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We are dedicated to 
“Lifting Urban Students 
Higher.”  One of the ways 
we do this every summer 
is by giving them the 
opportunity to have high 
level experiences working 
and “rubbing shoulders” 
with professional people.  

Most urban youth do not 
have the opportunity to 
spend time with and 
communicate with these 
kinds of people, because 
they do not live in their communities.

This past summer, 35 of our students from Compton and Long Beach interacted with 
professionals at various businesses that included:

Asset Media Group Dental Office of Dr. Wendy Parker-Harris
Best Buy Drew Child Development Center
Charles Drew University Public Defenders’ Office
Community Lawyers Signal Hill Police Department
Community Legal Service St. Francis Medical Center
Compton Fire Department Xerox Corporation

They absolutely loved the 
experience of meeting, 
communicating and working with 
business owners, managers, 
lawyers, doctors, nurses, fire 
fighters, police officers, and 
accountants, etc.

When asked what they liked 
about their internship 
experiences, many of the 

students remarked, “meeting new 
people.”  Jessica added more to this comment with the phrase, “meeting new people 
who have big ideas.”  Yvette shared, “I liked the fact that I got to watch the nurses.”  
Evelyn commented, “I really enjoyed the fact the managers are all amazing people…”



These interactions with 
professionals were not only 
fun and inspiring but they were 
invaluable learning 
experiences, as you can see 
from the following comments 
from our students:

Shaktiya - “I learned to 
communicate with 
others.”

Jasmine - “What I learned was how to communicate with doctors and nurses 
and many medical terms.”

Edgar - (I learned) “to ask questions and be less quiet.”

Ivan - “I learned to be more social.”

Anthony - “I’ve developed ways to respond in a polite manner to those in 
authority.”

Another reason we provide these 
internship experiences for our 
students each summer is to open 
their eyes to various career options 
to give them a vision for what they 
can do in life (“without vision the 
people perish”).  A number of our 
students reported that their 
internships have helped them gain 
a career vision for their lives:

Abigail - “I definitely want to be a 
doctor more than ever.”

Jasmine - “I believe strongly that I’ve developed a passion for the medical 
field…”

Juan - “It made me more certain than ever that the attorney’s life is for me.”

Jacoi - “I want to become a police officer.”

Anthony - “This internship opened my eyes more to what I am going to expect 
from the fire (fighting) service.”



Our interns also 
learned valuable 
lessons such as 
being professional in 
a professional 
environment, being 
on time, working hard 
even when you get 
tired, being respectful 
and patient with 
others, and being 
organized.  Thirty-five students were lifted to higher levels in their thinking, 
communicating and working, and their present and future will be much brighter as a 
result.  Thank you to all who contributed financially to this project.  You made a 
tremendous difference in the lives of these young people.

Lifting Urban Students Higher,

Michael Freeman
Executive Director


