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IN HIS IMAGE

BY: PASTOR DARRELL JOHNS

DNA is a powerful force in determining our physical and
mental makeup. Recently, during a meeting af the church
office, my sister said, “You look just like Dad when you are
thinking.” | am still frying to decide if that was a compliment
or a crificism, but there is not much | can do about it either
way. Pictures prove that I look a lot like my dad and mirror
his mannerisms.

I have heard a phrase all my life that is used to describe

a child who looks a lot like their parent. It sounds a little
unsophisticated, but it goes like this: “You're the spifting
image of .. .." This idiom emerged in various forms from
the 19th century and morphed into the current phrase that
means that a person looks almost exactly like someone else
— usually a parent or other close relative.

The Lord formed man from the dust of the ground. We are
not told whether moisture was added to the mix, but the
Bible is clear that we are the spitting image of our Heavenly
Father. We were created in His image and after His likeness
(Genesis 1:26-27). Since God is a Spirit, the words “image”
and “likeness” denote the moral nature of God. In the New
Testament, believers are instructed to put on our new nature
“which after God is created in knowledge, righteousness
and true holiness” (Colossians 3:10, Ephesians 4:24).

As we observe the character and nature of our Heavenly
Father, we can see how fo reflect His image in our role

as fathers. To better understand, we will explore several
characteristics of our Heavenly Father.

Love

The greatest attribute of a godly father is unconditional
love. Fathers love their children and do not disown them
even when the children are wayward, disobedient, and
disrespectful. The attribute of love is most reflective of

our Heavenly Father (1 John 3:1). The glory of children is
their fathers (Proverbs 17:6). Children are most secure and
successful when they are affrmed in a father’s love.

Love is demonstrated by other attributes we will discuss, but
it is important for fathers o express love often through words
of affirmation and by appropriate physical affection.

Discipline

The Bible is clear that the Lord disciplines us out of love and
that if God does not discipline us, we do not belong to

Him (Hebrews 12:5-11). Therefore, godly fathers discipline
their children. Discipline should not be done out of our
anger towards a child. Discipline must be administered

out of love, appropriate to the child’s actions, and for the
child’s ultimate benefit, guiding the child’s behavior and
development.

In administering correction, fathers must avoid being overly
harsh in ways that provoke or discourage their children
(Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21).

Fathers should correct their children while there is hope
(while they are young) and not spare them when they seem
pitiful (Proverbs 19:18).

Protection

Our Heavenly Father watches over His children in the same
way shepherds care for their sheep (Psalm 23). A good,
godly father protects his children spiritually with prayer and
by his godly character. Like the strong man of a house,
fathers are alert fo dangers on any front, including physical,
emotional, mental, relational, and ungodly influences.
Godly fathers are the gatekeepers to keep evil out (Luke
11:21).

Provision

Godly fathers provide for their children just as our Heavenly
Father provides for our material needs (Mafthew 6:25-26).
The material concerns are many, but include shelter, food,
clothing, health care, and a quality godly education.

Scripture states that if we do not provide for our families,
we have denied the faith and are worse than an infidel (1
Timothy 5:8).

Promise-keeper

Our Heavenly Father is the original promise-keeper. His
promises are exceeding great and precious (2 Peter 1:4).
They are yes and amen, meaning that God does not break
His promises to us (2 Corinthians 1:20).

Godly fathers reflect the fidelity of our Heavenly Father.
Fathers who are married honor their marriage vows
wholeheartedly - physically, spiritually, and emotionally.
They are committed to their families and do not run under
the heat of pressure. A godly father is a rock of stability for
his family in the face of relational conflict, no matter how
difficult a situation may be or feel.

Prepare

Our Heavenly Father has goals for us. We are to grow up
into the stature and fulness of Jesus Christ, our perfect
example (Ephesians 4:13-15). God'’s goal for us is spiritual
maturity as He prepares us for a future in Heaven with Him.
When we reflect the image of our Heavenly Father, we
prepare our children for adulthood. We nurture our children
to become mature. We train our children up in the way they
should go (Proverbs 22:6). We tackle the full contact sport
of parenting with the following goal: we want to see our
children become godly, mature adults who are ready to
make a positive difference in our society and especially in
the Kingdom of God.

As a father raising three boys (with my amazing wife), | drew
insights from the example of my father. | wanted to pass on
what my father taught me. Hopefully, being made in the
image of my father went deeper than my appearance,
mannerisms, and hairline. Like every human father, my dad
had imperfections - as do I. However, each of us can look
to the perfect Father and pray that His image would be
reflected in us.

Happy Father's Day 2026. May the Lord help each of us
fathers reflect the image of our perfect Heavenly Father.
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