 Foster, Celebration of Discipline, 7. 
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8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all 

things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to 

come. 

 

In this class we are going to focus on five spiritual disciplines that equip 

us to exercise ourselves toward godliness. 

 

1. Prayer 

2. Fasting 

3. Bible study 

4. Fellowship 

5. Stewardship 

 

Before we examine these spiritual disciplines individually, it is 

important that we remind ourselves of the underlying motive behind 

each of these disciplines—daily placing ourselves before Jesus Christ so 

He can transform us and conform us into His image. 

 

John 15:4–8 

4  Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

5  ¶ “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I 

in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

6  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is 

withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are 

burned. 

7  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what 

you desire, and it shall be done for you. 

8  By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will 

be My disciples. 
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DAILY DEVOTION 

 

The Importance of Daily Devotion 

 

1.  Jesus ___________________ so that we can have a relationship with 

Him. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:9 

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

2.  Personal time alone with God was Jesus’ _______________ of 

____________________ (in His humanity).   

 

Luke 5:16 

So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. 

 

3.  You cannot be a ____________________________ disciple without 

it! 

 

John 15:8 (see above) 

 

Psalm 1:1–3 

1 ¶ Blessed is the man 

 Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

 Nor stands in the path of sinners, 

 Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 And in His law he meditates day and night. 

3  He shall be like a tree 

 Planted by the rivers of water, 

 That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

 Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

 And whatever he does shall prosper. 
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Two Things To Do During Daily Devotion 

 

1. Consider your way  

 

Proverbs 3:5–6 

5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

 And lean not on your own understanding; 

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

 And He shall direct your paths. 

 

2. Commit your day 

 

Psalm 37:5 

  Commit your way to the LORD, 

 Trust also in Him, 

 And He shall bring it to pass. 

 

 

How to Overcome the Problems with Your Devotions 

 

1.  Problem of Discipline 

 

Suggestions 

1. Be consistent whether getting up early or later at night 

2. Be aware of devotion robbers like checking email, social media, 

work, etc. 

3. Make it a priority 

 

 

2.  Problem of _____________________ 

 

Satan will try to use anything to get your mind to wander during your 

devotion time. 
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Suggestions 

1. Put your phone on silence mode 

2. Avoid the temptation to check email or social media 

3. Get thoroughly awake 

4. Read or pray aloud 

5. Walk during your prayer time 

6. Keep a journal 

  

 

3.  Problem of Dryness 

 

Sometimes you will feel like you're not getting anything out of your 

devotion. However, never judge your quiet time by your feelings. 

 

Possible Causes of Dryness 

1. Your physical condition 

2. Disobedience to God 

3. Rushing your devotion 

4. Getting in a rut 

     

 

4.  Problem of Diligence 

 

Your greatest problem will be your struggle to stay consistent.  Satan 

fights nothing harder than our fellowship with God. 

 

Suggestions 

1. Make a covenant or vow to God. 

2. Schedule it on your daily calendar. 

3. Be prepared for Satan's excuses. 

4. Leave your Bible open at night to the passage for the next day! 
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What if I miss a day? 

Don't _______________________. 

Don't _______________________. 

Don't _______________________. 

 

Galatians 6:9  

9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we 

shall reap if we do not lose heart. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

The first core spiritual discipline is _______________. Prayer is simply 

our communication with God.  

 

Jesus Christ is not an impersonal God. Instead, He is a personal God 

who is totally interested in having a one-on-one relationship with us. 

This is why prayer (or two-way conversation) is such a vital habit in our 

spiritual lives.   

 

Fortunately, Jesus took time in ________________ to teach us about 

prayer.  

 

Matthew 6:5-8 (KJV) 

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for 

they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the 

streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have 

their reward. 

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou 

hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father 

which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for 

they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what 

things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 
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First, Jesus instructed us about having the right attitude towards prayer. 

 

1. Be real. Don’t try to impress God or others. 

2. Be relaxed. Pray in an environment that is free from distraction. 

3. Be revealing. Don’t simply recite memorized lines of prayer over 

and over. Express your heart to God. 

 

Then, Jesus provided us with a ______________ of prayer. 

 

Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV) 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

1. Praise. We begin by expressing our love for God. We praise Him 

through our adoration for who He is and our thanksgiving for what 

He has done. 

  

Psalm 100:4 

 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

 And into His courts with praise. 

 Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 

 

 

2. ______________. We submit ourselves to His will. We pray for 

His will to be done in our world, our nation, our city, our church, 

our family, and our lives. This part can be difficult because it 

requires the total surrender of our will (our wishes, wants, and 

desires) to His sovereign will. 
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3. Provision. We ask God to provide for our daily needs. See 

Philippians 4:6, 19. This is where we get to unashamedly present 

to God our specific needs and wants. 

 

What needs can you pray about? ___________________________! 

Being specific is the key to praying for your needs. 

Philippians 4:6, 19  

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God;  

19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 

glory by Christ Jesus. 

 

 

4. ___________________. We ask God to forgive our sins. 

Repentance never changes. We must confess our sins and forsake 

our sins. God never changes either. He is faithful to forgive. See 

Proverbs 28:13 and 1 John 1:9. 

 

 

5. People. Our forgiveness from God is tied to our forgiveness of 

others. In Matthew 5 Jesus taught that that if we have relationship 

problem with a brother or sister, then we have to resolve the 

problem with them before we can come and talk to Him. 
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6. _________________. We pray for spiritual protection. We are 

desperately dependent on God to lead us, order our steps, and 

direct our paths.  Without Him we are destined to fail and fall into 

the entrapment of the enemy of our souls. We also depend on 

God’s physical protection from the evil of our world. Finally, we 

need the conviction of the Holy Ghost to guard our hearts and 

guide us in making right choices. 

  

 

7. Praise. We conclude with humble adoration and reverent awe. 

 

 

We’ve discussed the attitude and model of prayer, but what do you 

do when God does not answer your prayers how or when you think 

they should be answered?  

 

First, Jesus was clear in His teaching on prayer. We must genuinely 

submit to God’s will as expressed through His Word and Spirit. This 

aligns our prayers to His will and equips us to trust and accept His 

purpose and plan.  

 

Secondly, Jesus also clearly taught us the importance of persistent 

prayers. 

 

Luke 18:1-8 

1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and 

not lose heart, 

2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God 

nor regard man. 

3  Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 

“Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 

4  And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, 

“Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 

5  yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her 

continual coming she weary me.’ ” 
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6  ¶ Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 

7  And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night 

to Him, though He bears long with them? 

8  I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the 

Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” 

 

 

Now here’s the good part about prayer. When we develop the consistent 

discipline of communicating with God we unlock some amazing 

promises. See Matthew 21:22. 

 

I John 5:14-15 

14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any 

thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 

we have the petitions that we desired of him. 

 

 

FASTING 

 

__________________ is linked with prayer throughout the Bible. 

Fasting is simply the voluntary abstinence from food for spiritual 

purposes. Without a spiritual purpose, fasting is merely an exercise in 

willpower. 

 

Notice that while teaching on fasting during the Sermon on the Mount in 

Matthew 6, Jesus did not say “if” you fast but “when” you fast. 

Therefore, the spiritual discipline of fasting is an expectation of a 

disciple. 
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Matthew 6:16-18 

16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad 

countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men 

to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 

17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 

18 so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father 

who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you openly. 

 

Fasting is not about earning God’s favor or leveraging God to do our 

bidding. Instead, the spiritual purpose of fasting includes the following. 

 

• Strengthening our prayers 

• Seeking God’s ____________________ 

• Seeking deliverance or protection 

• Expressing grief 

• Expressing repentance 

• Overcoming ______________________ 

• Humbling ourselves before God 

• Worshiping God 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

Why is reading, understanding, and acting on the Word of God so 

essential to becoming a disciple? The Bible reveals to us who God is, 

and what His many characteristics are. The Scriptures give us specific 

directions for how we should respond to God. The Word also gives us 

guiding principles for living a life pleasing to God. 
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 

good works. 

 

 

How to Study the Bible 

 

I. Hear God’s Word 

 

Listen to Biblical preaching and teaching via church service, podcasts, 

etc. Take notes or journal while you listen to better engage your heart 

and mind. 

 

Romans 10:17 

17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 

Challenge of hearing: we typically forget __________ of what we hear 

after 72 hours. How do we improve our hearing? 

 

• Be ready and eager to hear God 

 

Luke 8:8 (Jesus speaking) 

8 He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 

 

Psalm 119:103 

103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my 

mouth! 

 

 

• Deal with ___________________ that prevent hearing God 

(Luke 8:4-15) 

 

 



Spiritual Disciplines Class   
 

17 

o A closed mind: Is fear, pride or bitterness preventing me 

from hearing God? 

o A superficial mind: Am I serious about wanting to hear God 

speak? 

o A preoccupied mind: Am I too busy and concerned with 

other things to concentrate on what God has to say? 

 

 

• Confess any sin in your life 

 

James 1:21 

21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and 

receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your 

souls. 

 

 

• Take notes in a journal, notebook, or app 

 

 

• ________________________ on what you hear 

 

James 1:22  

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves. 

 

 

II. Read the Bible 

 

Revelation 1:3  

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 

prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is 

near.” 
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How often should I read God's Word? ________________________. 

 

Deuteronomy 17:19 (The Scriptures) 

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, 

that he may learn to fear the LORD his God and be careful to observe all 

the words of this law and these statutes 

 

Suggestions: 

 

• Read it systematically. 

• Read it in different translations. 

o For study use more accurate translations like the King James 

or New King James 

• Read it aloud quietly to yourself. 

• Underline or color code key verses. 

• Choose a reading plan and stick with it. 

 

 

III. Study God’s Word 

 

Acts 17:11 

11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that 

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures 

daily to find out whether these things were so. 

 

2 Timothy 2:15  

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

The difference between reading and studying the Bible is that you take 

notes when you study. Use a concordance to search the Bible by key 

words. Use a Bible dictionary, encyclopedia, or commentary to better 

understand a word, passage, or context of a verse. All of these resources 

are available for free online. 
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IV. Memorize Scripture 

 

Proverbs 7:2-3 

2 Keep my commands and live, And my law as the apple of your eye. 

3 Bind them on your fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart. 

 

We remember what is __________________________ to us.  

 

Psalm 119:72 

72 The law of Your mouth is better to me than thousands of coins of 

gold and silver. 

 

 

Benefits of memorizing Bible verses: 

 

1. It helps me resist ____________________________ 

 

Psalm 119:11  

11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against 

You. 

   

2. It helps me make wise decisions 

 

Psalm 119:105  

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet, And a light to my path. 

 

3. It strengthens me when I'm under _____________________ 

 

4. It comforts me when I'm sad 

 

Jeremiah 15:16 

16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 

And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; 

For I am called by Your name, 

O Lord God of hosts. 
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5. It helps me ___________________ to unbelievers 

 

1 Peter 3:15 

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready 

to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is 

in you, with meekness and fear; 

 

 

Ways to memorize a verse: 

 

1. Pick a verse that speaks to you 

2. Say the reference before and after the verse 

3. Read the verse aloud many times 

4. Break the verse into natural phrases 

5. Emphasize key words when quoting the verse 

6. Write down the verse and erase a word one at a time 

7. Write out the verse on a flash card 

8. Carry some cards with you at all times for review 

9. Display your verses in prominent places 

10. Always memorize the verse word perfect 

11. Put the verse to music 

12. Get a partner so you can check each other. 

 

 

The phrase 15 method used by Bible quizzers is very effective.  Read the 

first phrase in the verse. Repeat it five times.  Check for accuracy.  

Repeat the phrase five more times.  Check for accuracy.  Repeat the 

phrase five more times.  Now use the same technique for the second 

phrase.  Put the phrases together and repeat the technique.  Continue this 

pattern until you have memorized the entire phrase.  Remember to 

review the verse to move it from short term memory to long term 

memory.  
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V.  Meditate on Scripture 

 

Psalm 1:2-3 

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

And in His law he meditates day and night. 

3 He shall be like a tree 

Planted by the rivers of water, 

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatever he does shall prosper. 

 

Meditation is ____________________ - _________________________ 

about a Bible verse in order to discover how I can apply its truth to my 

own life. 

 

 

Why meditate on the Bible? 

 

1.  It is the key to becoming like Christ 

 

Proverbs 4:23 

23 Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of 

life. 

 

2.  It is the key to answered __________________ 

 

John 15:7 

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what 

you desire, and it shall be done for you. 

 

3.  It is the key to successful living 
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Joshua 1:8 

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you 

shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according 

to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, 

and then you will have good success. 

 

 

VI. Apply God’s Word 

 

James 1:22  

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves”  

 

Matthew 5:19 

19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, 

and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom 

of heaven. 

 

How do you apply the Bible to your life? Ask these questions. 

 

• What did it mean to the original hearers? 

• What is the underlying timeless principle? 

• Where or how could I practice that principle? 

 

John 13:17  

17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 

 

Hopefully, these principles for studying the Bible will better equip you 

as you explore God’s amazing Word to humanity. Without a doubt, to 

become fully Christ-like we must embrace the discipline of daily reading 

and studying the Bible. Paul’s challenge to Timothy still applies to us 

today. 
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2 Timothy 2:15 

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

We are better together! 

 

Solomon was a keen observer of human behavior. As recorded in 

Ecclesiastes, Solomon watched a man who was all alone. He did not 

have the companionship of a son or a brother. He worked endless hours 

trying to fill the emptiness of loneliness with success and riches.  

 

However, his self-centered existence only made his life meaningless and 

depressing. The picture Solomon paints of this lonely man is followed 

by a powerful point that he drives home forcefully with a succinct 

statement. 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:9–12 

9 Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other 

succeed. 

10  If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone 

who falls alone is in real trouble. 

11  Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other 

warm. But how can one be warm alone? 

12 A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can 

stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-

braided cord is not easily broken. 

 

Life was meant to be shared in community. In Scripture, the church is 

described as a body, made up of many members. It is not a single 

member trying to survive alone. The early church thrived by being 

totally sold out to doctrine.  
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However, the energetic evangelistic emphasis of the early church was 

balanced with fellowship. This house to house component connected 

believers in close community. It also provided access points for 

unbelievers to find Jesus Christ through His body, the church.  

 

Acts 2:42 

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

 

We are better together! This is why fellowship with fellow believers is 

clearly expected of disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

Hebrews 10:25 

25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as 

you see the Day approaching. 

 

 

Why is fellowship important? 

 

1.  I ____________________ in God’s family with other believers. 

 

Ephesians 2:19 

19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God; 

 

Romans 12:5 

5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

members of one another. 

 

"The Christian who is not committed to a group of other believers for 

praying, sharing, and serving, so that he is known, as he knows others, is 

not an obedient Christian.  He is not in the will of God.  However vocal 

he may be in his theology, he is not obeying the Lord." Dr. Ray Ortland 
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2.  I need _________________________ to grow spiritually. 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:9–12 (see above) 

 

Hebrews 10:24 

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 

works: 

 

 

3.  I need _________________________ to grow spiritually. 

 

Galatians 6:1–2 

1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself 

lest you also be tempted. 

2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

  

Proverbs 27:17  

17 As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his 

friend. 

 

 

4.  Jesus Christ is ___________________ when we fellowship together. 

 

Matthew 18:20 

20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am 

there in the midst of them. 
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5.  There is __________________ when we pray together. 

 

Matt. 18:19–20 

19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning 

anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 

20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am 

there in the midst of them.” 

 

 

6.  Our fellowship is a _________________ to the world. 

 

John 17:21 (Jesus prayed) 

21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; 

that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You 

sent Me. 

 

 

7.  I am _______________________ to other Christians. 

 

Galatians 6:10 

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially 

to those who are of the household of faith. 

 

1Peter 4:10 

10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
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The "One Another" instructions related to fellowship (partial list) 

 

• Serve one another       Galatians 5:13 

• Accept one another       Romans 15:7 

• Forgive one another      Colossians 3:13 

• Greet one another      Romans 16:16 

• Bear one another's burdens   Galatians 6:2 

• Be devoted to one another   Romans 12:10 

• Honor one another      Romans 12:10 

• Teach one another      Romans 15:14 

• Submit to one another     Ephesians 5:21 

• Encourage one another     1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Paul writing to the Corinthians about the Macedonians said this: 

 

2 Corinthians 8:5 

5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves 

to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:5 (TLB) 

5 Best of all, they went beyond our highest hopes, for their first 

action was to dedicate themselves to the Lord and to us, for whatever 

directions God might give to them through us. 

 

Stewardship is faithfully managing the time, talent, and treasure that 

God has invested in our lives. God has empowered us to manage these 

resources, but He expects us to be faithful in our management 

(stewardship) of them.  
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Notice these basic Biblical truths about the habit of stewardship. 

 

1.  God _____________ it all 

 

Psalms 24:1 

1 The earth is the LORD’S, and all its fullness, 

 The world and those who dwell therein. 

 

 

2.  You are His _________________ 

 

Genesis 1:27 

27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 

created him; male and female He created them. 

 

 

3.  I am fearfully and _____________________ created 

 

Psalms 139:14 

14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully [in awe of] and wonderfully 

[distinct; separated] made; 

 Marvelous are Your works, 

 And that my soul knows very well. 

 

 

4.  God has the _________________ to create you however He chooses 

 

Romans 9:20–21 

21 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the 

thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like 

this?” 

21  Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump 

to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 
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I am not who I think I am 

I am not who you think I am 

But I am really who God created me to be! 

 

 

5.  You cannot change your _______________________ 

 

Luke 12:25–26 

25 And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 

26 If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the 

rest? 

 

 

6.  You are created to do ________________________ 

 

Ephesians 2:8–10 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

 

 

7.  God will take _________________ of you 

 

Philippians 4:19 

19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 

glory by Christ Jesus. 
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8.  God has blessed you with time, talent, and ___________________ 

 

James 1:17–18 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes 

down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 

shadow of turning. 

18  Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 

might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 

 

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

    

 

9.  You are _____________________ for how you use your gifts 

 

Matthew 25:19–21 (Parable of the Talents) 

19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled 

accounts with them. 

20 So he who had received five talents came and brought five other 

talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have 

gained five more talents besides them.’ 

21 His lord said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you 

were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. 

Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 

 

Luke 12:19–21 

19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for 

many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’ 

20 But God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul will be required 

of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’ 

21 So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 

God. 
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10.  Stewardship is all about _________ kingdom 

 

Matthew 6:30–33 

30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O 

you of little faith? 

31  “Therefore do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?’ or “What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 

 

32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly 

Father knows that you need all these things. 

33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added to you. 

 

 

As we talk about stewardship it’s important to always keep these truths 

in mind: He is the owner. I am the manager. That makes me accountable 

 

Who we are today and who we will be in the future is a direct result of 

the raw materials given to us by God and our stewardship of those 

resources. 

 

 

Stewardship of Time 

 

How I manage my time reveals my spiritual maturity. 

 

James 4:14 

14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is 

your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then 

vanishes away. 
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1.  God has always required some of your ________________ 

 

Exodus 20:8 

8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

9  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 

10  but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you 

shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male 

servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who 

is within your gates. 

 

Ephesians 5:15–16 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

 

 

2.  You are given __________________ time on this earth 

 

Psalms 90:10 

10 The days of our lives are seventy years; 

 And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, 

 Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; 

 For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

 

 

3.  You are accountable for the _______________ of your time  

 

Hebrews 9:27 

27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment, 
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4.  Your time can have _____________________ value 

 

Matthew 6:19–21 (applicable to our time, talents, and treasure) 

19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 

20  but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

 

5.  You should make good use of your _______________ 

 

Psalms 90:12 

12 So teach us to number our days, 

 That we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

 

 

6.   You choose how you spend your time: ____________________, 

physically, and spiritually 

 

Your choices have profound ramifications on your life.                                  

 

Sow a thought, reap an action; sow an action,  

reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character;  

sow a character, reap a destiny. 

William James 
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Stewardship of Treasure 

 

How I manage my treasure (resources, finances, assets) reveals my 

spiritual maturity. Notice Paul’s challenge to the Corinthian church. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:7 

7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that you 

abound in this grace also. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:7 (NLT) 

7 Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted 

speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from usa—I 

want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 

 

 

Eight Benefits of Giving 

 

1.  Giving models the ultimate example of __________________ 

 

John 3:16 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

 

2.  Giving draws you _____________________ to God 

 

Matthew 6:21 

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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3.  Giving is the antidote to _________________________ 

 

1 Timothy 6:17–19 

17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, 

nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly 

all things to enjoy. 

18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, 

willing to share, 

19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 

that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

 

 

4.  Giving strengthens your ___________________                                                       

 

Proverbs 3:5 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

 And lean not on your own understanding; 

 

Proverbs 3:9–10 

9  Honor the LORD with your possessions, 

 And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 

10  So your barns will be filled with plenty, 

 And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

 

 

5.  Giving is an ____________________ in eternity 

 

1 Timothy 6:18–19 

18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, 

willing to share, 

19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 

that they may lay hold on eternal life. 
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6.  Giving ____________________ you in return 

 

Proverbs 22:9 

9 He who has a generous eye will be blessed, 

 For he gives of his bread to the poor. 

 

Proverbs 11:25 

25  The generous soul will be made rich, 

 And he who waters will also be watered himself. 

 

Acts 20:35  

35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must 

support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 

said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 

 

7.  Giving our _____________ and offerings is a Biblical expectation 

 

Malachi 3:8–10 

8  Will a man rob God? 

 Yet you have robbed Me! 

 But you say, 

 ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ 

 In tithes and offerings. 

9  You are cursed with a curse, 

 For you have robbed Me, 

 Even this whole nation. 

10  Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, 

 That there may be food in My house, 

 And try Me now in this,” 

 Says the LORD of hosts, 

 “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven 

 And pour out for you such blessing 

 That there will not be room enough to receive it. 
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Though a message to the Old Testament Jews, the principles and 

promise contained in Malachi are affirmed by all of Scripture. 

 

The Bible as a whole demonstrates that returning your tithe to God is a 

universal expression of _________________, worship, and gratitude for 

people who are in a faith covenant with God.  

 

Genesis presents tithing as the prescriptive practice of the patriarchs 

based on the principles of God’s ownership and provision established in 

the Garden of Eden. 

• See Abraham’s tithe in Genesis 12 

• See Jacob’s vow to tithe in Genesis 28 

 

The Mosaic Law codified and expanded the practice of tithing as we see 

throughout the Old Testament. 

 

Leviticus 27:30 

30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of 

the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S. It is holy to the LORD. 

 

Jesus and the writer of Hebrews affirmed tithing as normative, and 

Paul’s teaching on giving to the church affirmed both the principle and 

practice of tithing.  

 

Matthew 23:23 

23 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of 

mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 

the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, 

without leaving the others undone. 

 

See Hebrews 7. 
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1 Corinthians 9:13 

13 Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the 

things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the 

offerings of the altar? 

14 Even so the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel 

should live from the gospel. 

 

 

Offerings are voluntary. They come from a heart of love, gratitude, and 

rejoicing. Our offerings express our thanksgiving to God for what He 

has done for us.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 

6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

7  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 

of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

Returning our tithes and offerings back to God are not an either/or 

dilemma for Christians but a both/and opportunity to express our faith, 

worship, and gratitude to our glorious God through whom we are saved 

by grace through faith. 

 

 

Stewardship of Talents 

 

How I manage my talents (giftings) reveals my spiritual maturity. 

 

We believe that every disciple of Jesus Christ has a God designed 

SHAPE for ministry. While every Christian is called to “do whatever 

needs to be done,” each of us have a unique design that allow us to 

naturally accomplish extraordinary things for the body of Christ if used 

in our area of giftedness. 
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We will examine the stewardship of our talents by walking through our 

SHAPE for ministry. 

 

• Spiritual gifts  

• Heart 

• Abilities 

• Personality 

• Experience 

 

 

Spiritual Gifts 

 

The Bible contains three major lists of spiritual gifts found in Romans 

12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4, but there are other passages that 

mention or illustrate gifts not included in these lists.   

 

Our goal is not to prove the existence of some number of spiritual gifts, 

but rather to understand these gifts that are designed to bless and build 

the body of Christ (the church). 

 

While all the gifts are given to help the church fulfill its purpose, some 

operate in the supernatural realm while others resemble natural talents 

and abilities we need to nurture and grow.   

 

1 Peter 4:10 

10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

 

• “gift” (charisma): endowment or gifts  
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Major Listing of Gifts  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         
Ephesians 4:11 – (Greek word doma) 

Reference may more accurately reflect spiritual 

persons (callings) rather than spiritual gifts. 

1. Apostle 

2. Prophet 

3. Evangelist 

4. Pastor 

5. Teacher 

Application:  For the equipping of the saints for 

the work of the ministry (service). 

   

                                         
Romans 12:6-8 – (Greek word charisma) 

1. Prophet 

2. Ministry (Server)  

3. Teacher  

4. Exhorter 

5. Giver 

6. Ruler / Administrator 

7. Mercy (Compassionate Person)  

Application:  Many different members 

supporting the Body of Christ.  

   

                                          
1 Corinthians 12:7-10 (Greek word for manifestation is 

phanerosis: an exhibition, expression, or manifestation.)  

1. Word of Wisdom 

2. Word of Knowledge 

3. Faith 

4. Gifts of healings  

5. Workings of miracles 

6. Prophecy 

7. Discerning of spirits 

8. Various kinds of tongues 

9. Interpretation of tongues 

Application: Many different members supporting the 

Body of Christ.  
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Gifts of the Spirit 

 

The gifts of the Sprit are _________________________ in nature and 

specific to a time and place. Every believer has one or more (1 

Corinthians 12:7, 11, 18).  

 

A believer cannot exercise these gifts except in the broad context of 

being available (yielding to the Spirit) for the Spirit to work through. 

The gifts of the Spirit don’t necessarily help us identify our place of 

ministry in the church. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:7–10 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the 

profit of all: 

8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 

another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by 

the same Spirit, 

10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 

discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues. 

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 

each one individually as He wills. 

 

Paul listed nine gifts of the Spirit in his first letter to the Corinthians.3 

 

1. Word of _____________________ 

  

a. A portion of divine insight, judgment, or guidance for a 

particular need 

 

 

 

 
3 Following descriptions adapted from Dr. David Bernard’s Spiritual Gifts (Word Aflame Press, Weldon Springs, 

MO) 
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2. Word of knowledge 

  

a.  A portion of divine information for a particular need  

 

 

3. Faith 

 

a. Ability to trust God, or to inspire trust in God, for a particular 

need or circumstance 

 

 

4. Gifts of ______________________ 

  

a. Various forms of supernatural cure or restoration from 

illnesses, diseases, injuries, and other impairments 

  

 

5. Working of miracles 

  

a. Intervention of God that transcends the laws of nature in a 

situation and operates through or with a human vessel 

 

 

6. Prophecy 

  

a. Utterance directly from God in the language of the speaker 

and hearer 

 

 

7. Discerning of __________________ 

  

a. Perceiving the spiritual motivations for an action or what 

type of spirit is at work 
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8. Different kinds of tongues 

  

a. Utterance in one or more languages unknown to the speaker 

 

 

9. Interpretation of tongues 

  

a. Ability to translate or explain the meaning of a public 

utterance in tongues 

 

 

The gifts of the Spirit are vital to the health of the church and thankfully 

routinely manifested here at AWPC. 

 

 

Gifts of Service 

 

The gifts of service are found in Romans 12 which seems to describe 

them as gifts or abilities versus positions in the church. Like the gifts of 

the Spirit, every believer has one or more (Romans 12:3; 1 Corinthians 

7:7). These gifts are under the control of the believer and can help us 

identify our place of ministry. The gifts of service seem to best fit 

Peter’s command in 1 Peter 4:10–11. 

 

1 Peter 4:10–11 

10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

11  If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 

ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all 

things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the 

glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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While God can partner a spiritual gift with a natural gifting, He can also 

supernaturally gift us where we are not naturally gifted.  

 

Romans 12:6–8 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to 

us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our 

faith; 

7  or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in 

teaching; 

8  he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he 

who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

 

1. Prophesying 

  

a. Proclaiming or preaching the will and Word of God 

b. Boldly operates on spiritual principles found in the Bible 

c. Should possess strong convictions anchored in truth 

 

 

2. ________________________ 

  

a. Serving where there is need in the church 

b. Typically, servers instinctively recognize needs in the 

church; take the initiative to address the needs; and do not 

need recognition for their service 

c. Focused on meeting the needs of others 
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3. Teaching 

  

a. Educating and equipping believers by clearly explaining and 

applying Biblical truth and principles in a way that can be 

understood and retained 

b. Explains the reasons or principles behind the proclamation of 

truth 

c. Love to study and typically more systematic in their thinking 

 

 

4. Exhorting 

  

a. Encouraging and counseling believers to put their hope and 

trust in God and remain faithful to Him, especially when 

believers are discouraged or wavering in their faith 

b. Typically, very positive and practical 

c. Tend to be inspirational, motivational, and action oriented 

 

 

5. __________________________ 

  

a. Love to contribute money or materials well beyond the tithe 

so that the church can advance its mission 

b. Good stewards of their finances and possessions who often 

intentionally live below their means so they can give 

c. Possess gift of receiving and may have ability to earn and 

manage wealth in order to give 
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6. Leading 

  

a. Could be called the gift of organization  

b. Ability to manage and lead people, resources, and time for 

effective execution of the mission of the church 

c. Probably detailed oriented to some degree and have ability to 

balance multiple responsibilities 

 

 

7. Merciful 

  

a. Sensitive to or aware of the disappointment, pain, and 

suffering of others 

b. Ability to provide compassionate and comforting support to 

those suffering distress, crisis, sorrow, or failure 

c. May personally empathize with those hurting due to their 

own experiences 

 

 

Every gift of service ____________________ invaluably to the 

collective functioning of the church. Whatever gift (or gifts) you possess 

is the best gift God could have given you for accomplishing His purpose 

in your life and benefiting His church. 

 

 

Gifts of Ministry 

 

The gifts of ministry or ___________________ gifts seem to more 

accurately describe spiritual leaders, offices, or callings. These 

authoritative offices are given by God to the church to equip the church 

for the work of ministry and guide believers to spiritual maturity. 
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Ephesians 4:11–13 

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 

12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ, 

13  till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ; 

 

 

Truths about Spiritual Gifts 

 

1.  Only believers have spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 2:14) 

 

2.  Every Christian has at least _______ spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 7:7) 

 

3.  No one receives all of the gifts (1 Corinthians 12:27-30) 

 

4.  No single gift is given to _______________ (1 Corinthians 12:29-30) 

 

5.  You cannot earn a spiritual gift (Ephesians 4:7) 

 

6. The Holy Spirit decides which gifts you receive (1 Corinthians 12:11) 

 

7.  The gifts given to you are _____________________ (Romans 11:29) 

 

8.  You are to develop the gifts God has given you (1 Timothy 4:14) 

 

9. The gifts are not for _________________ benefit but for the benefit 

of others (1 Peter 4:10; 1 Corinthians 12:7) 
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Cautions About Spiritual Gifts 

 

1.  Don't confuse gifts with __________________ talents 

 

2.  Don’t confuse gifts with the Fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 

5:22–23 

 

3.  Don’t confuse gifts with Christian __________________ 

 

4.  Be aware of the "gift projection" tendency (expecting others to serve 

the way you do and have similar results) 

 

5.  Don’t feel your gift makes you superior to others (1 Corinthians 

12:21) 

 

6.  Realize that using your gifts without love is worthless (1 Corinthians 

13) 

 

  

Heart 

 

We are examining the stewardship of your talents by walking through 

your SHAPE for ministry. The Bible uses the term "heart" to represent 

the center of your motivation, desires, and inclinations. 

 

Proverbs 4:23 

23 Keep your heart with all diligence, 

 For out of it spring the issues of life. 
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Your heart determines: 

 

• Why you __________________ the things you do 

 

Matthew 12:34 

34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For 

out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 

 

 

• Why you feel the way you do 

 

Psalms 61:1–2 

1 Hear my cry, O God; 

 Attend to my prayer. 

2  From the end of the earth I will cry to You, 

 When my heart is overwhelmed; 

 Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 

 

 

• Why you __________________ the way you do 

 

Hebrews 4:12 

12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of 

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents [desires 

and actions] of the heart. 

 

 

Physiologically, each of us has a unique heartbeat. Likewise, God has 

given each of us a unique emotional heartbeat that serves as an internal 

guidance system for our lives. It determines what your interests are and 

what will bring you the most satisfaction and fulfillment.  Your heart 

also motivates you to pursue certain activities, subjects, and 

environments. 
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God had a purpose in giving you your inborn interests. Your emotional 

heartbeat reveals an important key to understanding God's design and 

intention for your life. 

 

 

Spiritual Heart EKG 

 

The key to understanding your heartbeat is to review your past 

accomplishments. This exercise is adapted from the book Finding A Job 

You Can Love by Ralph Mattson & Arthur Miller (Nelson, 1982).   

 

1. List and describe your accomplishments since childhood 

 

a. Things you enjoyed doing 

b. Things you believe you did well 

  

2. Discover the motivated direction of your heart 

 

a. I love to: 

i. Design and develop 

ii. Pioneer and explore 

iii. Organize 

iv. Operate and maintain 

v. Serve or help 

vi. Acquire and possess 

vii. Excel 

viii. Influence 

ix. Perform 

x. Improve 

xi. Repair 

xii. Lead and be in charge 

xiii. Persevere 

xiv. Follow the rules 

xv. Prevail 
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Abilities 

 

1 Corinthians 12:6 

6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who 

works all in all. 

 

When we talk about your ability we’re taking about your skills, abilities, 

and knowledge. One of the most common excuses people give for not 

getting involved in ministry is, "I just don't have any abilities to offer."  

Nothing could be further from the truth.  The key is matching your 

abilities with the right ministry. 

 

 

Misconceptions About Abilities 

 

1. People aren't born with skills; skills must be learned by 

experience  

 

a. There are a number of skills that seem to be inborn and 

develop very early in infancy 

b. When people say, "She just seems to have a natural talent for 

it," it's probably true 

  

 

2. Learned skills are primarily learned in the classroom 

 

a. Some of your most basic skills were learned at home or 

somewhere outside a school or college classroom 

  

 

3. If you have certain abilities, you will be aware of them 

 

a. You're probably using a number of talents or skills that you 

are not even aware of 

b. You just need some process of skill identification. 
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4. You can’t use the skills that you use at work in ministry 

  

a. Many of the skills utilized on your job effectively equip you 

for serving in ministry at AWPC 

  

 

5. Most people only possess a few key abilities 

  

a. Many national studies have proven that the average person 

possesses from five hundred to seven hundred distinct skills  

 

 

Personality 

 

In the box below, write your name: 

 

 

 

 

Now write your name with your opposite hand: 

 

 

 

 

How does it look? Can you read it? What happened? 

 

When you tried to do something that was not natural to you three things 

were probably true. 

 

 1.  You felt uncomfortable 

 2.  It took extra time and effort 

 3.  You still did a lousy job 
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The same things are true when we try to minister in areas that are not 

suited to our personality. God has wired your temperament in a unique 

way.  This factor is very important in matching you to the right ministry. 

 

It's obvious that God does not use a cookie cutter to create humanity. 

God loves variety—just look around!  There is no right or wrong 

temperament.  

 

Reasons to Understand _____________________ and Temperaments 

 

1. Know yourself 

 

2. Recognize that others are different from you 

 

3. Support and appreciate effective teams 

 

4. Better understand those you love such as a spouse, parent, or child 

 

5. Train up a child in the way they should go 

 

 

Experiences 

 

Romans 8:28 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

 

Philippians 1:12 

12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened 

to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 
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One of the most overlooked factors in determining the ministry God has 

for you is your past experience, particularly your hurts and problems 

you’ve overcome with God's help. 

 

Since your greatest life ____________________ often come out of your 

weaknesses, not your strengths, you should pay close attention to what 

you’ve learned along the roller-coaster ride of life. 

 

God never wastes a hurt. He wants you to be open to ministering to 

people who are going through what you've already been through. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of mercies and God of all comfort, 

4  who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we 

ourselves are comforted by God. 

 

 

Taking time to record the following experiences might be a helpful 

exercise for better understanding your SHAPE for ministry. 

 

• Your spiritual experiences 

o Meaningful decisions and times with God that have shaped 

and informed who you are today 

 

• Your painful experiences 

o Problems, hurts, and trials that have shaped and informed 

who you are today 

 

• Your educational experiences 

o What were your favorite subjects in school? 
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• Your ministry experiences 

o Where have you served in the past? 

 

 

Starting and Maintaining Spiritual Disciplines 

 

Step One:          

 

You must start with a strong desire. You must be internally motivated.  

External motivations don’t last. If you start only half-heartedly, you will 

never make it to the success point. 

 

 

Step Two:          

 

Begin right now. Don’t wait. Don’t procrastinate. You don’t slide into a 

new habit. “One of these days” never arrives. You must have a starting 

point. It’s easier to break a bad habit today than it will be tomorrow. 

 

 

Step Three:          

 

Announce your intentions publicly. Make a covenant or resolution. The 

power of a vow is awesome. It is particularly powerful if you put your 

commitment in writing. 

 

 

Step Four:          

 

Never allow an exception until the new habit is securely rooted in your 

life. A single slip can unwind many turns at first. Continuity and success 

at the start is essential. Never be swayed by “just this once.” It takes 3 

weeks to become comfortable with a new habit and it takes another 3 to 

4 weeks (doing it daily) for it to become a part of your life. 
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Step Five:          

 

Whenever you feel the slightest urge or prompting to practice this new 

habit—do it then! Don’t wait. Seize every opportunity to reinforce your 

habit. Those feelings will not last, so whenever you feel inclined to 

perform your new habit, do so. 

 

 

Step Six:           

 

Get a partner who will support you and encourage you. Find someone 

who is willing to hold you accountable and check up on you especially 

in the early days before the habit is firmly rooted in your life. 

 

 

Step Seven:          

 

Rely on God’s power to help you establish the habit. Remember, Satan 

does not want you to develop habits that help you grow spiritually and 

make you like Christ so he will do all he can to tempt you, cause you to 

slip, or discourage you. Pray! 

 

Philippians 2:13 

13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 

pleasure. 
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Conclusion 

 

Ephesians 4:13–15 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ; 

14  that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 

about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 

craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him 

who is the head—Christ— 

 

Our ultimate goal is to become fully Christ-like in every area of our 

lives. To that end, the spiritual disciplines equip and enable us to 

become more like Jesus.  

 

 


