
We Celebrate Our EYG Graduates! 
They Will Attend:

UC Davis, Cal State Northridge, San Jose State, 
Cal State Long Beach, UC Merced, UC San Diego, 
Los Angeles Trade Tech, El Camino College, 
Universal Studios Cosmetic School, Long Beach 
City College, Cal State Los Angeles, Cal State 
Dominguez, and Los Angeles Southwest College.

Seeing our students graduate from high school and 
enter into college is definitely a goal of our program.  
However, our ultimate goal is to empower them 
to be leaders who bring about positive change in 
their schools, communities and the world.

At the end of this very successful school year, many 
of our students expressed that through our 
mentoring sessions they learned how to be leaders, 
and they have started to demonstrate leadership at 
school and at home. 
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Here are a few examples of what our students shared about 
developing into leaders:

Christian:  “I have been taught life lessons 
through Elevate Your G.A.M.E. and have 
been empowered to become a leader. 
From the program, I have learned the 
characteristics it takes to be a leader, and 
with that I have worked to acquire them to 
ultimately change my school for the better.  
Elevate Your G.A.M.E. gave me the 
courage to join multiple club and 
organizations in my school.  I have joined 
my school’s “Debate or Die” team and also 
an organization named Jefferson Awards 
Foundation where I was voted the 
president.  We have planned charity 
events and field trips where we feed the 

homeless and provide them with 
basic needs.”

Jaheim: “I’ve been setting 
examples for others.”

Haman: “(I am becoming a 
leader by) being encouraging, 
respectful and selfless.”

Billy: “I stay calm in heated 
situations and lead by example.”

Maria:  “Before participating in Elevate 
Your G.A.M.E…I wouldn’t participate in 
any (classroom) activities nor 
communicate or exchange ideas or work 
with others, but all of this has changed.  
Now when no individual participates, I 
become a leader and step up.  For 
example, in my church I used to be 
afraid of singing in front of my brothers, 
but now I don’t care whether or not they 
think I sing ugly, because I’m not singing 
for them.”



Leslie:  “In this school year my mentors at Elevate Your G.A.M.E. 
taught me to be a servant-leader.  With this program, my eyes 
opened.  I feel like I’m able to see more problems around me.  It 
helped me to be more open minded about the problems about me.  
That is linked to me being a leader.  We discussed how being a 
leader and a servant-leader is different.  Before the program I wanted 
to be a leader, but now I want to be a servant-leader.”  

Thank you for your partnership in this great work of developing young 
urban leaders who are providing positive leadership for their siblings, peers 
and bringing about positive change in their schools and communities.  Our 
graduates will now go into the world to be servant leaders who will set great 
examples for others to follow, stand up for what is right and encourage 
others to persevere and keep going to accomplish their goals.

With gratitude,

Michael Freeman, Executive Director


