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In the days of Elisha, a group of young ministers were 
attending the school of the prophets. Enrollment was up, 
and they were out of space. We don’t know the details, 
but I imagine them installing bunk beds, taking shifts 
in the dining hall, and getting creative with the use of 
other facilities. A group of these young prophets came 
to Elisha and said, “As you can see, the place where we 
meet with you is too small” (2 Kings 6:1). 

Someone had a great idea for growth. Let’s all go down 
to the river where trees are plentiful. All of us will do our 
fair share of the work. Each of us will cut down a tree and 
be responsible for delivering it to the job site. They invited 
Elisha, the professor, to join them, and he agreed to go 
with them. 

As with any building program, there were problems. In 
this case, the problem came in the form of a job site 
accident. Don’t worry; no one was injured (but they 
could have been). As one of the young men swung 
the axe into the trunk of a tree, the axe head flew off 
the handle and disappeared into the Jordan river. I’ve 
wondered how close that flying axe head came to 
striking the head of another worker. It might have been 
a close call. As iron is prone to do, the axe head swiftly 
sank to the bottom of the muddy Jordan. The axe head 
was lost. The tool was rendered useless. You can’t chop 
down trees with an axe handle.

To make matters worse, the axe was borrowed. I relate 
to what might have gone through the mind of a cash-
strapped Bible school student who did not have the 
money to replace the axe. You can hear the anguish in 
the appeal of this young preacher to Elisha: “He cried, 
and said, Alas, master! for it was borrowed” (2 Kings 6:5). 
If he could have afforded it, he would have bought his 
own axe. Watching the axe head disappear must have 
given this young man a sinking feeling. 

As the student body gathered and stared into the 
rushing river, I’m sure they weighed their options on how 
to recover the axe head. They could dive in and scour 
the bottom of the river with their hands. Perhaps the 
bottom of the river was firm enough to feel the iron if 
they located it. They could drag the river with a basket. 
They could start a GoFundMe account for their fellow 
student to raise money to replace the axe.
When they told Elisha what happened, the prophet 
asked where the axe had fallen into the river. (It’s hard to 

tell where something falls into water because it all looks 
the same.) As they got as close to the spot as possible, 
Elisha tossed a stick into the water at that spot, and the 
building program miracle occurred. The axe head defied 
gravity and floated to the surface. (The King James 
Version says the axe head “swam.”) Elisha shouted to the 
young man, “grab it,” and he did. The crisis was averted. 
The axe head was recovered, and the construction 
project was back on track. It was a building program 
miracle. 

On Wednesday, January 25, 2023, in our annual business 
meeting, the members of Atlanta West Pentecostal 
Church voted to proceed with Phase 1 of our proposed 
building program with a budget of $7 million. It was a 
momentous occasion with an overwhelming show of 
support in the secret ballot vote. It was an extraordinary 
moment when our founding member Sis. Louise Harper 
said, “I so move.” This was an epic moment for a 
precious 99-year-old saint to express her faith in the 
next generation. Sis. Helen Steinman, who is 89 years 
old, waved her hand for the opportunity to second the 
motion. They were both reaching for the next generation. 
The motion passed with a 98% “yes” vote.

We will engage in this process immediately. There are 
plans to be completed, permissions to be granted, 
and permits to be pulled. Contractors will be vetted. 
Hundreds of decisions will be made. Millions of dollars will 
be raised. 

Along the way, no doubt something will go wrong. I am 
not prophesying it, nor am I hoping for it. It is not the thing 
that I greatly fear (as Job lamented); it is just a fact. There 
will be problems. When we face challenges – when the 
axe head disappears into the river – do not fear, and do 
not be dismayed. It is not a sign that we are out of the will 
of God. It is not an indicator that there is sin in the camp. 
The sunken axe head is an opportunity for a miracle. 
I don’t look forward to the moments when something 
goes wrong, but I know that God will come through with 
a building program miracle. 

Ponder the role you will play in ensuring the future 
success of our church. It will take prayer, sacrifice, and 
hard work. There will be problems, but there also will be 
miracles. You will be glad you helped shoulder the load 
to make more room to reach more people. You will never 
forget the day the axe head floated, and you witnessed 
a building program miracle.
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13
Chad Evens
Saul Johnson
14
Nadine Myles
Joshua Mercier
Hope Igboebisi
15
Roger Carder
Raden Schell
Caleb Nixon
Shalene Mariona
16 
Arlin Blackwell, II
Jim Gill
Sharon Donnell
17
Jennifer Strahan
Shelly Gill
Mark Brandon
Tzadok Lloyd
Rhonda VanWinkle
18
Patrick Boyd
LaVerne Townsend
Althea Bryan
Andrea Manley
Braeden Purdy
19
Toynia Small
20
Tyler Brock
Rodney Johnson
Emily Douglas
Wanda Spann
21
Terrell Johnson
Christian Onuoha
22
Miysha’el Lloyd
Damien Seitz

February Birthdays
1
Alexia Edwards
Obinna Onuoha
Rhonda Landry
2
John Franzen
Pam Nixon
3
Kaiya Jones
4
Annabelle English
Hyacinth Swaby
5
Sis. Shanita Derrick
Kynslie Davis
Michelle Faulkner
Hadley Thorne
6
Stephanie Douglas
Sis. Tessa Turner
Sis. Jackie Miller
7
Vicky Lane
Alyza Austin
Derrick Faulkner
8
Owen Blish
9
Bob Neumann
Jacob Barker
Berry Cochran
10
Tonya Adams
Ava Jo Plunkett
11
Kolin Dollar
Warren Johns
Juanita Jackson
12
Emileigh McElroy
Shernette Cole
Roman Keyser
Esther Cottrell

2 Andrew & Ishimae Barnett
2 Herbert & Jewel Martin
5 James & LaVerne Townsend
8 Paul & Stacey Holbrook
10 Arlin & Sarah Blackwell, II
11 Glen & Althea Bryan
13 Naddy & Kathryn Esuzor
14 Bro. Richard & Patti Hall
14 Gardy & Jessy Charles
18 John & Charlotte Franzen
19 Shawn & Marion Scott
20 Paul & Angela Stewart
21 Bryce & Shay Rowland
25 Errol & Hyacinth Swaby
27 Ryan & Emileigh McElroy

February Anniversaries
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Baptized in Jesus’ Name
Stephen Gilbert

Gypsy Iriarte
Oscar Roman
Wade Smith 

Francesca Vicente 
Shantal Vicente

23
Jared Jones
24
Maria Artiles
25
Cathy Coleman
John Buabeng Jr.
Khloe Franzen
Bro. Joel Johns
Karen Allen
26
Joanie Camden
Kaneal Russell
Tana White
27
Pamela Concepcion
Beau Johnson
Cathy Watson
Zoey Frazier
28
Kelly Floyd
Tim Cheek
Jacob Puckett
Odester Nchege
Richard Arojojoye

December 19 - January 22

PHASE ONE



ATLANTA WEST 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
2960 SKYVIEW DRIVE
LITHIA SPRINGS, GA 30122

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

7:30 pm Ch.I.P.Z.

7:30 pm 
CrossOver

7:30 pm CROWD

2 3 4
6:30 am HOPE 

7:30 pm Pastor’s 
Prayer Partners 1

5
Missions Sunday

9 am & 11:30 am
Ch.I.P.Z. 

9:15 am Welcome 
to the Family Class

6 7
7 pm 301
Meeting

8
7:30 pm CROWD

7:30 pm HYPHEN

9 10 11
6:30 am HOPE

9:30 am Bible Quiz 
Tournament

7:30 pm Pastor’s 
Prayer Partners 2

12
9 am & 11:30 am

Ch.I.P.Z.

9:15 am Welcome 
to the Family Class

13 14
Valentine’s Day

15
7:30 pm Ch.I.P.Z.

7:30 pm 
CrossOver

7:30 pm CROWD

16 17 18
6:30 am HOPE 

7:30 pm Pastor’s 
Prayer Partners 3

19
9 am & 11:30 am

Ch.I.P.Z.

9:15 am Welcome 
to the Family Class

20
Presidents’ Day

21
7 pm Ladies’ 

Prayer

22
7:30 pm CROWD

7:30 pm 
HYPHEN

23 24 25
6:30 am HOPE 

7:30 pm Pastor’s 
Prayer Partners 4

26
9 am & 11:30 am

Ch.I.P.Z.

9:15 am Welcome 
to the Family Class

27 28

Ch.I.P.Z. - Children in the Power Zone

February 2023

Winter Youth Conference

GA District Conference


